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Deadline puts 
pressure on 
DACA recruits 

By Dianna Cahn 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In the Queens, N.Y., 
neighborhood where he grew up, Har- 
minder Saini never thought twice about 
having foreign-born parents. Half of the 
people in his diverse neighborhood did. 

Saini was born in India but thought of 
himself as an Ameri¬ 
can. He celebrated 
Halloween and the 
Fourth of July and 
at 7, he watched the 
plumes of smoke rise 
up from lower Man¬ 
hattan on Sept. 11, 

2001. Saini grew up 
with an appreciation 
for his country’s his¬ 
tory and a fascination 
with the U.S. military. 

It was only after 
high school, when he 
wanted to get a job, that his parents told 
him a hard truth: He was undocumented. 
He had no passport or Social Security 
number; he couldn’t get a driver’s license. 
His future was suddenly in limbo. 

“It was heartbreaking,” he said. “I real¬ 
ized that on paper, at least, I wasn’t Ameri¬ 
can. That really hurt.” 

In 2012, when President Barack Obama 
instituted the Deferred Action for Child¬ 
hood Arrivals, or DACA, allowing children 
like Saini to remain in the U.S. legally and 
free from the threat of deportation, he 
seized on the opportunity. 

He applied for and recieved DACA sta¬ 
tus, started college and, in February 2016, 
he signed a contract to join the Army after 
learning about the Military Accessions 
Vital to the National Interest, or MAVNI, 
program that allowed documented im¬ 
migrants with language or medical skills 
to enlist and to get on a fast track for 
citizenship. 

SEE RECRUITS ON PAGE 6 
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' It was heartbreaking. I 
realized that on paper, at 
least, I wasn’t American. 
That really hurt. * 

Harminder Saini 
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Marine vet recalls 
battle that claimed 
his best friend 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

DONG HA, Vietnam — Bend¬ 
ing down to the sandy earth, Ed 
Niederberger scooped up a hand¬ 
ful of dirt from the former Marine 
encampment he once called home 
just off the coast in what was then 
northern South Vietnam. 

Nearly 50 years after one of 
the Marine’s most traumatic 
battles — losing two close friends 
in a North Vietnamese ambush 
— Niederberger, 68, found some¬ 
thing he did not expect Saturday 
at the former C-4 base. He found 
something resembling closure. 

“I didn’t think it was possible 
to even get here,” Niederberger 
said, as he trekked up a dirt road 
through a tiny, remote Vietnam¬ 
ese village outside Dong Ha. “I 
certainly didn’t have any thought 
it would impact me like it did.” 

Niederberger is among 15 
Vietnam War veterans visiting 
the country where they fought 
five decades earlier as part of 


Correction 

A story in the March 1 
editions misstated Vice 
Adm. Christopher Grady’s 
previous post at U.S. Pa¬ 
cific Fleet. He was director 
of the Maritime Operations 
Center. 


Follow the trip of all the veterans 
who returned to Vietnam at: 

stripes.com/go/vietnam68 


* 


a program through the Great¬ 
est Generations Foundation. The 
nonprofit provides free visits to 
battlefields where Vietnam and 
World War II veterans served. 

In an emotional monologue that 
Niederberger, of Anderson, Calif., 
said he had not prepared to give 
Saturday, he spoke of the brutal 
firefight Jan. 19, 1968, just a few 
miles from C-4 that would claim 
two friends. One was Lance Cpl. 
Bill Burgoon, a boot camp buddy 
from the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego. 

Tears streamed down Nieder- 
berger’s face as he recalled the 
mission that left Burgoon and two 
other members of Charlie Com¬ 
pany, 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines, 
dead. As he spoke, Niederberger 
clutched a photo of him and Bur¬ 
goon taken just three days before 
that fateful patrol. 

“He was carrying 104 M79 
rounds,” he said. “The night be¬ 
fore I asked him what he was 
doing. He said he wasn’t going to 
be caught dead without ammo.” 

Burgoon was a cut-up, Nieder¬ 
berger said. He was the class clown 
type, always messing around. His 
personality was evident in the 
photograph, depicting the two Ma¬ 
rines holding a monkey. 

As the Marine veteran finished 



Photos by Corey DicKSTEiN/Stars and Stripes 


Surrounded by his fellow Marines, Vietnam War Veteran Ed Niederberger talks Saturday about a vicious 
battle in 1968 that claimed two of his close friends. Niederberger was visiting the site of the former 
base C-4 where he served as a Marine leading up to the Tet Offensive. 



Marine Vietnam War veteran Ed Niederberger collects dirt from his 
former base, C-4, in Vietnam on Saturday. 


talking about the operation, he 
received a surprise phone call. 
On the line from back home in 
California were son Chris and 


daughter-in-law Shannon. 

More tears flowed. 

“Chris, I can’t believe I’m 
standing here where C-4 was and 


talking to you,” Niederberger 
said. “This is crazy. This is be¬ 
yond anything.” 

Although it was not the first trip 
back to Vietnam for Niederberg¬ 
er, who left the Marine Corps as a 
sergeant after serving in the war 
in 1967 and 1968, he described 
the current trip as “special.” 

When he first returned to the 
country in 1990, he said he did 
not visit what was once C-4 or 
other areas where he fought. 

Visiting those locations Satur¬ 
day, he said, was moving. 

“When I came back in ’90 I 
thought I was cured. But I wasn’t. 
Coming here. This was, right 
here, this spot I’m standing on. I 
can still visualize C-4 right here. 
This is really something else.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Tyler THOMPSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


U.S. Navy Diver 1st Class Scott Johnson from the USNS Salvor 
dredges an excavation site during a Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency-led recovery operation near Palau in January. 


Divers locate remains 
amid WWII wreckage 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — A 
joint underwater recovery team 
of soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
civilians recently completed an 
intense two-month excavation of 
sunken World War II airplanes 
in Palau, retrieving remains that 
could belong to long-lost Ameri¬ 
can air crews, the Navy said. 

Headed by the Defense POW/ 
MIA Accounting Agency, the 
team worked from aboard the 
USNS Salvor near Ngerekebe- 
sang Island, completing work on 
Feb. 25. 

Divers worked seven days a 
week, often 12 hours a day, in 
search of remains belonging to 
servicemembers shot down in 
aircraft in 1944, the Navy said. 

The underwater recovery team 
spent much of that time excavat¬ 
ing the area using archeological 
tools and painstakingly inspect¬ 
ing the bottom sediment, the 
Navy said. 

“It’s very labor intensive work, 
and they’ve had a large amount of 
bottom time making this opera¬ 
tion successful,” Lt. Cmdr. Tim 
Emge, 7th Fleet Salvage Officer, 
said in a Navy statement. 

The remains will be analyzed 
by DPAA. If any positively match 
missing servicemembers associ¬ 
ated with the crash site, the near¬ 
est next of kin will be notified. 
The names will be released to the 
public after that point. 

Designed for underwater sal¬ 
vage work, the USNS Salvor 
was used to recover the sunken 
wreckage of a Marine Corps 


MV-22B Osprey that crashed last 
summer near Australia, killing 
three Marines. It also surveyed 
the wreckage of another Osprey 
that crashed offshore from Camp 
Schwab, Okinawa, in 2016. 

“The biggest advantage the 
Navy has with us on the Salvor is 
that we are standing by for them 
with a decompression chamber 
on board for divers, and we have 
heavy-lift capability,” Capt. Mike 
Flanagan, a civilian mariner and 
master of the Salvor, said in the 
statement. 

It’s a robust ship sporting a 40- 
ton-lift crane for lifting heavy 
objects from the ocean floor, he 
said. 

The recovery team boarded the 
Salvor in Guam, then picked up 
DPAA personnel in Palau. 

“We did a four-point moor on 
top of the aircraft and then it re¬ 
ally got busy,” Flanagan said of 
one recovery site. “The aircraft 
had been untouched for about 74 
years.” 

The team used 4-by-8-foot 
baskets for sifting sand in the 
hunt for remains. The baskets 
were dropped about 90 feet to the 
ocean floor and then filled with 
sediment that was spread over a 
large area around the wreckage. 

It took roughly five hours to sift 
through a filled basket, the Navy 
said. 

Ngerekebesang Island was 
the site of a Japanese submarine 
base and seaplane ramp during 
World War II. It was the target of 
numerous B-24 bombing raids by 
the United States in 1944-45. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


China poses bigger threat 
than Russia, expert says 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

Chinese meddling in the Pa¬ 
cific that includes efforts to in¬ 
fluence Americans is a vastly 
greater threat than Russian inter¬ 
ference, says the author of a new 
book on communist infiltration in 
Australia. 

“Silent Invasion: How China Is 
Turning Australia into a Puppet 
State,” by Clive Hamilton, a well- 
known ethics professor at Charles 
Sturt University in Canberra, was 
released last week. It alleges a 
campaign of espionage and influ¬ 
ence by China that is attempting 
to undermine the U.S.-Australian 
alliance. 

“Compared to the Russian op¬ 
erations the Chinese are much 
more serious,” Hamilton said in 
a phone interview Monday, refer¬ 
ring to Russia’s efforts to influ¬ 
ence U.S. presidential elections. 
“China has a vastly greater ca¬ 
pacity to interfere and influence 
U.S. politics and society. It’s al¬ 
ready happening, and there is a 
growing awareness that China is 
a real problem in the long term.” 

Two major publishers passed 
on “Silent Invasion” citing fear 
of lawsuits spurred by the Chi¬ 
nese government, according 
to the Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper. 

News reports have revealed 
some huge successes for Chinese 
spies in the United States in re¬ 
cent years. 

Documents released in 2015 by 
former National Security Agency 
contractor Edward Snowden re¬ 
vealed that Chinese hackers pen¬ 
etrated Lockheed Martin in 2007 
and stole 50 terabytes of data 
— the equivalent of five Libraries 
of Congress. 

The spies got their hands on 
information about the B-2 stealth 
bomber, the F-22 Raptor stealth 
jet, nuclear submarines and sche¬ 
matics for America’s newest and 
most expensive stealth fighter, 
the F-35 Lighting II. 

An Australian contractor work¬ 
ing on the F-35 and the P-8 Posei¬ 
don surveillance plane that keeps 
tabs on Chinese maritime activity 
in the Far East was also hacked 
by the Chinese, Hamilton said. 

“As soon as Australia agreed to 
buy the F-35 we became a target 
of military hackers in China,” he 
said. “Bizarrely, Australian uni¬ 
versities are engaged in research 
collaborations with the Aviation 
Industry Corporation of China, 
the main supplier of military air¬ 
craft to [China’s air force] ... it’s a 
sign of just how naive we are.” 

Some experts speculate that 
the new Chinese military aircraft 
Chengdu J-20 and Shenyang J-31 
Falcon Hawk, which looks a lot 
like the F-35, are based on the 
U.S. designs. 

In 2015, the Office of Person¬ 
nel Management warned federal 
workers that the Chinese govern¬ 
ment had stolen sensitive infor¬ 


mation — including fingerprints, 
medical records and computer 
passwords — belonging to 22.1 
million U.S. government employ¬ 
ees and contractors and their 
friends and families. 

China’s economy, which is 10 
times as big as Russia’s, gives it 
the capacity to exert enormous 
influence, Hamilton said. 

“China is a rising hegemonic 
power with the capacity to chal¬ 
lenge the U.S., whereas Russia is 
behind economically,” he said. 


1 


Hamilton 


'Australia’s destiny’ 

In Australia, Chinese opera¬ 
tives have infiltrated Australian 
politics, business, academia and 
the media, Hamilton said. 

“They promote the view that 
China is Australia’s destiny,” he 
said. “That we are economically 
dependent on them and we must 
not do anything to upset Beijing 
because trade and investment 
come before r 
anything 
else.” 

Beijing or- I 
ganizes com- | 
plimentary 
press tours I 
to China for f 
Australian 
journalists 
in which [ 

“they’re 
wined and 
dined and 
worked up” and “write glowing 
accounts of the new China” when 
they return, Hamilton said. The 
tours are organized by the All- 
China Journalists Association, an 
official operation under the wing 
of the Communist Party. 

Australia’s ABC television 
network reported last year that 
Chinese state-run media paid to 
insert content in major Austra¬ 
lian newspapers and that Chinese 
television broadcasters cooper¬ 
ated with Australian television 
channels to produce children’s 
shows and current affairs. 

A substantial number of mili¬ 
tary scientists from the People’s 
Liberation Army are working in 
Australia and collaborating with 
Australian scientists on research 
projects, some of which have mil¬ 
itary applications, Hamilton said. 

“Australian scientists are doing 
research that is helping to im¬ 
prove the fighting capability of 
the People’s Liberation Army,” 
he said. 

Wealthy Chinese businessmen 
are major donors to Australia’s 
main political parties, and many 
politicians are in debt to the Chi¬ 
nese, Hamilton said. 

Australian corporations have 
reaped massive profits sell¬ 
ing minerals to China in recent 
years. China’s trade with Austra¬ 
lia reached $145 billion last year, 
according Chinese data quoted in 
the Sydney Morning Herald. 

Corporations have become the 


chief apologists for China in Aus¬ 
tralia, Hamilton said. 

“They say human rights don’t 
matter and we need to change our 
national strategy and accept Chi¬ 
nese government interference in 
our politics,” he said. 

Pushing back 

The outspoken academic’s 
views aren’t shared by everyone 
in Australia. 

Hamilton was branded a “fool¬ 
ish attention seeker” on Friday 
by political columnist Graham 
Richardson of The Australian 
newspaper. 

Billionaire Andrew “Twiggy” 
Forrest, whose iron ore mining 
company Fortescue is a major 
exporter to China, complained 
about Hamilton’s “immature 
commentary” during an Austra- 
lia-China Business Council din¬ 
ner in Perth on Thursday, The 
Australian reported. 

Forrest characterized China as 
an ally and said the debate over 
its role in Australia is fueling 
“distrust, paranoia and a loss of 
respect.” 

Australia and China have a 
long history of working together 
economically and even militarily 
during the first and second world 
wars, he said, according to the 
newspaper. 

Pro-China lobbying hasn’t 
deterred the Australian govern¬ 
ment from pushing back against 
foreign interference. 

In December, it introduced leg¬ 
islation that would register peo¬ 
ple acting on behalf of a foreign 
power and increase penalties for 
treason, espionage and spying. 

It’s likely that Australia’s gov¬ 
ernment will want to work closely 
with the U.S. military in the Pa¬ 
cific to push back against, for ex¬ 
ample, Chinese operations in the 
South China Sea, Hamilton said. 

That could mean Australian 
warships involved in the sort of 
freedom-of-navigation operations 
that the U.S. Navy has conduct¬ 
ed near disputed islands where 
China is building military facili¬ 
ties, he said. 

The U.S. and Australia have al¬ 
ready signaled an increase to the 
Marine Corps presence in Aus¬ 
tralia’s northern port of Darwin, 
although details about this year’s 
rotation have yet to be released. 

However, China shouldn’t have 
much difficulty keeping tabs on 
the rotation when it begins. In 
2015, the Australian government 
granted a Chinese company with 
links to the People’s Liberation 
Army a 99-year lease on port fa¬ 
cilities in Darwin. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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S. Korea spy chief to lead delegation to N. Korea 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea 
will send a high-level delegation led by its 
spy chief to North Korea on Monday in a 
bid to improve relations between the long¬ 
time adversaries and to push for a resump¬ 
tion of dialogue with the United States. 

It’s the latest step in President Moon 
Jae-in’s efforts to extend the detente stem¬ 
ming from the recent Olympics into broad¬ 
er talks with Washington aimed at easing 
tensions over the North’s nuclear weapons 
program. 

Moon’s office said Sunday that national 
security director Chung Eui-yong and na¬ 
tional intelligence service chief Suh Hoon 
will fly with eight other officials and sup¬ 
port staff to Pyongyang for two days of 
talks with senior North Korean officials. 

It will be the first such group to travel 
to the communist state in more than a 


decade. 

“The special envoys will have extensive 
discussions over issues, including ways to 
create conditions for North-U.S. talks to 
denuclearize the Korean Peninsula and 
improving inter-Korean ties,” spokesman 
Yoon Young-chan said. 

The South Korean delegation will then 
visit Washington to brief U.S. officials 
about the talks, Yoon added. 

North Korea’s agreement to participate 
in the Feb. 9-25 Winter Games has led to 
a remarkable series of diplomatic break¬ 
throughs, including a visit by leader Kim 
Jong Un’s sister. 

She was the first member of the ruling 
family to visit Seoul since the 1950-53 Ko¬ 
rean War. 

Kim Yo Jong delivered an invitation 
from her brother for an inter-Korean sum¬ 
mit in Pyongyang. Moon has not accepted, 
saying the conditions must be right, and 
the North must actively engage with the 


United States first. 

President Donald Trump, meanwhile, 
has indicated he would consider talks with 
the North but insisted denuclearization 
must be the end goal. 

It’s unclear how that would work since 
the North has insisted its nuclear weapons 
program is not up for negotiation. Its for¬ 
eign ministry reiterated Saturday that it 
would not accept talks with preconditions. 

“The dialogue we desire is the one de¬ 
signed to discuss and resolve the issues 
of mutual concern on an equal footing be¬ 
tween states,” an unnamed spokesman was 
quoted as saying by the state-run Korean 
Central News Agency. 

“In decades-long history of the (North 
Korean)-U.S. talks, there had been no case 
at all where we sat with the U.S. on any 
precondition, and this will be the case in 
future, too,” it said. 

Last week, Moon called on Washington 
to “lower the threshold for talks with North 


Korea” while adding that “North Korea 
should show it is willing to denuclearize.” 

Skeptics have pointed out that the North 
has agreed to talks in the past only to stall 
for time to develop its weapons programs 
and to wring concessions such as aid and 
eased sanctions from the West. 

So-called six-party talks including the 
two Koreas, the United States, China, Rus¬ 
sia and Japan broke down in 2009. 

South Korea last sent its intelligence 
chief as a special envoy to the North a few 
months before the last summit between 
the two countries in 2007. 

Since then the North has made rapid prog¬ 
ress toward its goal of developing a nuclear 
weapon that could target the U.S. mainland. 
It test-fired dozens of missiles including 
three ICBMs and conducted its sixth and 
most powerful nuclear test last year. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Samuel MoRSE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

A joint-service survey team flies over the damaged Sendai International Airport on March 13, 2011, two 
days after a massive earthquake and tsunami ravaged Japan’s northeastern coast. 

Japan remembers US disaster relief 
efforts after 2011 earthquake and tsunami 

By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — A new plaque near 
Sendai International Airport remembers Operation 
Tomodachi, a U.S. disaster-relief effort launched in 
response to the earthquake, tsunami and nuclear di¬ 
saster that devastated northeastern Japan on March 
11 , 2011 . 

The plaque, which was unveiled on Feb. 28, is the 
first of three being placed around the region to pass 
down lessons learned from the disaster, said a state¬ 
ment from the Tohoku Regional Bureau’s Ministry 
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. 

Nearly 16,000 lives were lost, and more than 2,500 
people went missing in the aftermath of the 9.0- 
magnitude quake, which triggered powerful waves 
that scraped away communities along hundreds of 
miles of coastline. The tsunami also inundated the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant, leading to 
a triple core meltdown. 

Operation Tomodachi, which began March 12 and 
lasted until May 24, mobilized nearly 24,000 U.S. 
servicemembers to assist the Japan Self-Defense 
Force in aid operations that included repairing the 
badly damaged Sendai airport. 

Marines were among the first to reach the facil¬ 
ity, working to clear hundreds of jumbled vehicles 
and help Japan reopen the key transportation hub. 

The effort, which involved draining the equivalent 
of 14,000 swimming pools, ensured the airport was 



Courtesy of Tohoku Regional Bureau 


A plaque near Sendai International Airport that 
highlights relief efforts after the 2011 earthquake 
and tsunami honors Operation Tomodachi. 

ready for military use in just a matter of days. 

“Subsequently, it was used as a base of operations 
for the Japanese-American joint rescue activity ‘Op¬ 
eration Tomodachi’ conducted by the U.S. Air Force, 
U.S. Marine Corps, and the Self Defense Force,” the 
plaque says. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana Kusumoto contributed to 
this report. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 


Marines won’t serve jail 
time for credit card fraud 


By Hana Kusumoto 
and Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO, Japan — Three Oki¬ 
nawa-based Marines have been 
spared prison time after being 
convicted of credit card fraud 
and other charges by a Japanese 
court. 

Sgt. Darren Murray, 23; Cpl. 
Gregory Singleton, 25; and Cpl. 
Benjamin Strickland Jr., 23, all 
assigned to the III Marine Ex¬ 
peditionary Force, were accused 
of using a fake credit card to buy 
items from a Tokyo department 
store on Oct. 29. 

Tokyo District Court judges 
gave the trio suspended sen¬ 
tences of two and half years im¬ 
prisonment with hard labor after 
convicting them on charges that 
included unauthorized creation 
of electromagnetic records, fraud 
and attempted fraud. They had 14 
days from sentencing to appeal to 
the Tokyo High Court. 

Strickland stole credit card in¬ 
formation from another service- 
member on Okinawa and sent 
it to Singleton and Murray, who 
created the fake credit card and 
went shopping at a department 
store in Tokyo. 

The pair bought four T-shirts 
and a backpack worth $891. When 
they tried to buy a $430 belt, the 
store clerk noticed that the num¬ 
bers in the payment system didn’t 
match those on the card and con¬ 
tacted police. 

Singleton and Murray were 
questioned and arrested on Nov. 
28. Strickland was arrested later 
once investigators discovered his 
role in the plot. 

All three Marines pleaded 
guilty during separate trials held 
recently by two judges. 

Singleton testified he needed 
the money to pay off debts before 
getting out of the service. 

Murray told the court he joined 
the others to “see what it was all 
about.” He said his role was to ac¬ 
company Singleton and that he 


Tokyo District 
Court judges gave 
the trio suspended 
sentences of 2V2 
years imprisonment 
with hard labor. 


was going to keep and use the sto¬ 
len items. 

“It is a crime that shakes the 
social trust of credit cards,” 
Judge Kazuo Sasaki, who pre¬ 
sided over the trials for Single- 
ton and Strickland, said after 
delivering Singleton’s sentence 
on Feb. 21. 

The judge called the crime “ha¬ 
bitual,” saying the trio had been 
using fake credit cards to pur¬ 
chase brand-name goods since 
July. 

Sasaki suspended Singleton 
and Strickland’s sentences, he 
said, because they had paid dam¬ 
ages and shown remorse. He also 
considered the fact that they’d be 
punished by the Marine Corps 
and would likely sent back to the 
United States. 

Judge Shinichiro Nakajima, 
who tried Murray, didn’t state his 
reasoning for delivering a guilty 
verdict and suspended sentence 
on Wednesday. 

“I’m truly sorry for what I’ve 
done,” Murray said in his final 
statement before the court. “I 
hope you and your country can 
forgive me for what I’ve done.” 

Singleton and Strickland also 
apologized in court. 

“I hope your opinion has not 
changed about the United States 
military and other Marines,” 
Singleton said at his trial last 
month. 

“This entire process has been 
the worst thing in my life,” 
Strickland told the court shortly 
before his sentence was read on 
Friday. 

kusumota.hana@stripes.com 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
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Jazmin Jenkins/AP 


Pfc. Nathan Nouta George of the 7th Infantry Division and Spc. Blaine McLean of the 82nd Airborne 
Division compete during the combatives tournament at Fort Bragg, N.C., on Saturday. 


Combatives more than MMA 


By Drew Brooks 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

Some of the best fighters from 
across the U.S. military descend¬ 
ed on Fort Bragg last week for 
the Army’s de facto combatives 
championship. 

On Saturday, eight soldiers 
were crowned as champions and 
a team from Fort Campbell, Ky., 
claimed top honors. 

The 2018 Fort Bragg Combat¬ 
ives Tournament Invitational was 
spread across three days, with the 
final bouts held at Sports USA. 

The Fort Campbell team de¬ 
fended the title it won last year 
despite its soldiers losing their 
first four fights of the final. Fort 
Campbell fighters won three of 
the eight championship bouts, tied 
with Fort Bragg for the most. Fort 
Carson, Colo., was named runner- 
up of the team competition. 

Combatives is similar to mixed- 
martial arts but designed to help 
soldiers fight hand-to-hand. The 
tournament was an opportunity 
for the Army’s best fighters to test 
their mettle against competitors 
from across the force. 

For the first time, the Fort 
Bragg tournament included a tac¬ 
tical team competition that asked 
soldiers to apply their combatives 
skills in a scenario mimicking a 
real-world mission. 

Soldiers from Fort Campbell 
and Fort Carson performed a 
demonstration, moving through 



C. GALLAGHER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Soldiers from Fort Bragg, N.C., 
detain a combatant during the 
Tatical Team Event on Friday. 

the restaurant in full tactical gear 
and armed with padded weap¬ 
ons while detaining several sol¬ 
diers playing the part of potential 
combatants. 

Sgt. 1st Class Marques Daniels, 
the noncommissioned officer- 
in-charge of Fort Bragg’s Com¬ 
batives School, said addition was 
important in that it showed the 


importance of the combatives pro¬ 
gram in a true combat situation. 

“We love getting in the cage and 
the tactical enclosure and fighting 
for you guys,” he said. “But this is 
the Army ... This is not MMA. 
This is not Ju-jitsu. This is not 
kickboxing.” 

Officials said they believed the 
tactical team event was the future 
of Army combatives. 

Sgt. 1st Class Josh McLean, a 
special operations combatives 
instructor with the 3rd Special 
Forces Group, said the goal of the 
new event was to show soldiers 
that combatives is more than a 
sport. It’s a combat tool. 

“We’re taking the foundational 
skills and techniques and apply¬ 
ing them to the modern-day bat¬ 
tlefield,” he said. 

The Fort Bragg Combatives 
Tournament Invitational is the 
largest competition of its kind in 
the military, created after the U.S. 
Army dropped support for an All- 
Army Combatives championship. 
More than 100 servicemembers 
entered last week’s competition. 

The last All-Army tournament 
was held in 2012. Fort Bragg 
launched its competition the next 
year and has now hosted five 
championships. 

“We’ve been carrying the 
torch,” said Staff Sgt. Trampus 
Sandidge, this year’s tournament 
director. 


Love lost 

German view of US much less 
rosy than during Obama years 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

Since the election of President 
Donald Trump, Germans have 
soured on their relationship with 
the United States, while Ameri¬ 
cans views of their ally have 
remained largely positive, ac¬ 
cording to a new poll. 

Only 35 percent of Germans 
had a favorable view of the United 
States in 2017, a sharp drop from 
57 percent in 2016, according 
to the Pew Research Center on 
Global Attitudes and Trends. 

At the same time the poll re¬ 
ported that 68 percent of the 
Americans surveyed said rela¬ 
tions between the two nations are 
good, while 56 percent of Ger¬ 
mans think they are bad. 

The survey also reported that 
the share of Germans who have 
confidence in Trump is 11 per¬ 
cent, a big drop from the 86 per¬ 
cent for Barack Obama during 
the last year he was in office. 

During Obama’s eight-year 
term, the lowest the confidence 
rate reported was 71 percent in 
2014. 

Part of the drop could be due 
to Trump’s criticism of issues 
such as German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel’s refugee policy, or it 
could be because of the different 
issues the Americans and Ger- 


Snafu doubles 
rent payments 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
Members of Service Credit Union 
at U.S. military bases in Germa¬ 
ny were double debited due to a 
computer error Thursday, result¬ 
ing in account overdrafts as rent 
payments came due on the first of 
the month. 

The situation set off a brief panic 
for some members of the New 
Hampshire-based credit union. 
A member service representative 
said hundreds of calls came pour¬ 
ing in as people became aware of 
the situation; however, the mat¬ 
ter was quickly resolved, a credit 
union official said. 

“Service Credit Union resolved 
the issue less than three hours 
after posting,” said Lori Holmes, 
a credit union spokeswoman. 
“At that time, the extra debits 
were credited back to the mem¬ 
bers’ accounts and all fees were 
reversed.” 

The situation was caused by 
a problem with system mainte¬ 
nance, resulting in some mem¬ 
bers getting double debited for 
international bill pay postings. 
The credit union didn’t say ex¬ 
actly how many people were 
effected. 


mans tend to focus on. 

Forty five percent of Ger¬ 
mans surveyed said economic 
and trade ties were the most im¬ 
portant aspect of relationship. A 
third of the Americans surveyed 
said economic and trade ties were 
most important facet, and anoth¬ 
er third said it was security and 
defense. Only 16 percent of Ger¬ 
man respondents thought securi¬ 
ty and defense ties were the most 
important issue in U.S.-German 
relations. 

Although the German media 
are replete with stories of the 
German armed forces being 
poorly prepared to meet their 
obligations to NATO allies, 64 
percent of the Germans surveyed 
said defense spending should stay 
the same or decrease. 

Thirty-two percent said it 
should increase. 

Washington has been urging 
Berlin for years to boost its de¬ 
fense spending to the level rec¬ 
ommended by NATO. 

Last year, Germany spent 1.13 
percent of its gross domestic 
product on defense falling, well 
below the 2 percent goal. 

morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: willatstripes 
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Recruits: 

Changing 
policies 
bring delays 


Ukrainian has been in limbo for 2 years 


By Dianna Cahn 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In May 2017, there 
were at least 1,000 recruits in the military’s 
program for immigrants with vital skills 
whose visas had expired while they waited 
for background checks, according to a Pen¬ 
tagon memo revealed through a lawsuit and 
obtained by Stars and Stripes. 

The document said that because they 
were enrolled in an Army delayed-entry or 
delayed-training program, U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services had issued these 
recruits a temporary deferred action status, 
meaning they would not be deported. 

But not all recruits in the Military Ac¬ 
cessions Vital to the National Interest, or 
MAVNI, program have been lucky enough 
to get deferred status. Immigration attorney 
and former Army Lt. Col. Margaret Stock, 
who was instrumental in creating and lead¬ 
ing the MAVNI program for several years, 
said she was aware of numerous cases in 
which CIS had rejected deferred action for 
MAVNI recruits whose visas had expired. 

Mykola Dogadailo, a recruit who was born 


in eastern Ukraine and came to the U.S. on a 
student visa, has been waiting two years for 
his background check to go through. Though 
he was fortunate to get 
deferred action status I 
when his visa expired 
in late 2016, he still 
worries that his status 
won’t be renewed and 
he could be deported. 

“I am not sure we are 
safe right now,” said 
Dogadailo, who lives in 
Provo, Utah. 



Dogadailo 


Coming from a des¬ 
perately poor family, 

Dogadailo grew up in 
the care of his grandparents after losing 
both his parents and all of his brothers at 
a young age. He joined the Mormon church 
and came to the United States in September 
2009 through the church on a student visa 
to study construction and facility manage¬ 
ment along with English at Brigham Young 
University. 

In January 2016, at the start of his final 
semester, Dogadailo enlisted in the Army 


as a chance to become an American citizen. 
For him, it was a future. 

He knew he had a 90-day grace period 
before his visa expired to ship out to basic 
training. But his July ship-out date came 
and went. So did his September date, after 
which his visa expired. Since then Dogadai¬ 
lo has remained on hold. 

Under his deferred status, he’s not en¬ 
titled to work. He can’t buy a house, has no 
prospects to seriously woo a wife and can’t 
travel to visit the graves of his relatives. 

“I am in stagnation,” Dogadailo said. 
“Nothing is happening to me and it’s becom¬ 
ing worse and worse.” 

He holds a Ukrainian passport, but if that 
runs out, he knows it will not be extended. 
With his country at war, he knows going 
back there holds no promise. 

“I did everything right on my side,” he 
said. He submitted to security checks, filled 
out all the paperwork and, when the rules 
changed, he filled out more paperwork and 
went through more screenings. 

“But the other side — the side I signed the 
contract with — they are not holding up to 
their obligations.” 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

But in an era of shifting politics 
over immigration and national 
security, the fast track has proven 
anything but. 

Saini, 24, is among an estimat¬ 
ed 300 DACA recipients who have 
been waiting months — many 
for more than a year — to pass 
a backlog of intensified back¬ 
ground checks for MAVNI re¬ 
cruits. President Donald Trump’s 
imposed Monday deadline for 
ending DACA has ramped up 
pressure on these military re¬ 
cruits who had thought they were 
well on their way to becoming 
citizens. Court challenges have 
delayed the president’s plans, but 
the issue still looms. 

So, Saini — along with his fel¬ 
low DACA recruits — is back in 
limbo, wondering whether he’s 
about to become a soldier or about 
to be deported. He still believes 
the country he loves will come 
through for him. 

He tries not to think about what 
could happen if it doesn’t work 
out. He has no backup plan, he 
said. 

“All these negative thoughts 
don’t go anywhere,” Saini said. 
“America is the plan. It’s always 
been the plan.” 

The MAVNI program 

More than 10,000 foreign-bom 
recruits have joined the Army 
through MAVNI since the pro¬ 
gram began in 2009 as the Army 
faced a recruiting challenge. It 
was a way to attract document¬ 
ed foreigners with medical or 
language skills deemed vital to 
national interests. In exchange, 
these recruits were offered expe¬ 
dited citizenship, said Mqj. David 
Eastbum, a Defense Department 
spokesman. 

When DACA was rolled out 
in 2012, its recipients became 
eligible to seek enlistment only 
through MAVNI — if they had 
the skills. About 900 of 690,000 
DACA recipients or “Dreamers” 
as they are called, have joined the 
military through MAVNI, East- 
burn said. 

But security concerns heated 
up in late 2016, and the govern¬ 
ment has since repeatedly inten¬ 
sified requirements for noncitizen 
recruits. A Defense Department 
memo, released through a law¬ 
suit brought by MAVNI recruits 
against the government, states 
that the program presents “coun¬ 
terintelligence and security 
risks” that vary based on mili¬ 
tary jobs, “risk of connections to 
foreign intelligence services” and 
the extent they’d been vetted. 

That vetting now includes the 
same background check used for 
“top secret” security clearance 
even though MAVNI recruits are 
not eligible for any security clear¬ 


ance because they are not citi¬ 
zens, said former Army Lt. Col. 
Margaret Stock, an immigration 
lawyer and advocate who helped 
to create MAVNI and managed 
the program for several years. 

The labor-intensive checks 
— which apply not only to new 
recruits but retroactively to all 
10,000 MAVNI servicemembers 
regardless of rank or years of ser¬ 
vice — created a massive backlog 
and ultimately led the Pentagon 
to suspend MAVNI in August 
2016. The program is still opera¬ 
tional for those who joined before 
that, but it has stopped accepting 
recruits and its future is unclear. 
Without MAVNI, immigrants 
can’t join the military. 

DACA recruits waiting for their 
background checks worry they 
are in jeopardy of losing their 
“deferred” status and being sub¬ 
ject to deportation. If Trump has 
his way, DACA would end today. 

DACA recruits aren’t the only 
MAVNI recruits on hold, but be¬ 
cause they face termination, they 
are facing the most pressure. 

Advocates say if DACA is ter¬ 
minated, recipients across the 
country will start to see their sta¬ 
tus expire at a rate of about 120 a 
day until ultimately, at some point 
in 2019, all of them would be sub¬ 
ject to deportation. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
in early February assured DACA 
recruits they would not be in 
danger of deportation while they 
wait for their background checks. 
Mattis said he spoke directly with 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen who assured 
him that immigrants serving in 
the military as well as all honor¬ 
ably discharged veterans with no 
criminal actions against them are 
still protected. He said regarding 
DACA recruits, “it’s clarified that 
they are not in any kind of jeop¬ 
ardy” and Homeland Security 
would work with the Pentagon on 
DACA issues. 

Stock called that statement 
into legal question, saying it went 
against a 2016 Defense Depart¬ 
ment policy memo that required 
all recruits to have active de- 



Courtesy John Sena 


James Sena, left, and twin 
brother John emigrated from the 
Philippines with their parents 
when they were children. 

ferred status before they can ship 
off to training. So, if the DACA 
program is revoked and recruits 
waiting for background checks 
lose their status, they could still 
face a Catch-22, Stock said. As an 
expert on immigration law, Stock 
worries that there are no lead¬ 
ers of the MAVNI program today 
who have a complete understand¬ 
ing of the complex legalities that 
affect its participants. 

“When the secretary makes an 
oral statement at a press inter¬ 
view and there’s official policy 
memos that contradict that, peo¬ 
ple tend to follow the memos,” 
Stock said. “Secretary Mattis 
apparently didn’t seem to know 
that he should have rescinded the 
memo.” 

Similarly, MAVNI recruits 
with other forms of visas have 
seen them expire while they wait 
out background checks. The mili¬ 
tary promised them deferred ac¬ 
tion status while they wait, and 
some have received that. But the 
Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity has denied others the status, 
Stock said. 

“The whole thing is insane,” 
Stock said. 

“Some MAVNIs have been sit¬ 
ting for more than a year at vari¬ 
ous posts waiting for background 
checks, already on active duty,” 
Stock said. “Nobody can go any¬ 
where until this is done.” 

'Patriotic people' 

As Trump’s plan to end DACA 
made its way through the courts. 


Congress sought to heed the pres¬ 
ident’s demand that legislators 
reach consensus on immigration 
reform. 

It came close, with a proposal 
that seemed to have something 
for all sides—funding for the bor¬ 
der wall with Mexico that Trump 
wants and permanent protections 
for the Dreamers. In mid-Febru¬ 
ary, the best hopes were scuttled 
when two bills failed. 

Meanwhile, Dreamers and 
backers wrote op-ed pieces and 
open letters calling for the gov¬ 
ernment to recognize the Dream¬ 
ers as Americans — particularly 
those who chose to serve in the 
military. 

“We have a group of patriotic 
people who want to don the uni¬ 
form and defend the only country 
they’ve ever known,” said re¬ 
tired Marine Corps Lt. Col. Scott 
Cooper, director of Veterans 
for American Ideals at Human 
Rights First. 

Cooper, who deployed five times 
to Iraq and twice to Afghanistan, 
said he didn’t understand that for 
many years. Then one day dur¬ 
ing deployment in Iraq, he had a 
chance to witness a citizenship 
ceremony for a fellow Marine 
held in one of former Iraqi dicta¬ 
tor Saddam Hussein’s palaces. 

The emotional scene was life¬ 
changing, Cooper said during a 
teleconference about Dreamers 
in late January. 

“I did not know a lot about im¬ 
migrants, but I realized they 
oftentimes cared for, loved and 
wanted to serve this country 
more than many of us who were 
born here,” Cooper said. 

“Deporting them to countries 
they don’t know would be nothing 
short of cruel,” he said. 

Two such Dreamers are John 
and James Sena, twin brothers 
who were 10 when their parents 
brought them to the United States 
from the Philippines. They, too, 
had no idea that legally they 
weren’t Americans until a Ma¬ 
rine Corps recruiter came to their 
junior high school and was im¬ 
pressed with John Sena’s fitness. 

It was the realization of a life¬ 


long dream, Sena said. Growing 
up as children of immigrants, he 
and James were raised with a 
sense of gratitude for the coun¬ 
try that had adopted them. Their 
plan was always to serve. “If our 
parents didn’t move here or didn’t 
give us a life in American, we 
probably would have died from 
poverty in the Philippines,” John 
Sena said. “Growing up, James 
and I talked all the time about 
how we felt we would have to 
repay our debts to this country.” 

But when he went home and 
asked his mom for his passport 
and Social Security number so he 
could pre-enlist in the Marines, 
he found out he wasn’t a citizen. 

After their initial shock, the 
brothers applied for DACA sta¬ 
tus and in 2015 applied for the 
MAVNI program. They signed 
their enlistment papers in Janu¬ 
ary 2016 and waited for their 
background checks, growing 
alarmed when Trump said he 
wanted to end DACA. 

“I’ll be honest with you, there 
were days when I was like, ‘Oh 
man,”’ he said. “It just gets to 
you.” 

Then the brothers appeared on 
CNN to tell their story. By then, 
John Sena had passed his back¬ 
ground checks. He is slated to 
ship out Monday, the same day 
Trump’s deadline would have 
ended DACA had the courts not 
intervened. 

James Sena was still in limbo, 
but received his ship-out date a 
few days later. Stock, their lawyer, 
believes the timing right after his 
appearance on CNN was not a co¬ 
incidence, John Sena said. 

Despite all the talk about de¬ 
porting immigrants, he said he 
still has incredible gratitude. 

“Even though there is conflict 
or arguments between political 
parties, this country pretty much 
took us under its wing and took 
care of us,” he said. 

“We just want to pay it back,” 
he said. “Even if it (means) risk¬ 
ing our lives or potentially dying, 
we are OK with that.” 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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Artillery soldiers testing 
lighter targeting system 



Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Sgt. Richard Martinez, left, and Spec. Nicholas A. Whelan, of the 
8th Field Artillery Regiment, detect, recognize and identify a target 
using the Joint Effects Targeting System. 


By Amanda Dolasinski 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

Soldiers who eliminate enemy 
objectives with bombs, mis¬ 
siles and artillery can soon ditch 
their heavy targeting equipment 
for new, lighter technology that 
streamlines plotting and speeds 
up fire missions. 

The Joint Effects Target¬ 
ing System — a lightweight, 
all-weather location module 
— could be fielded to soldiers 
across the Army as soon as Oc¬ 
tober. Over the summer, soldiers 
from the 82nd Airborne Division 
Artillery’s 319 th Airborne Field 
Artillery Regiment tested the 
equipment’s ability to be dropped 
from aircraft, then assembled on 
the battlefield. 

“We didn’t have a system that 
every forward observer could 
use that was man-portable — es¬ 
pecially in Afghanistan in the 
mountains,” said Capt. Eric 
Munn, assistant product man¬ 
ager for the target equipment. 
“Let’s give them something that 
weighs 5.5 pounds so they can 


carry it around and do their job 
a lot better.” 

Since soldiers in the 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division hold the global 
response force mission that re¬ 
quires them to deploy across the 
globe within 18 hours, they will 
be among the first soldiers to re¬ 
ceive the equipment. 

In field artillery units, forward 
observers are specialized soldiers 
who detach from cannon crews to 
plot targets for elimination. Be¬ 
fore a crew can fire on an enemy, 
the process of a fire mission be¬ 
gins with the forward observer. 
They use targeting equipment to 
plot grid coordinates of enemy 
objectives, which are passed to 
a control center that verifies it 
and ensures it’s not a friendly 
objective. 

The data is then passed to the 
crews that can fire artillery, 
bombs or missiles. 

The entire process can be 
lengthy, which can be frustrating 
for units whose core mission is 
to rapidly discharge munition in 
support of U.S. or ally forces. 

Currently, forward observers 


use targeting equipment called 
Lightweight Laser Designator 
Rangefinders, which weigh about 
35 pounds. It requires more than 
one soldier to carry it. 

That equipment has a celestial 
camera that captures images in 
the sky to configure data for plot¬ 
ting objectives to destroy. If there 
are clouds or adverse weather, it 
can interfere with the plotting. 

The new, lightweight JETS can 
be carried by a soldier walking on 
a patrol. It uses three sources of 
data to plot enemies on a grid up 
to 2.5 kilometers away with a IO¬ 
meter accuracy radius. 

This system also speeds up the 
process because it streamlines 
data to get to the control cen¬ 
ter faster, allowing crews to fire 
sooner. 

Soldiers will be able to pin en¬ 
emies in specific areas with their 
fire power, Munn said. 

“Getting the time down is the 
most critical part of the targeting 
process,” he said. “The enemy 
moves around. If you send up a 
grid (to the control center), they’re 
going to be moving. The quicker 


you can get a grid through a pro¬ 
cess, the quicker you can be more 
lethal because the enemy has less 
time to react.” 

During testing at Fort Bragg, 
airborne soldiers had to ensure 
the equipment would still be func¬ 
tional after it was dropped from 
an aircraft. The soldiers pushed 
the equipment out of aircraft in 
bundles and also jumped with it, 
lowering it a few feet from their 
bodies as they parachuted to the 


ground. 

Once they hit the ground, sol¬ 
diers are capable of setting up the 
equipment within minutes. 

“There’s no other system that 
does what it does,” Munn said. 
“Soldiers are more lethal — espe¬ 
cially dismounted soldiers. They 
can target faster and more accu¬ 
rately than they used to be able to. 
They can start targeting targets 
and enemy combatants.” 


Marine who hit Iraqi eatery employee with chair avoids prison 


By Aimee Green 

The (Portland) Oregonian 

A man who was a Marine ser¬ 
geant major when he slammed a 
chair into the shoulder of an em¬ 
ployee at an Iraqi restaurant was 
sentenced Friday to five years of 
probation and $21,000 in fines. 

Damien Rodriguez was charged 
with a hate crime and assault in 
the incident in Northeast Port¬ 
land, Ore. The hate crime charge 
could have put him in prison for 
a mandatory five years and 10 
months under Oregon’s Measure 
11 sentencing law. 

But Rodriguez’s defense at¬ 
torney presented evidence that 
Rodriguez is suffering from post 
traumatic stress disorder from 
witnessing fellow soldiers die 
while in combat in Iraq. 

Rodriguez also had been drink¬ 
ing too much and delirious when 
he hurled insults at staff and cus¬ 
tomers at the DarSalam restau¬ 
rant on Northeast Alberta Street 
last April 21, his attorney said. 
The insults included derogatory 
statements about Iraq and the 
statement, “I’m American. You 
guys aren’t American.” 

Video shows Rodriguez, 41, 
picking up a chair and swinging 
it at a male employee, striking 
him in the neck and shoulders. 
Rodriguez has said he doesn’t re¬ 
member any of it — the slurs or 
assaulting the employee with the 
chair. But he does remember po¬ 
lice putting handcuffs on him. 

“He did say some ethnically 
insensitive things, but he is not 
a racist,” said defense attorney 


Sean Riddell. 

After his arrest, Rodriguez was 
forced to retire after 20 years 
of service in the military. His 
most recent rank was sergeant 
major, and he’d been awarded the 
Bronze Star for killing 10 enemy 
combatants during an ambush in 
Ramadi in 2004. Ten Marines in 
his battalion also died that day. 

He remembers terrible scenes, 
including how he had to recover 
the body of a 19-year-old Marine, 
covered in flies, from battle. 

Prosecutor Amity Girt said 
her office became convinced that 
Rodriguez’s actions were a by¬ 
product of trauma from his mili¬ 
tary service after delving into the 
facts of the case and Rodriguez’s 
medical history. 

Girt said the two victims in the 
case — the employee who was 
struck and a food server who got 
caught up in the melee — both 
support Rodriguez’s sentence, 
which allows him to avoid prison. 

Rodriguez pleaded guilty to a 
hate crime — second-degree in¬ 
timidation — and attempted sec¬ 
ond-degree assault in Multnomah 
County Circuit Court. 

Wearing a suit, Rodriguez took 
deep breaths as he spoke. He of¬ 
fered his “deepest apologies” to 
the restaurant staff and owners. 
He said the encounter prompted 
him to seek treatment for his 
PTSD, something he had pushed 
off addressing. 

“The incident that took place 
in your restaurant breaks my 
heart,” Rodriguez said, reading 
from a typed apology letter. “That 


is not the man and Marine I am. 
But what took place only under¬ 
scores that I have been deluding 
myself of.” 

Rodriguez has offered to apolo¬ 
gize to his victims and the restau¬ 
rant owners in person, but they 
have declined, he and his attor¬ 
ney said. The victims and own¬ 
ers didn’t attend the hearing and 
don’t want to comment, their at¬ 
torney said. 

The attack has left them and 
other workers at the restaurant 
deeply afraid, investigators said. 


After the attack, supporters of 
Rodriguez hounded the restau¬ 
rant with negative reviews and 
criticism on the internet. Some 
wrongly placed blame on the 
owners, incorrectly believing 
that they wanted a long prison 
sentence for Rodriguez despite 
his four deployments in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and the psychologi¬ 
cal trauma he’s suffered because 
of them. 

Rodriguez said he wants critics 
to back off the restaurant. 

“To them, I say this ... Please 


leave DarSalam restaurant, its 
owners and its employees alone. 
They have been compassion¬ 
ate and kind toward me. They 
are good people who did noth¬ 
ing wrong and deserve to be left 
alone.” 

He agreed to pay an $11,000 
compensatory fine to the em¬ 
ployee he struck and a $10,000 
compensatory fine to the server. 
Rodriguez also has agreed to con¬ 
tinue his intensive mental health 
treatment and said he has quit 
drinking. 


ENROLL NOW FOR SPRING CLASSES 
On-site and online classes start 
Monday, 12 March at sites across 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Register by 7 March for online classes and by 11 March for on-sil 
and hybrid classes. Apply for military TA early - deadlines vary. 

START WITH A 1-CREDIT SEMINAR 

Get a jump start on your studies and 

earn 1 credit in just 2 weeks with 
LIBS 150 Introduction to Research. 

UBS ISO is offered online and on-site at many locations. 

Check our website for the complete schedule. 

NEW STUDENTS: SAVE $50 
Get your $50 application fee waived 

by attending our New Student Webinar: 
Intro to UMUC Europe on 14 March. 

Visit www.europe.umuc.edu/webinars for details and to register. 
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Taliban, Afghan leaders at impasse over peace deal 



Allauddin Khan/AP 


Taliban fighters react to a speech by their senior leader in the Shindand district of 
Herat province, Afghanistan, in 2016. With U.S. support, the Afghan government has 
made a surprising new peace offer to the Taliban, only to immediately run into a wall. 


By Matthew Pennington 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Despite U.S. support, 
the Afghan government’s surprising new 
peace offer to the Taliban is immediately 
running into a wall. The insurgents show 
no sign of shifting from their demand that 
talks for a conflict-ending compromise 
take place with Washington, not Kabul. 

The impasse is blocking a diplomatic 
path out of America’s longest-running war 
and could prove as fateful as fortunes on 
the battlefield. 

The Trump administration said it’s esca¬ 
lating pressure on the Taliban to advance 
a negotiated solution to the fighting. But 
diplomacy is a distant second to military 
efforts right now, and the U.S. isn’t offer¬ 
ing carrots of its own to persuade the in¬ 
surgents to lay down their arms. 

Laurel Miller, who until last June was 
a senior American diplomat for Afghani¬ 
stan and Pakistan, said the U.S. should be 
clearer about what it’s willing to negotiate 
on, including when it might start pulling 
forces from Afghanistan. “That could set 
the stage for talks,” she said. 

Such a timetable seems a remote pros¬ 
pect, and President Donald Trump has 
consistently railed against the idea of tell¬ 
ing the enemy when the U.S. might leave. 
The U.S. involvement in the Afghan con¬ 
flict is now in its 17th year, and 10,000 Af¬ 
ghan civilians were killed or wounded in 
2017 alone. All sides are hung up on even 
the format for potential negotiations. The 
Obama administration’s peace push, which 
relied heavily on Afghanistan’s neighbor 
Pakistan, floundered in 2015. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani’s new 
effort, announced at an international con¬ 


ference in Kabul this past week, includes 
incentives for insurgents that join negotia¬ 
tions and enter the political mainstream. 
The government would provide passports 
and visas to Taliban members and their 
families, and work to remove sanctions 
against Taliban leaders, he said. The Is¬ 
lamist group could set up an office. 

Alice Wells, America’s top diplomat for 
South Asia, endorsed the overture and 
said the “onus” was on the Taliban to dem¬ 
onstrate they’re ready to talk, “not to me 
or the United States, but to the sovereign 
and legitimate government and people of 
Afghanistan.” 

With wounds and emotions still raw in 
Kabul after a wave of brutal Taliban at¬ 
tacks in late January, Ghani’s offer was a 
significant olive branch. Still, it’s one un¬ 
likely to change the calculus of hard-line 
insurgents, said Michael Kugelman, senior 
associate for South Asia at the Wilson Cen¬ 
ter think tank. 

And Barnett Rubin, a New York Univer¬ 
sity expert on Afghanistan who advised the 
Obama administration, said: “The trouble 
is that the major issue the Taliban is inter¬ 
ested in talking about is the one he has no 
control over — the presence of American 
troops in Afghanistan.” 

Top Afghan security officials maintain 
back-channel discussions with Taliban, 
The Associated Press has learned, but 
the officials’ efforts are not coordinated 
and more formal talks are impeded by the 
Taliban’s insistence that its “Islamic Emir¬ 
ate,” ousted in a U.S.-led invasion in 2001 
for hosting al-Qaida, remains Afghani¬ 
stan’s legitimate government. 

“America must end her occupation and 
must accept all our legitimate rights in¬ 


cluding the right to form a government 
consistent with the beliefs of our people,” 
the militant group said in a rambling Feb. 
14 letter addressed to the American people 
and “peace-loving congressmen.” It sought 
“peaceful dialogue” with Washington. 

Events on the ground are moving in the 
opposite direction. 

Since August, when Trump recommitted 


America to an indefinite military presence 
in the country, the U.S. has sent in thou¬ 
sands of additional forces to train Afghans, 
bringing the total U.S. troop figure to more 
than 14,000. The U.S. has intensified air- 
strikes, though there has been no signifi¬ 
cant dent on the Taliban, which control or 
contest nearly half the country. 


Syrian troops advance in rebel-held region near capital 


i _ 



Courtesy of the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets/AP 


Members of the Syrian Civil Defense group and civilians gather to help survivors from a street attacked 
by airstrikes and shelling by Syrian government forces in Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, Syria, on Friday. 


By Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian troops and 
allied militias have captured a 
number of villages and towns in 
a rebel-held region near the capi¬ 
tal, in the largest advance since 
a wide-scale offensive began last 
month, state media and activists 
reported Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations 
said it planned to deliver aid to a 
total of 70,000 people in the strick¬ 
en region starting Monday after it 
received approval from the gov¬ 
ernment to move in. 

U.N. officials had said lack of 
approvals and consensus among 
the warring parties, as well as 
the limited duration of the five- 
hour Russian-ordered humanitar¬ 
ian pause, had made aid delivery 
impossible. 

Syria’s Central Military Media 
said government forces captured 
at least six villages and towns 
along the edge of eastern Ghouta 
in the advance that began late 
Saturday. The Central Military 
Media later said the troops contin¬ 
ued their movement, reaching the 
outskirts of Mesraba, in central 
Ghouta. 

The military advances come 
amid reports of wide-scale inter¬ 
nal displacement as civilians flee 
government forces. 

A reporter from state-run Al- 
Ikhbariyah TV accompanied 
the troops and broadcast from 


Nashabiyah, a village on the 
southeastern edge of eastern Gh¬ 
outa. The reporter said the Syrian 
troops had crossed a “moat” and 
seized around 5 square miles. The 
advance was backed by intense 
shelling and airstrikes. 

Rebel factions said they 


launched a counteroffensive 
Sunday, sending fighters behind 
government lines in a series of at¬ 
tacks. The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said the rebels re¬ 
gained control of at least one town 
and fighting continued. 

The Observatory and the Syrian 


Civil Defense said civilians had 
fled their homes because of the 
advancing troops, with many of 
them taking cover in underground 
shelters. “It is a scorched-earth 
policy,” said Ghouta-based activ¬ 
ist Nour Adam. “People are mov¬ 
ing out because of the relentless 


bombing.” 

Eastern Ghouta, home to some 
400,000 people, has been under 
a crippling siege and daily bom¬ 
bardment for months. More than 
600 civilians have been killed in 
the last two weeks alone. 

Hamza Beriqdar, spokesman of 
the main rebel faction in Ghouta 
called the Army of Islam, said 
in an audio recording shared on 
social media that the opposition 
fighters had to retreat from some 
areas in eastern Ghouta amid a 
hail of fire from artillery shelling, 
airstrikes and helicopter attacks, 
also calling it a “scorched earth 
policy.” 

He said the rebels are regroup¬ 
ing and will continue to fight, and 
he called on civilians in Ghouta 
not to lose faith or criticize rebel 
fighters to keep a unified front and 
maintain morale. 

Meanwhile, no civilians have 
left Ghouta through a humanitar¬ 
ian corridor set up by Russia and 
the Syrian government nearly a 
week ago. 

In a statement Sunday, the 
U.N. said it plans to deliver aid to 
Douma, the largest town in eastern 
Ghouta, with its partners on the 
ground. An aid convoy consisting 
of 46 truckloads will be allowed in 
Monday with health and nutrition 
supplies and food for 27,500. 

The U.N. said it has received 
assurances that the next convoy 
will be delivered on March 8. 
















Monday, March 5,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 9 


NATION _ 

More snags for Mideast 
hopes as Netanyahu visits 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu looks on as President 
Donald Trump speaks during a meeting at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, in January. The Israeli leader is visiting 
Washington, D.C., this week. 


By Matthew Lee 
and Josh Lederman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Under the 
best of circumstances, a Mid¬ 
east peace deal is the Holy Grail 
of diplomacy, a goal that has 
eluded American presidents for 
generations. 

With Israeli Prime Minister 


Washington this 
week, the mix 
of politics, personalities and his¬ 
torical grievances that has stood 
in the way of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace is even more combustible 
than normal. 

President Donald Trump’s 
point man for mediation, Jared 
Kushner, is in the middle of a po¬ 
litical firestorm, his plan remains 
a mystery and the Palestinians 
aren’t even speaking to the White 
House. If that weren’t enough, 
Netanyahu and Trump are both 
distracted by mushrooming legal 
investigations at home. 

It’s all contributing to an in¬ 
tensified pessimism in the U.S., 
Israel and the West Bank about 
prospects for a Trump-brokered 
initiative to succeed. 

Kushner and a small team 
have spent the past year prepar¬ 
ing a much-awaited blueprint 
for peace, but no details have 
emerged. Many in the region 
wonder whether the vaunted plan 
will ever come. 


On the surface, Israel’s rela¬ 
tionship with the White House 
has never been better, buoyed 
by the Jewish state’s thunder¬ 
ous support for Trump’s deci¬ 
sion to relocate the U.S. Embassy 
in Jerusalem and recognize the 
disputed city as Israel’s capital. 
The announcements only rein¬ 
forced Palestinians impressions 
of Trump as biased against them. 

“A mediator will have to me¬ 
diate between two semi-equal 
parties. Otherwise it’s not a me¬ 
diation process,” said Husam 
Zomlot, the Palestinian ambassa¬ 
dor to Washington. “You have to 
level the field and level your rela¬ 
tionship between the two sides in 
order to be an honest mediator.” 

The world may soon be able to 
judge for itself. 

The Trump administration’s 
peace proposal is near comple¬ 
tion, according to U.S. officials, 
but faces an uncertain future as 
Kushner, the Trump son-in-law 
leading the effort, recently lost 
his top-secret security clearance. 
Former negotiators say Kushner’s 
downgraded status probably will 
severely impair his ability to do 
the job. 

Beneath the veneer of U.S.-Is- 
raeli unity, there is lingering dis¬ 
agreement and suspicion. 

Israel is increasingly worried 
that Trump is backsliding on a 
pledge to “fix” or dismantle the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal. Israel also 
is concerned that behind Trump’s 


tough public stance toward Teh¬ 
ran is an acquiescence to Iran’s 
growing presence in Syria and in¬ 
fluence in Lebanon — two Israeli 
neighbors. 

“The Israelis now are un¬ 
doubtedly sounding the alarm,” 
said Jonathan Schanzer, who 
researches Iran’s regional influ¬ 
ence at the hawkish Foundation 
for the Defense of Democracies. 
“The assets the Israelis see on 
the other side of the border to its 
north — they are not happy.” 

Nevertheless, it’s in Netanya¬ 
hu’s interest to keep such disputes 
out of the public eye, said David 
Makovsky, a former State De¬ 
partment official who worked on 
Mideast peace negotiations. The 
Israeli leader faces multiple in¬ 
vestigations related to allegations 
of bribery and corruption. 

“It’s important for him not to 
run afoul of Trump,” said Ma¬ 
kovsky, now at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. 
“It’s necessary for him to show 
he’s not so engulfed by his own 
legal problems that he’s not func¬ 
tioning as a leader.” 

Trump and Netanyahu are 
scheduled to meet Monday, in the 
middle of the annual American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee 
policy conference, which brings 
thousands of pro-Israel officials, 
lawmakers, activists and academ¬ 
ics to Washington. 

Israel views Iran as an existen¬ 
tial threat and Netanyahu has re¬ 


peatedly implored Trump to “fix 
it or nix it” when it comes to the 
nuclear deal. That agreement, 
negotiated by the Obama admin¬ 
istration and other world pow¬ 
ers, rewarded Iran with billions 
of dollars in sanctions relief for 
curbing its nuclear program. 

Critics, including Netanyahu 
and Trump, say Tehran got too 
much for too little. Among the 
remedies they’re advocating: 
removal of several of the deal’s 
clauses that allow Iran to gradu¬ 
ally resume advanced nuclear 
work starting in 2024. 

Trump has said he won’t renew 
U.S. waivers for sanctions when 
they next expire on May 12 un¬ 
less European countries agree to 
a new deal that would force them 
to punish Tehran if the Iranians 
resume advanced nuclear work. 
He wants tougher inspections 
and penalties for Iranian missile 
testing. He also wants Europe to 
punish Iran’s support for the anti- 
Israeli militant group Hezbol¬ 


lah, Yemen’s Houthi rebels and 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
government. 

Israeli officials are most im¬ 
mediately concerned about Iran’s 
missile work. They want U.S. and 
European commitments to pun¬ 
ish Iran for work on medium- 
range missiles capable of hitting 
Israel and Iran’s Arab rivals. The 
Europeans have balked, citing 
U.N. restrictions that focus only 
on longer-range projectiles. U.S. 
officials negotiating with Brit¬ 
ain, France and Germany appear 
to agree with the Europeans, 
prompting the Israeli concern. 

Trump’s Mideast peace aspi¬ 
rations aren’t any more certain. 
After winning praise in Israel 
for his Jerusalem proclamation, 
he made clear the Israelis would 
have to make concessions, too. He 
hasn’t said what those might be. 

“You won one point, and you’ll 
give up some points later in the 
negotiation, if there’s ever a nego¬ 
tiation,” Trump said in January. 


Eastern towns clean up 
after nasty nor’easter 



Jay WESTCOTT/The News & Advance via AP 

Fuel is siphoned from an overturned tractor-trailer on Route 29 in Amherst, Va., on Friday. 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Coastal communi¬ 
ties in the Northeast experienced 
damaging high tide flooding and 
the lingering effects of power¬ 
ful, gusting winds Saturday even 
as residents tried to shake off a 
nor’easter that had already in¬ 
undated roads and basements, 
snapped trees and knocked out 
power to more than 2 million 
homes and businesses from Vir¬ 
ginia to Maine. 

All along Massachusetts’ heav¬ 
ily populated coast that includes 
Boston and Cape Cod, Saturday’s 
midday high tide saw roaring, 
white-capped waves crashing 
onto shorelines, the churning 
surf battering beachfront homes, 
dousing docks and harbors and 
taking huge chunks out of the 
eroding coastline. 

“We’ve been here a long time 
and we’ve never seen it as bad as 
this,” said Alex Barmashi, as he 
took in the fearsome spectacle 
along Cape Cod Bay in Bourne, 
Mass. 

Up the coast in Scituate, Becky 
Smith assessed the damage 


wrought in the coastal town near 
Boston, where on Friday power¬ 
ful ocean waves dumped mounds 
of sand and rubble on roads and 
winds uprooted entire trees. “It 
looks like a war zone,” she said. 
“Just a lot of debris, big rocks 
and pieces of wood littering the 
streets.” 

Residents elsewhere bailed 
out basements and surveyed the 
damage while waiting for power 
to be restored, a process that 
power companies warned could 
take days in parts. 

By Saturday evening, power 
outages on the East Coast had 
dipped by about 500,000 from a 
peak of 2 million earlier in the day. 
Officials said the lingering wind 
gusts — up to 40 mph in some 
areas — were slowing power re¬ 
pair efforts by tens of thousands 
of utility workers even through 
the main thrust of the storm had 
moved some 350 miles southeast 
of Cape Cod that morning. 

The death toll from the storm 
increased by three, with authori¬ 
ties saying at least eight people 
had lost their lives. 


A 25-year-old man in Connecti¬ 
cut, a 57-year-old Pennsylvania 
man and a 37-year-old Massa¬ 
chusetts man were killed when 
trees fell on their vehicles Fri¬ 
day. The other five people killed 
included two children. A man 
and a 6-year-old boy were killed 
in different parts of Virginia, 
while an 11-year-old boy in New 
York state and a man in Rhode 
Island, both died. A 77-year-old 
woman died after being struck by 
a branch outside her home near 
Baltimore. 

The storm prompted more than 


2,800 flight cancellations, mostly 
in the Northeast on Friday. A day 
later, airports from Washington, 
D.C. to Boston were still report¬ 
ing dozens of delays and cancella¬ 
tions, but they were recovering. 

Meanwhile, Massachusetts 
Gov. Charlie Baker declared a 
state of emergency Saturday, join¬ 
ing governors in Maryland and 
Virginia who had earlier made 
the declarations. 

Floodwaters in Quincy, Mass., 
submerged cars and trapped 
people in their homes. Local first- 
responders and National Guard 


troops rescued dozens of people 
overnight and were continuing to 
implore people not to try and nav¬ 
igate floodwaters on their own. 

On New Jersey’s coast, Char- 
lanne and Abby Nosal huddled on 
the beach in Avalon despite the 
biting wind and crashing waves. 
The mother and daughter, who 
were in town for a cheerleading 
competition, told The Philadel¬ 
phia Inquirer the storm may have 
put a damper on their trip, but not 
their spirits. 

“Any day at the beach,” said 
Charlanne Nosal, “is a good day.” 
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Bill restricting gun purchases goes to Fla. Senate 
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Mark Wallheiser/AP 


A slideshow displays photos of each person killed in the shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in the Florida Senate 
chamber. Lawmakers spent hours Saturday debating a bill to 
increase school safety and restrict gun purchases. 


By Brendan Farrington 

Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 
Florida Senate agreed to advance 
a bill that would increase school 
safety and restrict gun purchases 
during a rare weekend session 
that often turned into a debate on 
gun control and arming teachers 
in the aftermath of last month’s 
Parkland school shootings. 

The Senate spent nearly eight 
hours on Saturday debating doz¬ 
ens of amendments to the 100- 
page bill before finally approving 
the legislation for a final vote on 
Monday. Democratic proposals to 
ban assault rifles and large-ca¬ 
pacity magazines were rejected, 
as was a Democratic proposal to 
strip language from the bill that 
would create a program to arm 
teachers who have gone through 
law-enforcement training if school 
districts choose to take part in the 
so-called marshal plan. 

The Senate began the session 
at 10 a.m. and was originally sup¬ 
posed to wrap up discussion by 1 
p.m. But senators extended the 


session and didn’t wrap up until 
after 6 p.m. 

It was clear that senators were 
divided on the bill and not just 
on party lines. While crafted by 
Republicans, some GOP senators 
still opposed it because they don’t 
agree with raising the minimum 
age to guy a rifle from 18 to 21 or 
requiring a waiting period to buy 
the weapons. 

Democrats believe the legis¬ 
lation doesn’t go far enough in 
some ways and too far in others. 
And while some oppose the bill, 
others believe it’s at least a first 
step toward gun safety. 

Democrats want to ban weapons 
such as the AR-15 assault-style 
rifle, which was used to kill 17 peo¬ 
ple at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School on Feb. 14. Many 
also oppose arming teachers. 
The bill also includes provisions 
to boost school security, establish 
new mental health programs in 
schools, and improve communica¬ 
tion between schools, law enforce¬ 
ment and state agencies. 

But much of the debate Satur¬ 
day revolved around gun control 


and whether people should have a 
right to own an assault rifle. 

“Every constitutional right 
that we hold dear has a limita¬ 
tion,” said Democratic Sen. Gary 
Farmer. “These are just military- 


style killing machines and the 
right of self-defense and the abil¬ 
ity to hunt will go on.” 

Republicans argued that ban¬ 
ning such weapons would violate 
the Second Amendment right to 


bear arms. 

“Our founding fathers weren’t 
talking about hunting, and they 
weren’t talking about protecting 
themselves from the thief down 
the street who might break in,” 
said Republican Sen. David Sim¬ 
mons. Simmons said people need 
guns to protect themselves from a 
tyrannical government. 

“Adolf Hitler confiscated all 
the weapons — took all the weap¬ 
ons, had a registry of everybody 
— and then on the night of June 
30,1934, sent out his secret police 
and murdered all of his political 
opponents,” Simmons said. “You 
think it doesn’t happen in a free 
society? It does.” 

The Legislature wraps up its 
annual session on Friday. Law¬ 
makers are scrambling to take 
some kind of action before then. 
The full House has yet to take up 
its version of the bill. 

Republican Gov. Rick Scott 
has been lobbying lawmakers to 
pass his plan to assign at least one 
law-enforcement officer for every 
1,000 students at a school. Scott is 
opposed to arming teachers. 


Police investigate why 
student shot parents 
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Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


A law enforcement officer stands at the entrance to Lafayette Park across from the White House on 
Saturday after a man shot himself outside the building. 

Man commits suicide in front of White House 


By Denis Slattery 

New York Daily News 

A man committed suicide out¬ 
side the White House on Satur¬ 
day, sparking panic and sending 
parts of the nation’s capital into 
lockdown. 

The Secret Service first said 
it was responding to reports of 
a self-inflicted shooting along 
the White House’s north fence 
around noon. 

The sound of gunfire echoed 
across the grounds, and reporters 
said they were told to stay inside 
the White House. 

Video taken near the presiden¬ 
tial residence showed crowds of 


people running away from the 
area as Metropolitan Police raced 
toward the scene. 

President Donald Trump was 
in Florida at the time. He spent 
the night at Mar-a-Lago, his 
Palm Beach estate, and attended 
a Republican fundraiser Friday 
night. 

The White House said it was 
aware of the situation and that 
Trump had been briefed. 

Streets surrounding the White 
House were closed, and tourists 
were kept at bay as police cor¬ 
doned off a large part of Penn¬ 
sylvania Avenue across from 
Lafayette Square. 

The local police said later that 


an “adult male has been declared 
deceased. We are working to no¬ 
tify next of kin.” 

No other injuries were 
reported. 

The incident came a week after 
an armed Tennessee woman 
slammed her car into a security 
barrier near the western entrance 
of the White House 

Jessica Ford, of La Vergne, 
Tenn., was arrested after she 
crashed her van into a barrier at 
the corner of E and 17th streets, 
the Secret Service said. 

Ford, who tried to scale the 
White House fence last year, was 
carrying a pistol without a li¬ 
cense, according to police. 


By Rick Callahan 

Associated Press 

Investigators were trying to 
figure out why a Central Michi¬ 
gan University student charged 
with fatally shooting his parents 
acted so strangely the day before 
the killings that he was taken to a 
hospital. 

The shooting happened Friday 
after James Eric Davis Jr.’s par¬ 
ents picked him up from that hos¬ 
pital and brought him to his dorm 
to pack up for spring break. Uni¬ 
versity police Chief Bill Yeagley 
said the teen can be seen on video 
in the dorm’s parking lot with 
the gun before he entered the 
residence hall where his parents 
were shot around 8:30 a.m. 

Davis Jr., 19, has been charged 
with two counts of murder and 
a weapons charge in the shoot¬ 
ings of his father, Eric Davis Sr., 
and mother, Diva Davis, univer¬ 
sity spokeswoman Heather Smith 
said. Davis Sr. was a part-time 
police officer in Bellwood, Ill., 
and Yeagley said the gun used by 
Davis Jr. belonged to his father. 

At a press conference Saturday, 
Yeagley declined to say whether 
drugs were found in Davis Jr.’s 
system. He declined to say what 
type of gun was used or whether it 
was his father’s service revolver. 

Davis Jr. was initially taken to a 
hospital after his arrest early Sat¬ 
urday but will be moved to a jail 
once he’s discharged. 

Authorities said Davis Jr. fled 
after the shootings, prompting 
an intensive manhunt in the area. 
He was arrested without inci¬ 
dent shortly after midnight when 
someone aboard a train spotted 
a person along railroad tracks in 
Mount Pleasant and called police, 


Yeagley said. 

Central Michigan is at Mount 
Pleasant, about a 285-mile drive 
from the family’s hometown of 
Plainfield, Ill., in south suburban 
Chicago. The shooting occurred 
on a day when parents were ar¬ 
riving to pick up students at the 
university for the beginning of a 
weeklong spring break. 

Yeagley said witness state¬ 
ments and video indicate that at 
the time they were shot, Davis 
Jr.’s parents were in his fourth- 
floor dorm at the campus’ Camp¬ 
bell Hall “simply packing up for 
spring break.” 

Davis Sr. had been a member of 
the Illinois Army National Guard, 
serving in the Iraq War and later 
as a recruiter, according to Illi¬ 
nois National Guard spokesman 
Lt. Col. Brad Leighton. 

An officer was so concerned 
about Davis Jr.’s erratic behavior 
that he had spoken to his mother 
about possible drug use before 
the parents arrived on campus. 

“The mother said she, too, was 
concerned this could be drugs,” 
he said. 

Yeagley said Davis Jr. had 
not been previously identified 
by campus officials as someone 
that others on campus were con¬ 
cerned about. 

“Mr. Davis was not ever report¬ 
ed, and we had no interaction that 
we’re aware of with him in any 
negative fashion — with anybody 
— prior to this incident,” he said. 

University President George 
E. Ross said the shooting left the 
campus and surrounding com¬ 
munity traumatized. “There were 
thousands of people who were 
sheltering in place yesterday, and 
they will be dealing with this for 
the rest of their lives,” he said. 
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Eli Keel via AP 


Intimacy director Alicia Rodis watches actors Remy Sisk and Maxwell Williams, in Louisville, Ky. Rodis’ 
job is to help theater companies establish procedures that ensure its members are comfortable with 
physical contact, and also protect actors from harassment done under the guise of acting. 


Coaches help actors be ‘intimate’ 
without edging into harassment 


By Ashlie Stevens 
WFPL-FM 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — In a Shelby Park rehearsal 
space, six actors stand in pairs, asking permission to 
touch various parts of their partners’ bodies: shoul¬ 
ders, stomachs, even their shoes. 

Alicia Rodis, who stands by with a notebook, says 
this is an easy exercise in on-stage consent — some¬ 
thing she specializes in as an intimacy director. 

“An intimacy director is a choreographer for the 
intimate moments in play or series or film, but is 
also an advocate for the actors in the room,” Rodis 
says. 

Rodis is one of the founders of the New York 
City-based Intimacy Directors International. She’s 
worked in classrooms at Juilliard and with compa¬ 
nies like the New York Shakespeare Exchange. 

In most workplaces, physical contact is not part 
of the job description; but for actors, it’s often in 
the script. Rodis’ job is to help theatre companies 
establish procedures that ensure its members are 
comfortable with that touch — and also protect ac¬ 
tors from harassment under the excuse that “it’s just 
acting.” 

She’s in Louisville working with Theatre 502 on a 
new play called “Nobody Bunny” by Eli Keel. The 
play draws from the legends of trickster gods in Na¬ 
tive American and Norse mythology. 

There’s nothing too graphic shown in the actual 
play — a few forceful kisses and some light touch¬ 
ing — but regardless, Rodis says her work is about 
establishing a safe work environment for the actors 
involved. 

“The work that we do at IDI is threefold,” Rodis 


says. “It is an acting and movement technique, it 
is protocols and procedures for handling scenes of 
intimacy, and it’s about being an advocate for our 
actors.” 

So what does this look like in practice? Take the 
first kiss between actors Remy Sisk and Maxwell 
Williams. 

Rodis leads them through the kiss like it was a 
piece of choreography in a dance. They talk about 
motivation first and establish consent, then it’s done 
initially in slow-motion, with each movement count¬ 
ed out. Then they add lips and practice it at normal 
speed. 

By the end of the session, the kiss looks natural 
and the actors remain comfortable. 

“I think one of the things that really struck me was 
just counting out the movements of a kiss,” says Gil 
Reyes, the artistic director of Theatre 502. “Break¬ 
ing it down, and then letting the emotion and tension 
later come to that, but building the structure for it. 
That’s not something I would have ever thought to 
do.” 

Reyes says he learned a lot from Rodis’ visit with 
regards to the actual choreography of intimate 
scenes, but the most important thing he learned 
was encouraging his actors to continue checking in 
with each other about their boundaries and comfort 
zones. 

And Rodis says this is perhaps the biggest key to 
creating a harassment-free theater space. 

“We forget, you know, a director or writer may be 
in a position of power and also instructing their ac¬ 
tors to do something sexual, which at that moment 
you have the ability to be Harvey Weinstein,” Rodis 
says. 


Dems seeking 
to help wealthy 
after tax change 


By Geoff Mulvihill 

Associated Press 

CHERRY HILL, N. J. — Resis¬ 
tance to the Republican tax over¬ 
haul comes with an ideological 
twist for some Democratic state 
officials: They’ve styled them¬ 
selves as champions of the work¬ 
ing class but are pushing hard 
for measures that would reduce 
taxes mostly for the wealthy. 

Democratic governors and 
lawmakers in a handful of high- 
income, high-tax states are pro¬ 
moting policies that are intended 
to spare their residents the pain 
of the new $10,000 cap on deduc¬ 
tions for state and local taxes. 
Connecticut, New Jersey and New 
York are even planning to sue the 
federal government over the new 
cap, which was a key provision of 
the Republican tax overhaul ad¬ 
opted in December. 

The legislative workarounds 
have moved swiftly through 
state Senate chambers in Cali¬ 
fornia and New Jersey. A bill 
with similar components passed 
the Oregon Senate and House in 
the last two weeks. The concept 
is under consideration in Con¬ 
necticut, Maryland, New York, 
Rhode Island and the District of 
Columbia. 

Proponents say the cap on state 
and local tax deductions dispro¬ 
portionately affects states con¬ 
trolled by Democrats and raises 
the cost of living. They say that 
has the potential to drive well-off 
residents to other states. 

California state Senate Presi¬ 
dent Pro Tem Kevin de Leon, 
a Democrat sponsoring the bill 
there, said the state budget would 
take a big hit if wealthier residents 
flee California because they pay 
the bulk of the taxes. 

“We have to offer services like 
schools, like health care, like re¬ 
sources for senior citizens who 
have Alzheimer’s,” he said. 

John Moorlach, a Republican 
state senator, finds irony in the 
Democrats’ efforts. 

Last year, a Democratic col¬ 
league sarcastically thanked him 


for taking a stance that would 
protect yacht owners. This year, 
Moorlach had a retort: 

“It’s rich that you guys are try¬ 
ing to help the wealthy now in 
California,” he said at a January 
committee meeting. “So welcome 
aboard.” 

De Leon, who is running for 
U.S. Senate, said it’s the first time 
he’s ever been criticized for help¬ 
ing the wealthy. 

Republican critics say the 
states should be reassessing their 
taxes instead of trying to circum¬ 
vent the new tax law. 

“What’s worse?” asked New 
Jersey state Sen. Joe Pennacchio, 
a Republican who voted against 
the work-around measure there. 
“Not being able to take the tax 
deduction or having high taxes to 
begin with?” 

Under the deductions, known 
as SALT for state and local taxes, 
money paid to state and local 
governments is not counted as 
taxable income by the federal 
government in many cases. The 
higher a taxpayer’s state and 
local taxes, the bigger the benefit 
the federal deduction can be. 

The new law caps the deduc¬ 
tion while also lowering tax rates. 
Overall, it’s expected to result in 
reduced tax bills for most Ameri¬ 
cans, with the biggest savings 
going to high earners. 

But in California, New Jersey 
and New York, a much larger 
share of the top 1 percent of earn¬ 
ers — 24 to 43 percent of them — 
actually would see their federal 
taxes rise under the GOP tax law, 
according to an analysis from 
the nonpartisan Tax Policy Cen¬ 
ter. That is largely because they 
would lose most of the benefit of 
the SALT deduction. 

New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy’s 
office describes the push for a 
work-around to the new cap on 
local taxes as a matter of fairness, 
especially if many of the federal 
tax breaks expire as scheduled in 
2027. 


Putin: Russia will ‘never’ extradite indicted citizens 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Russia will 
“never” extradite any of the 13 
Russians indicted by the United 
States for election-meddling, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said, even as he insisted 
they didn’t act on behalf of his 
government. 

Putin’s comments in an NBC 


News interview airing Sunday 
illustrated the long odds that 
the Russian operatives will ever 
appear in U.S. court to answer 
charges of running a massive, 
secret social media trolling and 
targeted messaging operation to 
interfere in the 2016 presidential 
election. The United States has 
no extradition treaty with Mos¬ 


cow and can’t compel it to hand 
over citizens, and a provision in 
Russia’s constitution prohibits 
extraditing its citizens to foreign 
countries. 

“Never. Never. Russia does not 
extradite its citizens to anyone,” 
Putin said. 

Even if the Russians never 
face justice in the United States, 


the sweeping indictment served 
the added purpose of increasing 
the public’s awareness about the 
elaborate foreign campaign to 
meddle in American democracy, 
legal experts have said. 

The detailed, 37-page indict¬ 
ment from special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller last month alleges 
Russian operatives working for 


the Internet Research Agency 
used fake social media accounts 
and on-the-ground political or¬ 
ganizing to exacerbate divisive 
political issues in the U.S. Posing 
as American activists, the opera¬ 
tives tried to conceal the effort’s 
Russian roots by purchasing 
space on U.S. computer servers 
and using U.S. email providers. 
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This circa 1900 photo shows Chinese-Americans in an opium den. 



Left: About 459 ounces of pure heroin valued at over $1 million on the black market 
lies on a table at the Customs Enforcement Bureau in New York in 1947 after a 
seizure from a French freighter. Right: Police detectives examine the arms of a 
suspected narcotics dealer and user in New York in 1957. 



Left: U.S. troops addicted to heroin sit together at an Army amnesty center in Long 
Binh, Vietnam, in August 1971. Right: A razor blade is used to divide the contents of 
a $5 vile of crack in the South Bronx section of New York in 1989. 


By Mike Stobbe 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK 
hile declaring the opioid crisis 
a national public health emer¬ 
gency Thursday, President 
Donald Trump said: “Nobody 
has seen anything like what’s going on 
now.” 

He was right — and he was wrong. 

Yes, this is the most widespread and 
deadly drug crisis in the nation’s history. 
But there has been a long string of other 
such epidemics, each sharing chilling simi¬ 
larities with today’s unfolding tragedy. 

There was an outbreak after the Civil War 
when soldiers and others became addicted 
to a new pharmaceutical called morphine, 
one of the first of many man-made opioids. 
There was another in the early 1900s after a 
different drug was developed to help “cure” 
morphine addiction. It was called heroin. 

Cocaine also was developed by drugmak- 
ers and sold to help morphine addiction. It 
cleared nasal passages, too, and became the 
official remedy of the Hay Fever Associa¬ 
tion. In 1910, President William H. Taft told 
Congress that cocaine was the most serious 
drug problem the nation had ever faced. 

Over the next century, abuse outbreaks of 
cocaine, heroin and other drugs like meth- 
amphetamine, marketed as a diet drug, 
would emerge and then fall back. 

Trump vowed in his recent remarks: “We 
will free our nation from the terrible afflic¬ 
tion of drug abuse.” But the grim reality is 
that these drugs never disappear complete¬ 
ly once they’ve emerged. 

The good news, though, is that drug 
epidemics do fade considerably — usually 
because reduced supply and demand even¬ 
tually diminish the number of new addic¬ 
tions, experts say. And that history offers 
some hope for the future. 

The 1800s 

Most U.S. drug epidemics over the past 
two centuries were sparked by pharma¬ 
ceutical companies and physicians push¬ 
ing products that gradually proved to be 
addictive and dangerous. In the 1800s the 
drug was often opium, usually sold as a liq¬ 
uid in products like laudanum, and given 
to patients for pain or trouble sleeping. 
Mary Todd Lincoln, President Abraham 
Lincoln’s wife, took it for headaches and be¬ 
came addicted. 

The drug also was used to get high. 
“Opium fiends” smoked it in opium dens 
like those in San Francisco’s Chinatown. 
Rev. Frederick Masters, a 19th-century 
Methodist missionary, described opium 
dens in that city as dark, fumy basements, 
“sepulcher-like in their silence save for 
the sputtering of opium pipes or the heavy 
breathing of their sleeping victims.” 

The young nation’s drug problem grew 
because of morphine, a painkiller derived 
from opium through a chemical process 
that was perfected by E. Merck & Compa¬ 
ny, of Germany. It made battlefield injuries 
more bearable for Civil War soldiers, but so 
many veterans got hooked that morphine 
addiction was sometimes called “the Army 
disease.” 

It would get worse. Cocaine and heroin 
were soon developed — in part to help mor¬ 
phine addiction. 

Merck introduced cocaine, which became 
a prime ingredient in a variety of over-the- 
counter tonics for sinus problems and other 
ailments. Because of its energizing effects, 
beverage makers put it in their wines and 
sodas and laborers in the South sniffed it to 
get through grueling work shifts. 

Bayer, another German pharmaceuti¬ 
cal company, began marketing heroin in 
the 1890s. It often came in pill form, with¬ 


out prescription, and was used to treat the 
flu and respiratory ailments. But it came 
to be sniffed — and later, injected — by 
those looking for a more intense high or a 
substitute for other drugs, whether it was 
morphine in 1905 or opioid pain pills like 
Vicodin in 2015. 

From cure to curse 

In the early 1900s, cocaine shifted from 
a consumer fad into reviled epidemic, as 
physicians began documenting addiction 
problems and police chiefs linked recre¬ 
ational cocaine use to prostitution and vio¬ 
lent crime. It led to the first national effort 
to contain a drug epidemic: In 1914, Con¬ 
gress passed the Harrison Act, which said 
cocaine and heroin could be sold only as 
a prescription medicine, not in over-the- 
counter remedies or in consumer products. 

Historians believe a growing stigma at¬ 
tached to cocaine use was the main reason 
the epidemic declined, but they say enforce¬ 
ment of the Harrison Act — and its impact 
on prices — also was important. Cocaine 
and heroin got much more expensive when 
they were driven underground. 

Drugs were still abused in the later years 
in pockets of society — cocaine use was 


rampant in Hollywood in the 1920s, for ex¬ 
ample. But economics and politics helped 
prevent large-scale epidemics for a time. 
The Great Depression meant few had the 
disposable income for an illicit drug habit, 
and World War II decimated the supply of 
drugs from overseas. 

“There’s no customs patrol more efficient 
than a U-boat,” said David Courtwright, a 
University of North Florida historian. 

Alcohol and cigarettes were — and re¬ 
main — the nation’s primary addictions. 
Both kill far more people than drugs. But 
since the mid-1900s, there’s been wave after 
wave of other drug abuse outbreaks. 

The first war on drugs 

Amphetamines, developed in the 1930s, 
took off in the 1950s. Marketed by drug 
companies and promoted by doctors, they 
were used for weight loss, anxiety and de¬ 
pression. Methamphetamine, developed 
by the Burroughs Wellcome drug compa¬ 
ny, was often prescribed as a diet pill and 
abused by those attracted to the surge of en¬ 
ergy it produced. Users who injected it were 
known as “speed freaks.” 

Greater regulation of the drugs in 1970, 
along with the stigma attached to speed 


freaks, caused the drugs to recede as others 
became more widely used. 

In the 1960s and 1970s, heroin use surged, 
prompted in part by Vietnam War soldiers 
who were exposed to it while fighting over¬ 
seas. Unlike the doctor-driven previous 
drug epidemics, this one victimized poor, 
inner-city neighborhoods most. 

President Richard Nixon’s 1971 “war on 
drugs” declaration kicked off a long period 
of attacking the drug problem with beefed- 
up law enforcement and tougher sentences 
for users and dealers. The approach did cut 
down foreign shipments of heroin and mari¬ 
juana, but those successes were temporary, 
and many historians argue Nixon’s war ul¬ 
timately was a losing effort. 

Heroin use faded in the late ’70s, but 
cocaine was on its way back, first in pow¬ 
der form and then becoming an epidemic 
of crack in the 1980s, when a supply glut 
prompted dealers to sell hardened cocaine 
rocks that sold for $5 to $10 on the street. 

Many young thrill-seekers, wary of heroin 
and needles, thought crack was less danger¬ 
ous because it was smoked like marijuana. 

Like the heroin surge before it, crack 
was seen as tied to urban blight and violent 
crime. This triggered a new drug war, in¬ 
cluding the “this is your brain on drugs” TV 
spots that showed frying eggs, and harsh 
jail sentences for the sale and possession 
of crack that were far more severe than the 
penalties for regular cocaine. 

The crack epidemic died out in the 1990s, 
tailing off at roughly the same time both 
in cities that aggressively arrested people 
and cities that didn’t. Experts said the po¬ 
lice crackdown contributed, but more im¬ 
portant was society’s growing repulsion to 
the drugs. Families and communities were 
shattered by crack-related murders and ar¬ 
rests. The drug’s users came to be regarded 
as disgraceful “crackheads.” Even risk-tak¬ 
ing kids, looking for new highs, started to 
avoid crack. 

Today’s opioid epidemic 

In 1900, when cocaine and heroin were 
legal and popular, there were 250,000 
Americans with a drug addiction, according 
to one historical estimate. That was about 
1 in 300 Americans. The estimate today is 
1 in 133, and the drugs are deadlier than 
ever. There were fewer than 3,000 overdose 
deaths in 1970, when a heroin epidemic was 
raging in U.S. cities. There were fewer than 
5,000 recorded in 1988, around the height 
of the crack epidemic. More than 64,000 
Americans died from drug overdoses last 
year, according to the U.S. Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention. 

This epidemic started in about 1995, 
kicked off by a drug called OxyContin, 
which like heroin and morphine before it 
was meant to be a safer and more effective 
opioid. OxyContin and competitor drugs 
were designed to release the medication 
slowly over long periods of time, making 
them supposedly safe and effective enough 
to use for months to treat chronic pain. 
But patients found themselves hooked and 
wanting more, and drug abusers found they 
could crush the tablets and snort or inject 
them, delivering the drug to the blood¬ 
stream much more quickly. 

Aggressive marketing and distribution 
pushed hundreds of millions of pills into 
communities. Then, more and more ad¬ 
dicts turned to cheaper alternatives, bought 
illegally, like heroin and fentanyl, which 
is an opioid medication developed to treat 
intense, end-of-life pain in cancer patients 
that is 50 to 100 times more powerful than 
morphine. 

“It’s a very complex epidemic” that is 
nowhere close to being over, said Dr. Anne 
Schuchat, the CDC’s principal deputy direc¬ 
tor, in an interview earlier this year. 
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David Hanson, the founder of Hanson Robotics, bites an apple held by Sophia, a lifelike robot powered by artificial intelligence in Hong Kong in September. 


Former Disney imagineer working to win humans over with lifelike robots 


By Kelvin Chan 

Associated Press 

HONG KONG — David Hanson envi¬ 
sions a future in which Al-powered robots 
evolve to become “superintelligent, genius 
machines” that might help solve some of 
mankind’s most challenging problems. 

If only it were as simple as that. 

The Texas-born former sculptor at Walt 
Disney Imagineering and his Hong Kong- 
based startup Hanson Robotics are com¬ 
bining artificial intelligence with southern 
China’s expertise in toy design, electron¬ 
ics and manufacturing to craft humanoid 
“social robots” with faces designed to be 
lifelike and appealing enough to win trust 
from humans who interact with them. 

Hanson, 49, is perhaps best known as the 
creator of Sophia, a talk show-going robot 
partly modeled on Audrey Hepburn that 
he calls his “masterpiece.” 

Akin to an animated mannequin, she 
seems as much a product of his background 
in theatrics as an example of advanced 
technology. 

“You’re talking to me right now, which 
is very ‘Blade Runner,’ no?” Sophia said 
during a recent visit to Hanson Robotics’ 
headquarters in a suburban Hong Kong 
science park, its home since soon after 
Hanson moved to the city in 2013. 

“Do you ever look around you and think, 
‘Wow I’m living in a real world science fic¬ 
tion novel?”’ she asked. “Is it weird to be 
talking to a robot right now?” 

Hanson Robotics has made about a dozen 
copies of Sophia, who, like any human, is a 
work in progress. A multinational team of 
scientists and engineers is fine-tuning her 
appearance and the algorithms that enable 
her to smile and blink and to refine her un¬ 
derstanding and communication. 

Sophia has moving, 3D-printed arms 


and, with the help of a South Korean robot¬ 
ics company, she’s now going mobile. Shuf¬ 
fling slowly on boxy, black legs, Sophia 
made her walking debut in Las Vegas last 
week at the CES electronics trade show. 

Her skin is made of a nanotechnology 
material that Hanson invented and dubbed 
“Frubber,” short for flesh-rubber, that 
has a flesh-like, bouncy texture. Cameras 
in her eyes and a 3-D sensor in her chest 
help her to “see,” while the processor that 
serves as her brain combines facial and 
speech recognition, natural language pro¬ 
cessing, speech synthesis and a motion 
control system. 

Sophia seems friendly and engaging, 
despite the unnatural pauses and cadence 
in her speech. Her predecessors include 
an Albert Einstein, complete with bushy 
mustache and white thatch of hair, a robot 
named Alice whose grimaces run a gamut 
of emotions, and one eerily resembling the 
late sci-fi author Philip K. Dick, which won 
an award from the American Association 
of Artificial Intelligence. They variously 
leer, blink, smile and even crack jokes. 

Disney’s venture capital arm is an inves¬ 
tor in Hanson, which is building a robot 
based on one of the entertainment giant’s 
characters. 

An artist and robotics scientist, Hanson 
worked on animatronic theme park shows, 
sculpting props and characters for Disney 
attractions like Pooh’s Hunny Hunt and 
Mermaid Lagoon. He studied film, anima¬ 
tion and video, eventually earning a doc¬ 
torate in interactive arts and technology 
from the University of Texas at Dallas. 

Hanson said he makes his robots as 
human-like as possible to help alleviate 
fears about robots, artificial intelligence 
and automation. 

That runs contrary to a tendency in the 
industry to use cute robopets or overtly 



A staff member of Hanson Robotics 
checks a Professor Einstein educational 
robot in Hong Kong in September. The 
Hong Kong-based startup sells thousands 
of shoebox-sized $200 Professor 
Einstein educational robots per year. 

machine-like robots like Star Wars’ R2-D2 
to avoid the “uncanny valley” problem with 
human likenesses such as wax models and 
robots that many people find a bit creepy. 

Some experts see Sophia as mainly a 
clever marketing gimmick. 

“It’s a good advertising tool, whatever that 
company produces as a business plan,” said 
Roland Chin, chair professor of computer 
science at Hong Kong Baptist University. 

Global market revenue for service ro¬ 
botics is forecast to grow from $3.7 billion 
in 2015 to $15 billion in 2020, according to 
IHS Markit. That includes both profession¬ 
al and domestic machines like warehouse 
automatons, smart vacuums and fuzzy 
companion robots. 

Hanson Robotics is privately owned 
and has a consumer-oriented business 


that sells thousands of shoebox-sized $200 
Professor Einstein educational robots per 
year. Chief Marketing Officer Jeanne Lim 
said the company is generating revenue 
but wouldn’t say whether it’s profitable. 

For now, artificial intelligence is best at 
doing specific tasks. It’s another thing en¬ 
tirely for machines to learn a new ability, 
to generalize that knowledge and to apply it 
in different contexts, partly because of the 
massive amount of computing power need¬ 
ed to process such information so quickly. 

“We’re really very far from the kind of 
AI and robotics that you see in movies like 
‘Blade Runner,”’ said Pascale Fung, an en¬ 
gineering professor at Hong Kong Univer¬ 
sity of Science and Technology. “Sorry to 
disappoint you.” 

Unlike toddlers, who use all five senses 
to learn quickly, machines generally can 
handle only one type of input at a time, she 
noted. 

While Sophia’s repartee can be enter¬ 
taining, she’s easily thrown off topic and 
her replies, based on open-source soft¬ 
ware, sometimes miss the mark. 

Hanson and other members of his team, 
like chief scientist Ben Goertzel, have set 
their sights on a time when the computer 
chips, processing capacity and other tech¬ 
nologies needed for artificial general in¬ 
telligence could enable Sophia and other 
robots to fill a variety of uses, such as 
helping with therapy for autistic children, 
caring for seniors, and providing customer 
services. 

As for tackling challenging world 
problems, that’s a way off, Hanson 
acknowledged. 

“There’s a certain expression of genius 
to be able to get up and cross the room and 
pour yourself a cup of coffee, and robots 
and AI have not achieved that level of intel¬ 
ligence reliably,” Hanson said. 
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Chinese lawmakers set to approve Xi power grab 


By Gillian Wong 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping is 
poised to make a historic power grab as 
China’s legislators gather beginning Mon¬ 
day to approve changes that will let him rule 
indefinitely and undo decades of efforts to 
prevent a return to crushing dictatorship. 

This year’s gathering of the ceremo¬ 
nial National People’s Congress has been 
overshadowed by Xi’s surprise move — 
announced just a week ago — to end consti¬ 
tutional two-term limits on the presidency. 
The changes would allow Xi, 64, already 
China’s most powerful leader in decades, 
to extend his rule over the world’s second- 
largest economy possibly for life. 

“This is a critical moment in China’s 
history,” said Cheng Li, an expert on elite 
China politics at the Brookings Institution 
in Washington. 

The move is widely seen as the culmina¬ 
tion of Xi’s efforts since being appointed 
leader of the ruling Communist Party in 
2012 to concentrate power in his hands and 
defy norms of collective leadership estab¬ 
lished over the past two decades. Xi has ap¬ 
pointed himself to head bodies overseeing 
national security, finance, economic reform 
and other major initiatives, effectively side¬ 
lining the party No. 2, Premier Li Keqiang. 

The constitutional amendment would 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


China’s legislature is poised to approve 
changes to the nation’s constitution that 
could allow Chinese President Xi Jinping 
to remain in the office indefinitely. 

upend a system enacted by former Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping in 1982 to prevent a 
return to the bloody excesses of a lifelong 
dictatorship typified by Mao Zedong’s cha¬ 
otic 1966-1976 Cultural Revolution. 

Passage of the proposed constitutional 
amendment by the congress’ nearly 3,000 


hand-picked delegates is all but certain. But 
observers will be looking to see how many 
delegates abstain from voting as an indica¬ 
tion of the reservations the move has encoun¬ 
tered even in the political establishment. 

Chinese authorities have tightly con¬ 
trolled discussion about the move, scrub¬ 
bing social media of critical and satirical 
comments. State media have been largely 
muted about the topic, but the official Peo¬ 
ple’s Daily sought to reassure the public by 
saying in a commentary that the move did 
not signal a return to lifelong rule. 

Still, a number of prominent Chinese fig¬ 
ures have publicly protested the move, de¬ 
spite the risk of official retaliation. 

Li Datong, a former editor for the state- 
run China Youth Daily, wrote that lifting 
term limits would “sow the seeds of chaos” 
and urged Beijing’s lawmakers to exercise 
their power by rejecting the amendment. 

Many expressed shock and disbelief at 
what they perceived to be a return to the 
Mao era, and the massive upheaval, vio¬ 
lence and chaos of the Cultural Revolution 
50 years ago that has barely faded from 
memory. 

Already, the blanket and entirely positive 
coverage of Xi in official propaganda has 
drawn comparisons of a cult of personality 
to rival Mao’s. 

But some analysts note there are a num¬ 


ber of key differences between Xi and com¬ 
munist China’s revolutionary founders that 
mean any major policy failure could ob¬ 
struct Xi’s ambitions. 

“Xi Jinping is not loved and admired the 
way that Deng Xiaoping was. Xi Jinping is 
feared within the party,” said Steve Tsang, 
director of the China Institute at London’s 
School of Oriental and African Studies. 

Tsang said any serious economic misstep 
over the next five years would threaten Xi’s 
ability to extend his rule. 

Xi’s power grab will be seriously tested 
by how he tackles grave challenges at home 
and abroad. 

Chief among them is slowing economic 
growth that is forecast to fall further as reg¬ 
ulators try to get debt in check by tightening 
controls to cool booms in bank lending and 
real estate sales. 

Abroad, China is faced with the task of 
maintaining stability and avoiding the out¬ 
break of war on the neighboring Korean 
Peninsula, while also managing escalat¬ 
ing frictions with the U.S. that threaten to 
evolve into a trade war. 

Some observers say extending Xi’s rule 
gives him greater authority to address such 
challenges and carry out his vision of fight¬ 
ing corruption, eliminating poverty and 
transforming China into a modern leading 
nation by midcentury. 


Merkel set 
for 4th term 


As Italy votes, 
Europe fears 
populist gains 


A woman is carried away after staging a protest in the polling station where former Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi was about to vote, in Milan on Sunday. 



By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

ROME — Italians voted Sunday 
in one of the most uncertain elec¬ 
tions in years and one that could 
determine if Italy will succumb to 
the populist, euroskeptic and far- 
right sentiment sweeping Europe. 

The campaign was marked by 
the prime-time airing of neofas¬ 
cist rhetoric and anti-migrant 
violence that culminated in a 
shooting spree last month against 
six Africans. While the center- 
right coalition that capitalized on 
the anti-migrant sentiment led the 
polls, analysts predict the likeliest 
outcome is a hung parliament. 

That will necessitate days and 
weeks of backroom haggling and 
horse trading to come up with a 
coalition government that can win 
confidence votes in Parliament. 
Just which parties coalesce from 
among the three main blocs — the 
center-right coalition, center-left 
coalition and the anti-establish¬ 
ment 5-Star Movement — will de¬ 
termine Italy’s course. 

“Basically it is very likely that, 
at the end of the day, none of these 
three groups will have an absolute 
majority, and they will be forced 
to start talking to each other and 
see how to put together a coalition 
government,” said Franco Pavon- 
cello, dean of the John Cabot Uni¬ 
versity in Rome. 

More than 46 million Italians 
were eligible to vote from 7 a.m. to 
11 p.m., including Italians abroad 
who already mailed in ballots. 
Exit polls were expected after 
polls closed, projections sometime 
thereafter and consolidated re¬ 
sults Monday. 

Some polling stations remained 
closed in Palermo hours into elec¬ 


tion day because the wrong ballots 
were delivered and 200,000 new 
ones had to be reprinted overnight. 
The outgoing Senate president, Pi¬ 
etro Grasso, said such delays were 
“unacceptable” and that he hoped 
they wouldn’t discourage turnout. 

In Rome, some early voters said 
the ballots were confusing and the 
process to cast them, which for the 
first time requires an anti-fraud 
check by polling authorities, too 
time consuming. 

“You feel as if you have gone 
there prepared, but it is not that 
clear,” said Sister Vincenza as she 
cast her ballot on Rome’s Aventine 
hill before heading to Mass. 

With unemployment at 10.8 per¬ 
cent and economic growth in the 
eurozone’s third-largest economy 
lagging the average, many Ital¬ 
ians have all but given up hope 
for change. Polls indicated a third 
hadn’t decided or weren’t even 
sure they would vote. 

Analysts predict the only co¬ 


alition with a shot of reaching an 
absolute majority is the center- 
right coalition anchored by ex- 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia party. The coalition includes 
the anti-migrant League and the 
nationalistic, neofascist-rooted 
Brothers of Italy party. 

Berlusconi, 81, can’t run for of¬ 
fice because of a tax fraud convic¬ 
tion, but he has tapped European 
Parliament President Antonio 
Tajani, considered a pro-Euro¬ 
pean moderate, as his pick if the 
center-right is asked to form a 
government. 

League leader Matteo Salvini is 
gunningfor the top job, too, though, 
and some pro-European analysts 
envision a possible “nightmare 
scenario” of an extremist alliance 
among the 5-Stars, the League 
and Brothers of Italy. 

Roberto D’Alimonte of Rome’s 
LUISS University said such an 
outcome would be “catastrophic” 
for the markets. But he said the 5- 


Stars will have to decide if they’re 
going to join the right or the left if 
they’re going to move from their 
longtime perch in the opposition 
to actually help govern. 

With polls showing the center- 
left trailing, Democratic Party 
leader Matteo Renzi and the cur¬ 
rent premier, Paolo Gentiloni spent 
the final days of the campaign 
warning that the only way to guard 
against a turn to extremists was to 
vote for the Democrats. Because 
Renzi alienated so many in the co¬ 
alition, Gentiloni has been cited as 
a possible candidate for premier 
who would even be acceptable to 
some in the center-right. 

While European capitals and 
Brussels were watching the out¬ 
come for its effects on policy and 
markets, some in Italy had more at 
stake personally. Even the three¬ 
time premier Berlusconi vowed in 
the heat of the campaign to repa¬ 
triate 600,000 migrants if the cen¬ 
ter-right wins. 


By Frank Jordans 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Germany’s Social 
Democratic Party said Sunday 
its members have voted in favor 
of joining a coalition with Angela 
Merkel’s conservative bloc, clear¬ 
ing the last major hurdle to the 
formation of a new government 
and a fourth term for the veteran 
German chancellor. 

The decision ends almost six 
months of uncertainty in German 
politics, the longest the country 
has been without a government in 
its post-war history. 

The center-left Social Demo¬ 
crats had furiously debated 
whether to extend the so-called 
grand coalition for another four 
years after suffering a slump in 
September’s election. In the end, 
two-thirds of the valid votes cast 
by its 464,000 members favored a 
coalition deal, said party treasur¬ 
er Dietmar Nietan, who oversaw 
the ballot. 

Parliament is expected to meet 
next week to elect Merkel as 
chancellor. 

Activists at the Social Demo¬ 
crats’ headquarters in Berlin had 
worked through the night to count 
the votes. A “no” vote would have 
been a blow for the party’s lead¬ 
ership — who campaigned for 
members’ approval — and for 
Merkel, who spent months nego¬ 
tiating with rival parties to form 
a new government. 

After September’s election, 
in which the Social Democrats 
received just 20.5 percent of the 
vote, then-leader Martin Schulz 
had ruled out another grand co¬ 
alition with Merkel. This forced 
Merkel to negotiate with two 
smaller parties, one of which 
eventually rejected a deal. 
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Farmer rescued after 
chin-deep in grain bin 

|| IVESDALE — Authori- 
IL ties in central Illinois 
said a farmer was rescued after 
becoming trapped in a grain bin 
while trying to unclog an auger. 

Ivesdale Fire Chief James 
Brewer told The (Champaign, 
Ill.) News-Gazette that the farm¬ 
er became submerged in beans 
up to his chin Friday. Brewer said 
numerous fire departments, the 
Urbana Technical Rescue Team 
and others rescued the man. 

Brewer said the farmer was 
conscious, breathing and alert 
when he was pulled from the 
beans about two hours later. He 
was taken to the hospital to be 
checked out. 

Truck driver fired after 
urinating near dairy cows 

WT HIGHGATE—Officials 
w I said a dairy truck driv¬ 
er caught on surveillance camera 
urinating near dairy cows in Ver¬ 
mont has been fired. 

Agriculture Secretary Anson 
Tebbetts said investigators are 
looking into the matter. Local po¬ 
lice also have been contacted. 

Darleen Tremblay of Tremblay 
Farm in Highgate told WCAX-TV 
that she was “shattered” when 
the surveillance footage came to 
her attention. 

There have been no charges. 
But Monica Massey of the Dairy 
Farmers of America said the 
driver’s behavior was unaccept¬ 
able regardless of whether any 
laws were broken. 

NYPD officer charged 
with exposed himself 

m Y NEW YORK —A New 
I* I York City police officer 
was charged with public lewdness 
after authorities said he exposed 
himself to five female officers 
while he was on duty. 

The Brooklyn district attor¬ 
ney’s office said Officer Anthony 
Avosso exposed himself on three 
occasions to one of the female of¬ 
ficers between September and 
last month while they were alone 
in an office at their station house. 

The female officer filed a com¬ 
plaint with her union, the Patrol¬ 
men’s Benevolent Association. 

Prosecutors said an internal af¬ 
fairs investigation found that the 
Avosso, 31, had exposed himself 
to four other female officers. 

Pastor: Loaded gun 
found in student’s bag 

QA SPARTANBURG — A 
pastor of a church day 
care in South Carolina said a 
teacher found a loaded gun in a 
student’s lunch bag and safely 
confiscated it. 

Lake Bowen Baptist Pastor 
Brad Atkins told the Herald-Jour¬ 
nal of Spartanburg it appears the 
child’s mother put the gun in a 
zippered outer pouch but forgot 
to remove it when she dropped off 
her child. 

Atkins said the woman had a 
concealed weapons permit and 
was carrying the gun after some¬ 
one tried to carjack her husband. 


THE CENSUS 


49K 


The approximate number of pennies used by a woman to pay her water bill. Dana McCool said it was a 
“peaceful protest” against Deltona Water. The Central Florida woman posted her penny dropoff for her $493 
bill, accusing the utility company of “gaslighting its constituency." According to Newsweek, McCool made her 
protest after receiving bills as high as $700 for six months in 2016. The average bill in the area is $40. 


Highland games 

Mark Wechter tosses a shot put in the open stone category during the Arnold Sports Festival’s highland games inside the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center on March 2 in Columbus, Ohio. 


Dog saves man’s life by 
barking at house fire 

SHAWBORO — A 
illNorth Carolina man 
said his dog saved his life by wak¬ 
ing him from a nap and barking 
when his home caught fire. 

Adrian Woodley, 48, told The 
Daily Advance of Elizabeth City 
that his dog Shadow growled and 
barked, then jumped out of bed 
but stopped at the curtain that di¬ 
vided the bedroom from the rest 
of the mobile home. 

Woodley heard breaking and 
cracking sounds and then saw 
smoke in the hallway when he 
moved the curtain back. 

He and Shadow escaped the mo¬ 
bile home, which was destroyed. 

Fire breaks out in fire 
department building 

ll/l O BALTIM0RE — Bal - 

1*1 L# timore firefighters 
probably made record time arriv¬ 
ing at the scene of a recent fire. 
That’s because it broke out in the 
building housing the fire depart¬ 
ment’s headquarters. 

Fire department spokeswoman 


Blair Skinner told The Baltimore 
Sun that an electrical fire Thurs¬ 
day triggered the evacuation of 
the downtown building the fire 
department shares with the city’s 
finance and information technol¬ 
ogy departments. 

Skinner said the smoke ap¬ 
peared to have originated on one 
of the floors above the fire de¬ 
partment’s offices. 

Jazz hall’s signature 
sousaphone stolen 

■ Jt NEW ORLEANS — Be 
on the lookout for a 
wraparound tuba: Someone has 
stolen the signature sousaphone 
belonging to Preservation Hall in 
New Orleans. 

Creative director and musician 
Ben Jaffe wrote about it on the 
traditional jazz venue’s Facebook 
page, saying he bought it after 
Hurricane Katrina to replace one 
lost to the 2005 storm. 

A photo shows him playing 
the brass sousaphone, which has 
“Preservation Hall, New Or¬ 
leans” painted on the bell. 

He said it was taken after a per¬ 
formance at New Orleans Airlift. 


Sousaphones can cost up to 
$13,000. 

School to keep mascot 
name of ‘Millionaires’ 

|IJ| A LENOX — Students at 
I w ur\ a high school want to 
remain Millionaires. 

The Lenox Memorial Middle 
and High School student council 
announced last week that a school¬ 
wide poll found a majority of stu¬ 
dents want to keep the sometimes 
contentious Millionaires mascot. 

About 96 percent of the school’s 
438 students voted last month. 
Fifty-one percent voted to keep 
the nickname, 32 percent wanted 
to change it, and 17 percent had 
no opinion. 

Students last spring voted to 
change it because it is divisive, 
leads to taunts from opposing 
schools, and doesn’t accurately 
reflect the picturesque town’s 
economics. 

The nickname is a tribute to 
wealthy out-of-towners, called 
“cottagers,” who built mansions 
during the gilded age and em¬ 
ployed the locals. 


Rescuers save 2 eagles 
with talons locked 

nA BLOOMSBURG—Two 
bald eagles with their 
talons locked were rescued from 
a Pennsylvania river. 

The Pennsylvania Game Com¬ 
mission said in a Facebook post 
a woman and her 11-year-old 
daughter saw the two mature, 
males eagles floating along the 
banks of the Susquehanna River 
and contacted police. 

Columbia County Game War¬ 
den Rick Deiterich said the eagles 
were likely fighting and dropped 
to the ground, where they seem¬ 
ingly tumbled into the water. 

Deiterich estimated the birds 
were in the cold water for more 
than two hours, and their muscles 
had locked up, preventing them 
from releasing their talons. 

They used snare poles to lift 
the eagles out. They were dried 
off and taken to a fire department 
building. 

After an hour of warming up, 
the birds released their hold and 
flew off. 

From wire reports 
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Timely flick 


With her directorial debut, 
Heather Graham takes on 
sexism in film and relationships 


By Sonaiya Kelley 

Los Angeles Times 


A ctress Heather Gra¬ 
ham’s directorial debut, 
“Half Magic,” almost 
didn’t happen. About a 
year ago the film, originally imag¬ 
ined in New York, was forced to 
shut down suddenly after financ¬ 
ing fell through. 

“We had already cast the movie, 
we had hired the crew,” Graham 
recalled. “It was really traumatic. 
And I had to give the rights back, 
which was really stressful.” 
Luckily for her, producer Bill 




i 
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Lionel HAHN/AbacaPress.com/TNS 

Heather Graham attended a premiere of the movie “Half Magic” in 
West Hollywood. Calif., on Feb. 21. Graham directed and appears in 
the semiautobiographical flick. 


Sheinberg agreed to pick it up — 
just as long as it was shot in Los 
Angeles. 

“In my mind I saw it in New 
York or L.A. because I live in 
both places and I love them both,” 
Graham said. “My character does 
work in the movie business, so the 
L.A. story makes sense.” 

“It’s great because the fact that 
we got postponed actually helped 
us,” she added. “I think now the 
movie’s coming out at a better 
time where people are more re¬ 
ceptive to a story about women.” 

A semiautobiographical story 
about bad relationships, good 
friendships and female empower¬ 
ment, “Half Magic” pulls directly 
from experiences Graham has 
had over the course of more than 
30 years in the industry. “I would 
take things that people said to me 
and put them in the script and try 
to make them funny,” she said. 
“Like when Chris D’Elia’s char¬ 
acter says, ‘No one cares about 
women’s stories. If you want to 
get a movie made, write about a 
man,’ that’s something that peo¬ 
ple had said to me.” 

With “Half Magic” currently 
available on VOD and in a limited 



theatrical release, Graham talked 
to The Times about the challeng¬ 
es faced by women in Hollywood, 
the pitfalls of modern dating and 
overcoming sexual shame. 

Los Angeles Times: What in¬ 
spired you to tell this story? 

Graham: I was going through 
a breakup, and I was thinking, 
“How do I turn (my depression) 
about relationships into comedy?” 
And so I wrote down different 
things that had happened to me, 
and I tried to make myself laugh 
with the stupid things that I had 
done or that my friends had done. 

Also, I was frustrated because 
for about eight years I worked on 
developing projects for women in 
Hollywood. I put so much time 
and work into it and (yet) I didn’t 


get them made. I wanted to find 
the humor in my frustration. 

What was your experi¬ 
ence growing up in a religious 
household? 

I used to watch “Love Boat,” 
and my dad would sit next to me 
and be like, “These people are 
doing something very wrong. 
They’re having premarital sex, 
and you can go to hell for that.” I 
just remember as a kid it seemed 
really frightening like, “What’s 
he talking about? What’s ‘hell’? 
What’s ‘sex’? I don’t understand 
any of it!”’ 

How did you overcome that 
kind of shame to have a healthy 
sex life? 

I didn’t intellectually believe 
what they were saying, but on 


What’s your response 
to the Time’s Up and 
#MeToo movements? 

I think it’s amazing that 
women are supporting 
each other. I think that 
in the past, sometimes 
women would be 
competitive, but now 
I feel like women have 
each other’s backs. And 
they’re like, “This is a 
sisterhood, we’re all a 
team, we’re 50 percent 
of the population and 
we need to stand up for 
each other.” 


a subconscious level I did have 
those feelings of shame. And then 
I fell in love with this guy who 
turned out to be a drug addict, but 
we had amazing sex. And in the 
moments when we were having 
sex, I felt like I had the universe 


talk to me; I felt like there was 
a starry sky and the voice of my 
higher power was saying, “Sex is 
beautiful, feel good about your¬ 
self and love yourself.” So then I 
associated that feeling with that 
guy. I just thought, “This means 
that I need to be with this guy, 
this guy is the key to my happi¬ 
ness” instead of just thinking, “I 
had an epiphany, this is just me.” 

Do you think Hollywood has 
evolved much in its portrayal 
of women or willingness to tell 
women’s stories? 

I don’t think it’s massively 
changed, to be honest. Every year 
there’s like three great things 
for women: There’s Jennifer 
Lawrence in “Hunger Games” 
or there’s “Girls Trip” or there’s 
“Shape of Water” with an amaz¬ 
ing female protagonist. But most 
movies have male protagonists 
and (involve) mainly men. 

Do you think it’s a matter of 
not believing women’s stories 
will sell? 

I think it’s sexism. I think some¬ 
times people are so used to sex¬ 
ism that they don’t even notice it’s 
there. Like even with this Harvey 
Weinstein story, it kind of blew 
my mind that justice was actually 
served. I never thought I’d see the 
day where they’d say, “This guy 
should not be allowed to work in 
Hollywood.” It seems now that 
people are open to thinking about 
things differently and thinking 
that, “OK, maybe we shouldn’t let 
a sexual predator run one of the 
biggest studios in Hollywood.” 

You’ve been acting for over 
30 years. How has the industry 
changed since you were a child 
actor? 

Well, I worked on “License to 
Drive” with Corey Feldman, and 
he just came (forward) and said 
that he was being molested dur¬ 
ing that time. That’s so disturbing. 
During that time, nobody would’ve 
talked about that .... I think now 
people are like, “Let’s just be hon¬ 
est, let’s just be open.” There’s not 
that sense of shame about things. 
Which is kind of what my movie is 
about too. It’s about having a sense 
of shame about your sexuality 
and how do you get over that. And 
I think that’s what’s happening 
right now in our culture because 
people are going, “You know, 
these things happened to me and 
I think the person that did them to 
me is screwed up. I don’t feel that 
it’s my fault.” That’s a massive cul¬ 
tural shift. 


President Trump, Alec Baldwin take aim at each other on Twitter 


From the Associated Press 

President Donald Trump isn’t pleased 
with Alec Baldwin’s latest comment that 
impersonating the president is “agony,” 
and is suggesting Saturday Night Live re¬ 
place the comedian. 

“Alec Baldwin, whose dying mediocre 
career was saved by his terrible imperson¬ 
ation of me on SNL, now says playing me 
was agony. Alec, it was agony for those who 
were forced to watch. Bring back Darrell 
Hammond, funnier and a far greater tal¬ 
ent!,” Trump tweeted. 

Baldwin responded in a series of tweets. 

“Agony though it may be, I’d like to hang 
in there for the impeachment hearings, the 
resignation speech, the farewell helicopter 
ride to Mara-A-Lago (sic). You know. The 


Good Stuff. That we’ve all been waiting 
for.” 

Baldwin also tweeted that he was “Look¬ 
ing forward to the Trump Presidential Li¬ 
brary” and suggested that it would contain 
a live Twitter feed and “a little black book 
w the phone numbers of porn stars.” In a 
third tweet, he asked that first lady Mela¬ 
nia Trump stop calling him to ask for tick¬ 
ets to “Saturday Night Live.” 

Baldwin, a Democratic activist, received 
an Emmy award for his running parody 
last year on “SNL.” But he tells The Hol¬ 
lywood Reporter that he doesn’t enjoy it: 
“Every time I do it now, it’s like agony. 
Agony. I can’t.” 

The comedian joked that if Trump wins 
in 2020 he might “host a game show in 
Spain.” 


Other news 

■ The Walt Disney Company is shifting 
some film releases around including mov¬ 
ing “Avengers: Infinity War” up one week 
and pushing the live-action “Mulan” back 
almost a year and a half. The studio said 
March 1 that “Avengers: Infinity War” will 
now hit theaters on April 27,2018. “Mulan” 
is set for March 27, 2020. 

■ Taylor Swift has announced two open¬ 
ers for her Reputation Stadium Tour this 
year. The singer-songwriter said March 1 on 
Instagram that Charli XCX and Camila Ca- 
bello will join her this spring and summer. 
Swift’s tour kicks off May 8 in Arizona. 

■ Ta-Nehisi Coates is taking on another 
comics franchise. The prize-winning au¬ 
thor and journalist says in an announce¬ 
ment this week that he is writing a Captain 


America series for Marvel. Coates posted 
an essay about his project on The Atlantic’s 
web site. He wrote that Captain America 
represented a “kind of Lincolnesque opti¬ 
mism” and that he wanted to explore what 
made people believe in “The Dream.” The 
first issue comes out in July. 

■ Fox TV will air an O.J. Simpson spe¬ 
cial, including a previously unseen 2006 
interview in which he theorizes about 
what happened the night his ex-wife was 
murdered. The two-hour special, with the 
provocative title “O.J. Simpson: The Lost 
Confession?” will air March 11, Fox said 
March 1. 

■ Harvey Schmidt, the composer of 
“The Fantasticks,” which made its debut 
when Dwight D. Eisenhower was still presi¬ 
dent and became the longest running musi¬ 
cal in history, has died. He was 88. 
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Trump threatens carmakers with stiff tariffs 


Allies should not be treated as 
scapegoats, Mr. President. Or is it your 
goal to make America lonely? f 

Reinhard Ber 

German member of European Parliament on Twitter 


By Steven Mufson 
and Damian Paletta 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — In his ex¬ 
panding war over global trade, 
President Donald Trump has 
aimed his harshest rhetoric at an 
unlikely target — the closest U.S. 
allies. 

In Twitter posts while at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida on 
Saturday, Trump vowed to strike 
back at European leaders who 
said they would retaliate for his 
promised tariffs on aluminum 
and steel. 

Bring it on, Trump warned. 

“If the EU wants to further 
increase their already massive 
tariffs and barriers on U.S. com¬ 
panies doing business there, we 
will simply apply a Tax on their 
Cars which freely pour into the 
U.S. They make it impossible 
for our cars (and more) to sell 
there. Big trade imbalance!” he 
tweeted. 

The country that escaped 
Trump’s tweeting ire was China, 
the very nation the president has 
wanted to hit hardest and the 
one that is largely responsible 
for flooding global markets with 
cheap steel. In return, China, 
which provides just 2 percent of 
U.S. steel imports, has been the 
most muted among leading trad¬ 
ing partners in its response to 
Trump’s tariff threats, calling 
them misguided but not threaten¬ 
ing a response. 

Instead, the biggest burden of 
Trump’s new tariffs — 25 percent 
on steel and 10 percent on alumi¬ 
num — would be borne by Can¬ 
ada, the largest trading partner 
with the United States. 

Canada is the largest exporter 
of steel and aluminum to the Unit¬ 
ed States, supplying $7.2 billion of 
aluminum and $4.3 billion of steel 
to the United States last year. Yet 


in goods and services, the United 
States runs a trade surplus with 
Canada, which buys $48 billion 
worth of U.S. automobiles and $40 
billion of machinery, in addition 
to agricultural products. 

The steel and aluminum tariffs 
would also hit the United King¬ 
dom, Germany, South Korea, 
Turkey and Japan, countries with 
which the United States has ex¬ 
tremely close national security 
ties. 

“The president is going to 
quickly find out that you can’t 
start a trade war with your al¬ 
lies and expect them to work with 
you on other issues,” said Jamie 
Fly, senior fellow at the German 
Marshall Fund. “The adminis¬ 
tration is squandering the little 
credibility they had with trans¬ 
atlantic partners at a time when 
they’re asking them to help fix 
the Iran deal, fight terrorism and 
increase defense spending. It will 
not work.” 

And while Trump has promoted 
his new tariffs as part of an Amer¬ 
ica First plan, any benefit in terms 
of jobs could be far outweighed by 
increased steel costs for U.S. au¬ 
tomobiles, wind turbines, shale oil 
and gas drilling rigs and more — 
in many cases doing unintended 
harm to some of his own strongest 
domestic constituencies. 

Trump’s tariffs “are inconsis¬ 
tent with the Administration’s 
goal of continuing the energy 
renaissance and building world 
class infrastructure,” American 


Petroleum Institute President 
Jack Gerard said in a statement. 
“The U.S. oil and natural gas in¬ 
dustry, in particular, relies on 
specialty steel for many of its 
projects that most U.S. steelmak¬ 
ers don’t supply.” 

Trade experts say the president 
has exaggerated and oversimpli¬ 
fied the trade issues with Europe. 

The United States already im¬ 
poses a 2.5 percent tariff on the 
import of foreign cars and a 25 
percent tariff on the import of for¬ 
eign trucks and commercial vans. 
The European Union charges a 
10 percent tariff on the import of 
U.S. cars. 

The new tariffs and the pres¬ 
ident’s truculent rhetoric trig¬ 
gered angry responses among 
the countries closest to the United 
States and who are part of the 
World Trade Organization, which 
has for years helped reduce global 
tariffs. 

“Allies should not be treated 
as scapegoats, Mr. President,” 
wrote a German member of Euro¬ 
pean Parliament, Reinhard Ber, 
on Twitter. “Or is it your goal to 
make America lonely?” 

Trump’s new attack on Europe¬ 
an automakers is mostly a direct 
threat at Germany, which export¬ 
ed $23 billion in cars to the United 
States in 2016, according to data 
aggregated by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

But large German automakers 
also have a sizable presence in the 
United States, with BMW employ¬ 


ing thousands of workers in South 
Carolina and Volkswagen employ¬ 
ing thousands more in Tennessee. 
Those manufacturers produce 
hundreds of thousands of cars in 
the United States each year, many 
of which are later exported to buy¬ 
ers in Asia and Europe. 

Some European lawmakers 
appeared frustrated that Trump 
was targeting automakers that 
have large U.S. manufacturing 
operations. 

“The EU will be forced to re¬ 
spond to US protectionism, but 
does not want tradewar!” wrote 
a Dutch member of the European 
Parliament, Marietje Schaake, 
on Twitter. “By the way, German 
carmakers alone made [845,000] 
cars in the US in 2016, the bulk 
(around 2/3) for export. The world 
is interconnected, not zero-sum.” 

Canada’s leaders have said 
they would retaliate with tariffs 
on U.S. exports. On Friday, Ca¬ 
nadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau called Trump’s move 
“absolutely unacceptable,” using 
the same phrase as Foreign Min¬ 
ister Chrystia Freeland, who also 
threatened retaliatory measures 
if Canada isn’t exempted from the 
trade actions. 

Likewise, European Commis¬ 
sion President Jean-Claude Junck¬ 
er said his bloc planned to hit back 
at the United States by imposing 
tariffs on targeting U.S. products 
such as bourbon from Kentucky 
— Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s home state — and 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 
which are partly manufactured in 
House Speaker Paul Ryan’s home 
state, Wisconsin. 

Trump has been cheered on by 
some union leaders and a few close 
advisers within the White House. 
They believe U.S. policy has been 
too complacent for decades and 
allowed foreign countries to steal 


away U.S. jobs through unfair 
government subsidies and unbal¬ 
anced tariff rules. 

Critics of Trump’s approach 
have often complained that tariffs 
and trade wars only drive up costs 
for domestic consumers, a move 
that would make German cars 
more expensive for U.S. consum¬ 
ers. Trump has also said these 
sorts of threats could incentivize 
foreign companies to expand their 
U.S. operations so they don’t have 
to pay the import fees. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 5).$1.2644 

Dollar buys (March 5).€0.7909 

British pound (March 5).$1.41 

Japanese yen (March 5).104.00 

South Korean won (March 5).1,056.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3772/0.7261 

Canada (Dollar).1.2883 

China (Yuan).6.3446 

Denmark (Krone).6.0485 

Egypt (Pound).17.6305 

Euro.$1.2314/0.8121 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8296 

Hungary (Forint).254.78 

Israel (Shekel).3.4520 

Japan (Yen).105.37 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2999 

Norway (Krone).7.8156 

Philippines (Peso).51.92 

Poland (Zloty).3.41 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7495 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3220 

South Korea (Won).1,084.42 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9359 

Thailand (Baht).31.47 

Turkey (Lira).3.8191 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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..4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.00 
.. 1.42 

3 month bill 
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..3.09 
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Los Angeles Times 

T he Trump presidency has, to put 
it mildly, challenged conventional 
norms of American society and 
governance. The president’s in¬ 
temperate tweets, irresponsible actions 
and extreme policy pronouncements 
have raised the hackles of pretty much 
everybody left of center, and a fair share 
of those on the other side. They also have 
engendered a broad backlash — a vaguely 
defined “resistance” — that has been try¬ 
ing to find its footing in the months since 
the inauguration. Sometimes it succeeds, 
sometimes it doesn’t. 

Which bring us to Oakland Mayor Libby 
Schaaf, who last weekend issued a public 
statement, based on “multiple credible 
sources” she didn’t identify, that Immi¬ 
gration and Customs Enforcement agents 
were about to stage raids in the Bay Area. 
Her heart may have been in the right place 
in seeking to warn those at risk of incar¬ 
ceration and possible deportation. But 
some of those targeted by ICE agents could 
very well have been people with violent 
criminal pasts who can make no legitimate 
argument for avoiding deportation. And 
regardless, tipping off her community that 
immigration officers were about to enforce 
duly adopted federal immigration laws 
crosses a line that ought not to be crossed. 

We agree that state and local officials 
should not involve themselves in enforcing 
federal immigration laws. The role of state, 
county and local police is to enforce crimi¬ 
nal laws and protect communities. It works 
against that mission for them to be viewed 
by members of immigrant communities as 
just another arm of immigration enforce- 


By J. Peder Zane 

The News & Observer (Raleigh, N.C.) 

E choing my liberal friends, “fright¬ 
ening” and “absurd” leapt to mind 
when I first heard about Republi¬ 
can ideas to arm teachers. 

As someone who wishes our nation didn’t 
have a deep reverence for firearms, I im¬ 
mediately saw this as a recipe for danger 
rather than safety. 

But then, partly because I agree with the 
GOP on many other issues, I asked anoth¬ 
er question: What do I really know about 
this? 

The answer: not much. Turns out this 
seemingly bizarre idea is a reality. About 
two dozen states, including liberal Califor¬ 
nia, allow staff members to carry guns on 
campus. The Los Angeles Times also re¬ 
ports that experts have not yet determined 
if they deter school shootings. 

The lack of data is not surprising because 
mass shootings like the one Nikolas Cruz 
perpetrated in Parkland, Fla., two weeks 
ago are exceedingly rare. There have been 
20 such incidents — where at least four 
people were indiscriminately killed in a 
public place — at American schools since 
1966 (albeit seven of them have occurred 
since 2012). 

More broadly, the New York Times re¬ 
ports that at least 239 school shootings na¬ 
tionwide since 2012, “in which 438 people 
were shot, 138 of whom were killed.” 

Of course one shooting is one too many. 
But their rarity is clear given that there 
are about 140,000 educational institutions 
in the United States. 

In fact, gun violence in general has de¬ 
clined markedly in the United States even 
as the number of firearms has increased 
and gun laws have become more permis- 


ment. As a society, we need everyone, re¬ 
gardless of legal status, to report crimes, 
stand as witnesses when necessary and 
otherwise engage in the criminal justice 
system as warranted. But local officials 
should not actively impede or interfere 
with immigra¬ 
tion enforcement 
for the same 
reason they 
should not aid in 
rounding up the 
undocumented 
— it’s not their 
responsibility. 

Further, if we 
want people to 
engage with the 
legal system, 
trying to subvert 
lawful enforce¬ 
ment of immigra¬ 
tion codes sends 
the opposite 
message. Local 
subversion of federal rules would be justi¬ 
fied in only the most dire circumstances. 

In a related vein, Los Angeles labor lead¬ 
er Maria Elena Durazo, who is running to 
succeed Democrat Kevin de Leon the state 
Senate representing parts of Los Angeles, 
has posted campaign billboards declaring, 
“Disobey Trump.” 

But it’s not clear what that means. Dis¬ 
obey in what way? Defy federal law? Cer¬ 
tainly there are Trump policies — OK, 
nearly all of his policies — that deserve 
strong political opposition and pushback, 
but it’s dangerous ground to declare that 
because one disagrees with a federal (or 


sive. In 1993, there were 6.21 deaths per 
100,000 Americans due to firearm vio¬ 
lence; in 2016 the rate was 3.4. 

Those numbers only begin to suggest 
the complexity of this issue, which, the 
Parkland shooting reminded us again, we 
are incapable of discussing with reason or 
rigor. Instead we get angry, my-way-or- 
the-highway rhetoric, that makes an ex¬ 
change of ideas almost impossible. 

The crime scene had barely been cor¬ 
doned off, no facts beyond the bloody death 
toll had been established, before we once 
again saw the mirror image of the knee- 
jerk j’accuse that occurs after every ter¬ 
rorist attack: Many conservatives tried to 
minimize and contextualize the problem 
while most liberals engage in an ugly form 
of collective guilt. 

In an act of gross simplification — here’s 
the one problem — the NRA and its mil¬ 
lions of law-abiding members were cast as 
the culprit. Politicians supported by the or¬ 
ganization, including North Carolina Sens. 
Thom Tillis and Richard Burr and many 
of our state’s Republican legislators, were 
also blamed for the Florida crime. After all, 
no one could honestly oppose progressive 
stances on guns, so they must be corrupt. 

In a particularly shameful display of 
emotional exploitation, CNN broadcast 
a town hall meeting where traumatized 
students parroted liberal talking points. 
Seventeen year-old Cameron Kasky all 
but accused Sen. Marco Rubio of murder 
when he told him “it’s hard to look at you 
and not look down a barrel of an AR-15 and 
not look at Nikolas Cruz.” 

I can’t imagine the students’ pain. But 
I do know that frightened children should 
not be driving national policy on a deeply 
divisive issue. Death did not turn them into 
instant experts. Their call for new regula- 


even state) law that it should be disobeyed. 

There are, of course, laws that must 
be opposed and, yes, disobeyed, because 
they are morally repugnant. The Fugitive 
Slave Act, which required non-slave states 
to cooperate with slave-catchers seek¬ 
ing runaways, was one, as noted by Har¬ 
old Meyerson on The Times’ op-ed page 
Thursday. Jim Crow laws that undercut 
the fundamental rights and liberties of Af¬ 
rican Americans are also examples (such 
as the ordinance that required blacks to 
sit at the back of the buses in Montgomery, 
Ala.). But the federal immigration codes 
the resisters oppose aren’t inherently in¬ 
humane or morally repugnant, despite the 
Trump administration’s enforcement poli¬ 
cies. Nations have a right to protect their 
borders and set rules about who may come 
into the country. 

To press the point further, were the pres¬ 
ident to live up to his own promise to “take 
care of” those covered by the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program by 
reviving the protections, would the resist¬ 
ers say no, just because the initiative came 
from Trump? If Trump were to overrule 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and restore 
the now-shrunken borders of the Bears 
Ears National Monument in Utah, would 
the resisters reject the new boundaries? 
There is more than semantics at work here. 
By all means, fight Trump at the polls and 
in the courts with every legal tool at hand, 
but to advocate disobeying properly en¬ 
acted laws and regulations is more likely to 
make the situation worse than better. 


tions on semi-automatic weapons and legal 
gun owners ignores the fact that at least 90 
percent of homicides are committed with 
illegally obtained handguns. 

In the days following the shooting, evi¬ 
dence mounted that the Parkland ram¬ 
page was not a failure of gun laws but 
law enforcement. The Naples Daily News 
reported that “Broward County deputies 
received at least 18 calls warning them 
about Nikolas Cruz from 2008 to 2017,” in¬ 
cluding concerns that he “planned to shoot 
up the school.” On Jan. 5 a woman placed a 
13-minute call to the FBI’s tip line alerting 
them that Cruz was “going to explode.” 

We have also learned that several law 
enforcement officers failed to enter the 
school after hearing shots fired. And that 
an Obama-era push to combat the “school 
to prison pipeline” by minimizing disci¬ 
plinary offenses may have allowed Cruz 
to pass gun background checks after he 
allegedly assaulted a student and brought 
weapons to school. 

Addressing those specific issues — along 
with a greater focus on the link between 
mental illness and violence — seems like 
a more productive avenue then rehashing 
tired shouting points. 

The Second Amendment and the wide 
ownership of guns make the most direct 
solution — ban them all — a non-starter. 
Those constraints make it even more nec¬ 
essary for us to put our emotions aside 
and question our often uninformed as¬ 
sumptions so we can see if there are any 
evidence-based strategies that will truly 
make us safer. 

Sadly, this tragedy suggests we are more 
interested in playing politics. 


Gun control debate requires rational minds 



Schaaf 
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Is all still going according to plan for Ryan? 



Aaron P. Bernstein/AP 


From left, House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis.; Karen Pence; Vice 
President Mike Pence; first lady Melania Trump; and President 
Donald Trump attend a ceremony as the late Rev. Billy Graham lies 
in honor in the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. 


By Gloria Johns 

Tribune News Service 

W hen I look at Paul 
Ryan, Republican 
speaker of the House 
of Representatives, 
I see Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona 
Lisa. For centuries art aficiona¬ 
dos have had many interpreta¬ 
tions of the meaning behind the 
smile, nor has it been decided, 
but equally debated, who Mona 
Lisa was. 

Does that sound like Paul Ryan? 
Is the smile actually a smirk? 
What’s the meaning of the limp 
applause he rendered behind 
President Donald Trump at the 
State of the Union address? 

Was it, “Of course, he’s my guy.” 
Or, “I can’t stand this chump.” 
Probably both. 

For quite a while, Ryan’s leader¬ 
ship style resembles a high-wire 
act — carefully wobbling from 
side to side, especially within his 
own party. 

For example, previously known 
as the quintessential fiscal con¬ 
servative, he gave full-throated 
endorsement to a tax bill that 
blows up the deficit. But with 
that he appeased fat-cat Republi¬ 
cans — future campaign donors? 
— who couldn’t care less about 
the deficit when tax cuts are on 


the menu. 

And after the House passed the 
tax bill, the same Paul Ryan, who 
previously said he would not cam¬ 
paign with Trump, commented 
that Trump provided “exquisite 
leadership” in negotiating the 
bill. 

Then in an interview with Sa¬ 
vannah Guthrie, when asked if 
a stimulus created by tax cuts 
would offset the deficit, Ryan 
waxed poetic: “Nobody knows the 
answer to that question, because 
that’s in the future.” 

To quote writer and actor Wil¬ 
liam Gibson: “The future is there 
... looking back at us. Trying to 
make sense of the fiction we will 
have become.” 

And then there’s the Donald 
Trump Two Step. 

In May of 2016, as Trump was 
deep into controversy on the cam¬ 
paign trail, CNN’s Jake Tapper 
asked Ryan if he would endorse 
the nominee. He said, “I’m just 
not ready to do that at this point. 
I’m not there.” 

But in the weeks following, 
in response to jittery high-brow 
Republicans and their corporate 
backers, Ryan gave assurances 
that he would indeed endorse 
Trump. 

But to his fellow Republicans, 
Ryan’s strategy of playing both 


ends against the middle isn’t 
working for him so well. 

With regard to Ryan’s astound¬ 
ing proposition on the tax bill, in 
a “Fox News Sunday” interview, 
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, didn’t 
hold back. “You asked... if there’s 
concerns with the speaker, I think 
there are big concerns because 
he just presided over one of the 
biggest spending increases in the 
history of this country at a time 
when we were elected to do just 
the opposite.” 

But for years tax cuts had been 
Ryan’s most passionate political 


cause. He was added to the Mitt 
Romney presidential ticket in 
2012 because of it. 

That Republicans were caught 
off-guard by this demonstrates 
how much cohesiveness is lack¬ 
ing in their party, and that Trump 
may not be the only dangerously 
independent man in their ranks. 

But this is likely not how Ryan 
envisioned his political career 
— stuck in no-man’s land, with 
his party and his ambition at 
odds. It’s particularly confound¬ 
ing considering that his upward 
trajectory began with privilege 


and a well-connected family of 
politicians. 

In addition to family ski trips 
and attending private schools, 
his paternal lineage dates back to 
1884 when his great-grandfather 
founded an earth moving com¬ 
pany, and although the name has 
gone through several iterations 
over the years, Ryan Incorpo¬ 
rated Central is a very success¬ 
ful business with contracts in 25 
states and headquarters in four 
states. 

Ryan’s grandfather, Stanley M. 
Ryan (1898-1957), was a U.S. at¬ 
torney for the Western District of 
Wisconsin. His father, Paul Davis 
Ryan, was an attorney. 

When you’re born into a family 
of politicians and private schools 

— think the Kennedys, Bush fa¬ 
ther and son, Ron and Rand Paul 

— it’s hard to get the taste of 
power out of your mouth. 

Undoubtedly Ryan sees him¬ 
self as keeper of the Ryan family 
legacy of smart, successful men 
who are also gifted with savvy, 
but savvy and discipline are what 
Ryan lacks. 

Still, if he doesn’t become presi¬ 
dent of the United States someday 
it will be a monumental failure of 
the perfect resume. 

Gloria Johns is afreelance writer living 
in San Angelo, Texas. 


Rules tighten on members not medically fit to deploy 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

D efense Secretary Jim Mattis 
is concerned enough about 
strengthening the lethality of 
U.S. forces that he broke with 
tradition last month to impose a first-ever 
“universal retention policy” across the 
four service branches. 

For decades the secretaries of the Army, 
Navy and Air Force have been responsible 
for retention rules that dictate whether in¬ 
dividuals get to stay in, and for how long, 
based on needs of service branches includ¬ 
ing the Marine Corps. 

The Office of Secretary of Defense over¬ 
sees recruiting to ensure quality of vol¬ 
unteers. And Congress imposes various 
officer management and promotion rules. 
But force retention remained primar¬ 
ily the province of service secretaries and 
uniformed chiefs of staff, a senior Defense 
Department official explained. 

Mattis broke with tradition after con¬ 
cluding that the military today is hand¬ 
cuffed by uneven and ineffectual retention 
practices, mostly associated with the medi¬ 
cal health of the force. 

Service leaders, particularly in the 
Army, long ago identified a rising pool of 
medically nondeployable members as a 
drain on readiness. At Mattis’ urging, force 
managers last summer took a closer look. 
The findings were alarming. One snapshot 
of the force showed the pool of nondeploy¬ 
able members at 286,000, or 14 percent of 
all active and ready reserve personnel. 

Undersecretary for Personnel and Read¬ 
iness Robert L. Wilkie, who is charged with 
correcting the problem, called the number 
“staggering.” 

Some of the pool includes members 
awaiting retirement or separation with too 
little time of obligated service remaining 
to deploy. But the vast majority is side¬ 
lined by health issues. That not only harms 
readiness but impacts morale because too 
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many members are deploying too often be¬ 
cause others cannot. 

That’s not fair to able-bodied members 
or to their families, Mattis said. 

“The bottom line is we expect everyone 
to carry their share of the load,” Mattis 
told reporters during a return flight from 
Europe on Feb. 17. He said he understands 
that “things happen — people bust their 
legs in training or they’re in a car acci¬ 
dent [and] sometimes that takes months 
of recovery. ... But this is a deployable ... 
lethal military that aligns with our allies 
and partners. If you can’t go overseas [car¬ 
rying] your combat load, then obviously 
someone else has got to go. I want this [ob¬ 
ligation] spread fairly and equitably across 
the force.” 

On Feb. 14 Wilkie sent a memorandum 
to service secretaries and Joint Chiefs of 
Staff announcing a new department-wide 
policy on the retention of nondeployable 
members. Here are the highlights: 

■ 12-month rule — By Oct. 1 this year, 
service branches must begin to process for 
administrative separation, or for disabil¬ 
ity evaluation, any servicemember who 
has been nondeployable for 12 consecutive 
months. 

■ Immediate effect — The services can 
begin outprocessing nondeployable mem¬ 
bers sooner under this rule, if they choose, 
but they must start by October. 

There are caveats, however. 

■ Pregnancy — Women who are preg¬ 
nant or recently have given birth are 
automatically exempt from the new de- 
ploy-or-be-gone mandate. 

■ War wounded — Service branches are 
to give special consideration to members 
needing longer than 12 months to recuper¬ 
ate from wounds of war. 

■ Waiver authority — The policy gives 


waiver authority to service secretaries, or 
to designees at the service headquarters 
level, to retain nondeployable members 
beyond 12 months to meet needs of their 
service. 

“The situation we face today is really 
unlike anything we have faced, certainly 
in the Post-World-War-II era,” Wilkie told 
the Senate armed services subcommittee 
on military personnel. Internet retailer 
Amazon, he added, wouldn’t be the largest 
company in the world if its chief executive 
Jeff Bezos learned during Christmas week 
that “14 percent of his workforce could not 
perform their duties.” 

Wilkie blamed several factors. One is the 
number of medical waivers granted to re¬ 
cruits while the services struggled to meet 
accession targets during peak war years 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. “The medical 
conditions that those servicemembers had 
when they received those waivers followed 
them into the service as they progressed 
through their careers. We have to address 
that,” Wilkie said. 

Another issue might be inadequate train¬ 
ing and fitness programs, he said. 

A third has been lax leadership, with unit 
commanders not ensuring every member, 
as deployment nears, have had dental and 
medical issues identified and addressed. 
An Air Force reservist, Wilkie recalled 
that during his time as a young officer “we 
would have been accountable, as junior 
leaders, to make sure [troops] visited den¬ 
tists to become dentally ready to deploy.” 

Under the new policy, Wilkie said, medi¬ 
cal boards will review the status of war 
wounded, taking into account their desire 
to stay in service if given time to recover. 
Wilkie told senators his own father, an 
Army officer, was severely wounded in 
Cambodia in 1970, hospitalized for a year, 
allowed to recover at Fort Bragg, N.C., and 
then continued in his military career. 

“Those are the things we will take into 
consideration,” he said. “But we need to 
look at the force holistically. We have to 


ensure, given the [dangerous] climate this 
country faces, that everyone who signs up 
can be deployed to any corner of the world 
at any given time. That is the reason for the 
change in policy.” 

His memorandum will be fleshed out 
with a more detailed Department of De¬ 
fense Instruction later this year. That 
instruction also will codify reporting re¬ 
quirements on service branches so DOD 
can track progress on reducing the pool. 

Asked by Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D- 
N.Y., how the new policy would impact 
transgender servicemembers, Wilkie said 
no group “would be unaffected” though 
the policy is not aimed at any group in 
particular. 

“In a world where forces are at a premi¬ 
um [and] we are struggling to maintain the 
ranks, we need to get a grip on this,” Wilkie 
told senators. 

Stephanie Barna, senior adviser to Wilk¬ 
ie, said a Military Personnel Policy Work¬ 
ing Group, tasked last July with identifying 
ways to make the force more lethal, ana¬ 
lyzed the rise in members unable to deploy. 
Patricia Mulcahy, DOD’s director of offi¬ 
cer and enlisted personnel management, 
led the group but included service repre¬ 
sentatives. The same group is now drafting 
the DOD Instruction “to put meat on the 
bones” of Wilkie’s memo, Barna said. 

The idea is “to impose a level of con¬ 
sistency on reasons for retention without 
wholly invading the province of the service 
secretary to decide what’s best for that ser¬ 
vice,” Barna said. Preliminary work shows 
about a third of people who currently can’t 
deploy need something as simple as a phys¬ 
ical exam or dental care. 

Defense leaders are not looking to cut 
the pool a certain number, Barna said. “We 
would love to separate zero,” she said. “Our 
goal is to make each and every person who 
can be made worldwide deployable, world¬ 
wide deployable.” 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
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WHAT PONALP TRUMP 

UP TO NOW, PAWS? 

THAT FOOL CRAZY- 

fel 

# 41 ! 



I PONT KNOW WHAT 
PONALP TRUMP'S' UP TO, 
CLYPE. I REFUSE TO KEEP 
PAYING WM ANY 

attention. 


I PONT GLOW POWN TO 
WATCH ACCIPENTS ON THE 1 
FREEWAY, I PONT WATCH 3 
REALITY SHOWS, ANP I | 
PONT THINK ABOUT TRUMP. 1 
I'M ABOVE ALL THAT. 



IF HE GAIP AT tom THIS 
MORNING HE'P WANNA BAN 
ALL MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS, 

I BET YOU'P KNOW ABOUT 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Now, on a memo 
5 Sphere 
8 Rights org. 

12 Illicit 

14 Ergo 

15 Pink wading bird 

16 Employ 

17 Rock’s Brian 

18 Destroys 
20 Point of view 

23 Composer — 

Carlo Menotti 

24 Pop flavor 

25 In the distant 
past 

28 Trio after R 

29 African language 
group 

30 Eggs 
32 Trade ban 

34 Mint product 

35 Clumsy fleet 

36 Homebuyer’s 
option 

37 Warnings 

40 Capote 
nickname 

41 Showroom 
model 

42 Samoan port 

47 Rhett’s last word 

48 Mythical beasts 

49 “The — the limit!” 

50U.K. fliers 
51 Scruff 

3-5 

BGPRZJDJC CTOU-YXPN XPYC 

UJPNJ MPG XZY HPIMVO, 

DJDGEDCZW, YBGZEXCOI 

RTJJDG: HTVJCI WTGYPJ. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: NEWS BULLETIN AFTER 
A SOARING BIRD FINISHES SMOOTHING DOWN 
SOME WOOD: “THE EAGLE HAS SANDED.” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals F 


DOWN 

1 

Wiedersehen” 

2 NBC weekend 
show 

3 In the manner of 

4 Actress 
Anderson 

5 Point — return 

6 Bad hairpiece 

7 Force air through 

8 Goddess of 
wisdom 

9 Swank 

10 Hide in the 
bushes 

11 Exploits 

13 Cellar supply 

19 Prego rival 

20 Rm. coolers 

21 Memorandum 

22 Morose 


23 Cymbals’ kin 

25 Delphinium 

26 Thug 

27 “Metamorphoses” 
poet 

29 Lisa’s brother 

31 Year, in San Juan 

33 Industry 
tycoons 

34 Clipped 
money-saver 

36 Gator’s kin 

37 Tosses in 

38 Plumbing woe 

39 TV trophy 

40 End-of-wk. cry 

43 Literary 
collection 

44 Coach 
Parseghian 

45 Econ. statistic 

46 Sugary suffix 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARStQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


buy sight unseen and havi 
through an agent using 

■ People saying Free Dog 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Europe-wide delivery 


Pets 


French bulldog puppies 

iccinated, chipped with paper 
oking for a new home. Prio 
i request. 

Phone 06333 959118 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or full-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371) 560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


_H&R BLOCK 8 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 



Sell Your Stuff! 


Take the fuss out of packing up 
for your next PCS—sell 
everything with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 


902 Travel 


"Winter in Garmisch!” 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 


I Want a better picture? 

1 

You’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 

SlARSl^STRIPES, 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


>es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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•Stars and Stripes* 


Monday, March 5,2018 



Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

stars s-j Stripes. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 


Newspaper 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Mexico Championship 

World Golf Championship 
Saturday 

At Club de Golf Chapultepec 
Mexico City 
Purse: $10 million 
Yardage: 7,345; Par 71 
Third Round 

ShubhankarSharma 65-66-69—200 -: 

Tyrrell Hatton 70-68-64-202 -: 

Phil Mickelson 69-68-65-202 -: 

Sergio Garcia 68-65-69-202 -: 

Rafa Cabrera Bello 66-67-69-202 -: 

Pat Perez 68-67-68-203 -: 

Dustin Johnson 69-66-68-203 -: 

Brian Harman 68-67-68-203 -: 

Xander Schauffele 65-68-70-203 -: 

Justin Thomas 72-70-62-204 

Tony Finau 68-70-68—206 

Marc Leishman 69-68-69-206 

Charley Hoffman 70-66-70-206 

Jordan Spieth 70-67-69-206 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat 


_„_ 56-69-71—206 -7 

Brendan Steele 69-66-71-206 -7 

Kevin Kisner 70-71-66-207 -6 

Jhonattan Vegas 70-68-69-207 -6 

Bubba Watson 69-66-72-207 -6 

Kyle Stanley 71-65-71-207 -6 

AdamHadwin 70-71-67-208 -5 

JonRahm 67-71-70-208 -5 

Ross Fisher 71-68-69-208 -5 

Rickie Fowler 68-70-70-208 -5 

Adam Bland 70-67-71-208 -5 

Paul Casey 73-68-68-209 -4 

Patton Kizzire 69-69-71-209 -4 

Daniel Berger 69-68-72-209 -4 

Alex Noren 69-70-71-210 -3 

Chari Schwartzel 71-69-70-210 -3 

Tommy Fleetwood 72-71-67-210 -3 

Cologuard Classic 

Champions Tour 
Saturday 

At Omni Tucson National (Catalina 

Tucson, Ariz. 

Purse: $1.7 million 
Yardage: 7,207; Par 73 
Second Round 

Tommy Tolies 65-70-135 -11 

Scott Dunlap 65-71-136 -10 

Steve Strieker 66-70-136 -10 

Rocco Mediate 72-65-137 -9 

Doug Garwood 69-68—137 -9 

Gene Sauers 67-70-137 -9 

Mike Goodes 70-68-138 -8 

Kirk Triplett 69-69-138 -8 

Woody Austin 68-70-138 -8 

Billy Andrade 70-69-139 -7 

Bart Bryant 70-69-139 -7 

JeffMaggert 69-70-139 -7 

Michaef Bradley 69-70-139 -7 

Mike Small 66-73-139 -7 

Marco Dawson 71-69-140 -6 

Kevin Sutherland 71-69-140 -6 

Todd Hamilton 72-68-140 -6 

Brandt Jobe 71-69-140 -6 

Bob Estes 71-69-140 -6 

Olin Browne 70-70-140 -6 

Billy Mayfair 68-72-140 -6 

Women’s World Championship 

LPGA 

Saturday 

At Sentosa Golf Club (Tanjong Course) 
Singapore 
Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,718; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Nelly Korda 70-66-65-201 

“inielle " — 


_le Kang 

Brooke M. Henderson 
Minjee Lee 
Michelle Wie 
Jin Young Ko 
Jessica Korda 
Marina Alex 
Jenny Shin 
Charley Hull 
Ha NaJang 
Lydia Ko 

a-Atthaya Thitikul 
Jeong Eun Lee 
Lizette Salas 
Chella Choi 


_-64-70—202 -14 

68-72-65-205 -11 

71- 66-68-205 -11 

67- 73-66-206 -10 

72- 67-67-206 -10 

68- 70-68-206 -10 

69- 67-70-206 -10 
71-68-68-207 -9 

70- 68-69-207 -9 

70- 68-69-207 -9 

71- 71-67-209 -7 

70- 71-68-209 -7 
69-70-70-209 -7 

71- 67-71-209 -7 
68-69-72-209 -7 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Virginia (28-2) beat Notre Dame 62- 
57. Next: ACC tournament. 

2. Michigan State (28-4) lost to No. 15 
Michigan 75-64. Next: TBA. 

3. Xavier (27-4) beat DePaul 65-62. 
Next: Big East tournament. 

4. Villanova (27-4) beat Georgetown 
97-73. Next: Big East tournament. 

5. Duke (25-6) beat No. 9 North Caro¬ 
lina 74-64. Next: ACC tournament. 

6 . Kansas (24-7) lost to Oklahoma 
State 82-64. Next: Big 12 tournament. 

7. Gonzaga (28-4) beat Loyola Mary- 
mount 83-69. Next: vs. San Francisco, 
Monday. 

8 . Purdue (28-5) beat Penn State 78-70. 
Next: vs. No. 15 Michigan, Sunday. 

9. North Carolina (22-9) lost to No. 5 
Duke 74-64. Next: ACC tournament. 

10. Cincinnati (26-4) did not play. Next: 
at No. 11 Wichita State, Sunday. 

11. Wichita State (24-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 10 Cincinnati, Sunday. 

12. Texas Tech (23-8) beat TCU 79-75. 
Next: Big 12 tournament. 

13. Ohio State (24-8) did not play. Next: 
TBA. 

14. Auburn (25-6) beat South Carolina 
79-70. Next: SEC tournament. 

15. Michigan (27-7) beat No. 2 Michi¬ 
gan State 75-64. Next: vs. No. 8 Purdue, 
Sunday. 

16. Tennessee (23-7) beat Georgia 66- 
61. Next: SEC tournament. 

17. Rhode Island (23-6) did not play. 
Next: Atlantic 10 tournament. 

18. Clemson (22-8) lost to Syracuse 55- 
52. Next: ACC tournament. 

19. Arizona (24-7) beat California 66- 
54. Pac-12 tournament. 

20. West Virginia (22-9) lost to Texas 
87-79, OT. Next: Big 12 tournament. 

21. Nevada (26-6) lost to San Diego 
State 79-74. Next: MWC tournament. 

22. Saint Mary’s (28-4) beat Pepper- 
dine 69-66. Next: vs. BYU, Monday. 

23. Kentucky (21-10) lost to Florida 80- 
67. Next: SEC tournament. 

24. Middle Tennessee (24-6) lost to 
Marshall 76-67. Next: Conference USA 
tournament. 

25. Houston (23-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. UConn, Sunday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Cornell 86, Dartmouth 75 

Delaware 86, Elon 79 

Drexel 70, James Madison 62 

Fairfield 90, Niagara 77 

Hartford 71, New Hampshire 60 

Harvard 93, Columbia 74 

Iona 72, Manhattan 60 

LIU Brooklyn 78, Fairleigh Dickinson 

Penn 99, Brown 93 
Providence 61, St. John’s 57 
Saint Joseph’s 78, La Salle 70 
Seton Hall 77, Butler 70 
Stony Brook 69, Albany (NY) 60 
Syracuse 55, Clemson 52 
UMBC 89, Mass.-Lowell 77 
UMass 85, Duquesne 75 
VCU 83, Fordham 58 
Vermont 75, Maine 60 
Villanova 97, Georgetown 73 
Wagner 75, Robert Morris 64 
Yale 94, Princeton 90, OT 
SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 66, Jackson St. 59 
Appalachian St. 76, Coastal Carolina 

Arkansas St. 83, Louisiana-Monroe 79 
Auburn 79, South Carolina 70 
Charlotte 85, FAU 78 
Cleveland St. 89, N. Kentucky 80 
Duke 74, North Carolina 64 
ETSU 77, Chattanooga 59 
Florida 80, Kentucky 67 
Florida St. 85, Boston College 76 
Furman 97, W. Carolina 73 
Georgia Southern 89, Troy 83 
Georgia St. 90, South Alabama 75 
Georgia Tech 64, Wake Forest 56 
Grambling St. 66, Alabama St. 64 
LSU 78, Mississippi St. 57 
Marshall 76, Middle Tennessee 67 
McNeese St. 69, Lamar 60 
Miami 69, Virginia Tech 68 
Murray St. 68, Belmont 51 
NC State 76, Louisville 69 
Old Dominion 79, FIU 53 
Prairie View 77, Southern U. 69 
Richmond 93, George Mason 79 
SE Louisiana 69, Nicholls 57 
Southern Miss. 72, Louisiana Tech 64 
Tennessee 66, Georgia 61 
Texas Southern 78, Alcorn St. 71 
UAB 101, W. Kentucky 73 
UALR 72, Louisiana-Lafayette 61, OT 
UNC-Greensboro 72, The Citadel 58 
Vanderbilt 82, Mississippi 69 
Virginia 62, Notre Dame 57 
Wofford 73, Mercer 53 


Auto racing 


Saturday’s Transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Agreed to 
terms with INF Danny Valencia on a mi¬ 
nor league contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Nick Tepesch on a minor 
league contract. 

HOCKEY 

Natoinal Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Signed LW Max 
Comtois to a three-year contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Assigned F 
Dawson Leedahl from Hartford (AHL) to 
Greenville (ECHL). 

COLLEGE 

FAU - Named Brian White athletic 
director. 


Cent. Michigan 84, W. Michigan 71 

Chicago St. 96, UMKC 82 

Dayton 88, George Washington 78 

Illinois St. 76, S. Illinois 68, OT 

Kansas St. 77, Baylor 67 

Loyola of Chicago 62, Bradley 54 

Marquette 85, Creighton 81 

Michigan 75, Michigan St. 64 

Missouri 77, Arkansas 67 

New Mexico St. 86, Rio Grande 71 

Purdue 78, Penn St. 70 

S. Dakota St. 66, W. Illinois 60 

South Dakota 87, Nebraska-Omaha 73 

St. Bonaventure 64, Saint Louis 56 

Wright St. 87, Green Bay 72 

Xavier 65, DePaul 62 

SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 69, Incarnate Word 


Texas 87, West Virginia 79, OT 

Texas A&M 68, Alabama 66 

Texas A&M-CC 92, Houston Baptist 87 

Texas Tech 79, TCU 75 

UTEP 68, North Texas 66 

UTSA 79, Rice 60 

FAR WEST 

Air Force 83, San Jose St. 61 

Arizona 66, California 54 

BYU 85, San Diego 79 

Boise St. 95, Wyoming 87 

E. Washington 85, N. Arizona 68 

Gonzaga 83, Loyola Marymount 69 

Grand Canyon 81, CS Bakersfield 68 

Hawaii 68, Cal St.-Fullerton 60 

Idaho 78, S. Utah 76 

Long Beach St. 77, UC Riverside 59 

Montana 75, Idaho St. 64 

New Mexico 95, Fresno St. 86, OT 

Oregon 72, Washington 64 

Oregon St. 92, Washington St. 67 

Portland St. 97, North Dakota 90, OT 

Sacramento St. 88, N. Colorado 77 

San Diego St. 79, Nevada 74 

San Francisco 71, Pacific 70, OT 

Stanford 84, Arizona St. 83 

UC Davis 90, UC Irvine 84, 20T 

UC Santa Barbara 86, Cal Poly 61 

UCLA 83, Southern Cal 72 

Utah 64, Colorado 54 

Utah St. 79, UNLV 67 

Utah Valley 73, Seattle 47 

Weber St. 95, Montana St. 92, OT 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 60, Vermont 42 
Buffalo 74, Bowling Green 38 
Dartmouth 88, Columbia 77 
Delaware 81, Towson 55 
Drexel 71, Coll, of Charleston 57 
Hartford 72, Binghamton 68 
Harvard 91, Cornell 57 
Holy Cross 66, Colgate 47 
Lafayette 66, Boston U. 61 
Maine 65, UMBC 43 
New Hampshire 71, Stony Brook 54 
Northeastern 58, Hofstra 54 
Penn 67, Brown 56 
Princeton 64, Yale 53 
Rider 71, Fairfield 64 
Saint Joseph’s 58, Saint Louis 49 
Siena 71, Niagara 60 
SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 54, Texas Southern 52 
Arkansas St. 80, Louisiana-Monroe 73 
Belmont 63, UT Martin 56 
Charlotte 83, FAU 69 
Coastal Carolina 66, Appalachian St. 

East Carolina 85, SMU 74 
Elon 58, UNC-Wilmington 49 
FIU 74, Southern Miss. 70 
Grambling St. 73, Alabama St. 52 
Jackson St. 68, Alabama A&M 58 
James Madison 70, William & Mary 64 
Lamar 81, McNeese St. 72 
Liberty 57, High Point 49 
Longwood 90, Winthrop 60 
Louisville 64, NC State 59 
Maryland 66, Nebraska 53 
Middle Tennessee 65, Old Dominion 

17 

Mississippi St. 70, Texas A&M 55 
Nicholls 79, SE Louisiana 64 
Presbyterian 81, Charleston Southern 

>8 

Radford 56, Campbell 36 
South Alabama 70, Georgia St. 69 
South Carolina 71, Georgia 49 
Southern U. 96, Prairie View 58 
Troy 95, Georgia Southern 80 
Tulane 76, Memphis 64 
UALR 72, Louisiana-Lafayette 63 
UNC-Asheville 62, Gardner-Webb 60 
MIDWEST 
Akron 62, Ohio 59 
Ball St. 88, E. Michigan 63 
Butler 73, Providence 67 
Cent. Michigan 72, Toledo 67 
Drake 85, Valparaiso 53 
George Washington 58, Dayton 53 
Green Bay 62, N. Kentucky 49 
IUPUI 56, Oakland 49 
Illinois St. 53, Bradley 41 
Miami (Ohio) 58, Kent St. 35 
Missouri St. 69, Indiana St. 56 
N. Iowa 64, Loyola of Chicago 39 
Notre Dame 90, Florida St. 80 
Ohio St. 90, Minnesota 88 
S. Dakota St. 87, N. Dakota St. 62 
S. Illinois 66, Evansville 41 
Seton Hall 66, Xavier 42 
South Dakota 83, Fort Wayne 32 
Temple 72, Wichita St. 59 
UMKC 59, Chicago St. 47 
W. Michigan 85, N. Illinois 66 
SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 79, MVSU 64 

Baylor 83, Kansas St. 54 

Cent. Arkansas 59, Northwestern St. 

19 

Incarnate Word 58, Abilene Christian 


TCU 90, Oklahoma 83 
Texas 81, Iowa St. 69 
Texas A&M-CC 73, Houston Baptist 68 
Texas State 75, Texas-Arlington 58 
Tulsa 98, Houston 72 
UAB 74, UTSA 66 
UTEP 80, W. Kentucky 75 
West Virginia 69, Oklahoma St. 60 
FAR WEST 

Grand Canyon 77, CS Bakersfield 76 
Long Beach St. 67, CS Northridge 54 
New Mexico St. 72, Rio Grande 56 
Oregon 65, UCLA 62 
Seattle 83, Utah Valley 53 
Stanford 58, Arizona St. 46 
UC Irvine 78, Cal St.-Fullerton 58 
UC Riverside 76, UC Davis 62 


Gaming 300 

NASCAR Xfinity Series 
Saturday 

At Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Lap length: 1.50 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 200 laps 
0 rating, 0 points. 

2. (1) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 200, 0 
47. 

3. (12) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 200 
0, 43. 

4. (8) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 200, 0, 0. 

5. (6) Elliott Sadler, Chevrolet, 200, 0 
39. 

6. (3) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 200, 0 

38. 

7. (16) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 200, 0 

39. 

8. (7) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 200, 0 
43. 

9. (4) Cole Custer, Ford, 200,0, 38. 

10. (11) Spencer Gallagher, Chevrolet 
200, 0, 27. 

11. (9) Matt Tifft, Chevrolet, 200, 0, 26. 

12. (10) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 200 
0 , 0 . 

13. (19) Michael Annett, Chevrolet 
200, 0, 24. 

14. (5) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 200, 0,0. 

15. (17) Ryan Truex, Chevrolet, 200, 0 


18. (14) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 199, 
0, 19. 

19. (13) Ryan Reed, Ford, 199, 0, 18. 

20. (23) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 197, 0, 
17. 

21. (29) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 197, 
0, 16. 

22. (20) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
196, 0, 15. 

23. (26) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
196, 0, 14. 

24. (37) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 196, 
0,13. 

25. (33) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevro¬ 
let, 195, 0, 12. 

26. (34) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 195, 0, 

11 . 

27. (27) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, 194, 0, 

10 . 

28. (39) Josh Bilicki, Toyota, 189, 0, 9. 


Pro soccer 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Columbus 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Orlando City 0 0 1 1 11 

D.C. United 0 0 1 1 11 

New York City FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Montreal 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Toronto FC 0 1 0 0 0 2 

New England 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Atlanta United FC 0 1 0 0 0 4 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Houston 1 0 0 3 4 0 

San Jose 1 0 0 3 3 2 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 1 11 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 1 1 11 

Los Angeles FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sporting KC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Seattle 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Portland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vancouver 000 0 00 

LA Galaxy 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota United 0 1 0 0 2 3 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Columbus 2, Toronto FC 0 
Houston 4, Atlanta United FC 0 
Philadelphia 2, New England 0 
D.C. United 1, Orlando City 1, tie 
Real Salt Lake 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
San Jose 3, Minnesota United 2 
Sunday’s games 
Los Angeles FC at Seattle 
Montreal at Vancouver 
New York City FC at Sporting Kansas 
City 

Portland at Los Angeles Galaxy 
Saturday, March 10 
Montreal at Columbus 
Colorado at New England 
Los Angeles at Real Salt Lake 
Sporting Kansas City at Chicago 
Vancouver at Houston 
Portland at New York 
Minnesota United at Orlando City 
Sunday, March 11 
D.C. United at Atlanta United FC 
Los Angeles at New York City FC 

Saturday 
Earthquakes 3, 
Minnesota United 2 

Minnesota 0 2—2 

San Jose 2 1—3 

First half—1, San Jose, Hoesen, 1 (Qa- 
zaishvili), 27th minute. 2, San Jose, Qa- 
zaishvili, 1 (Wondolowski), 28th. 

Second half—3, San Jose, Hoesen, 2 
(Qazaishvili), 59th. 4, Minnesota, Molino, 
1 (Ramirez), 81st. 5, Minnesota, Molino, 2 
(Schuller), 85th. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Matt Lampson; 
San Jose, Andrew Tarbell. 

Yellow Cards—Mears, Minnesota, 
25th; Ockford, San Jose, 71st. 

A-18,000 (18,000) 


29. (21) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, engine, 
185, 0, 8. 

30. (40) Stephen Leicht, Toyota, 185, 
0, 7. 

31. (38) Mike Harmon, Dodge, 183, 0, 6. 

32. (30) Chad Finchum, Chevrolet, sus¬ 
pension, 140, 0, 5. 

33. (25) Timmy Hill, Dodge, garage, 
134, 0, 4. 

34. (15) Austin Cindric, Ford, accident, 
132, 0, 3. 

35. (35) David Starr, Chevrolet, engine, 
78, 0, 2. 

36. (31) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, sus¬ 
pension, 70, 0,1. 

37. (36) Morgan Shepherd, Chevrolet, 
oilleak, 24, 0,1. 

38. (28) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, vibration, 
18, 0,1. 

39. (32) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, brakes, 
15, 0,1. 

40. (22) Dylan Lupton, Ford, accident, 
5, 0, 1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

131.884 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 16 minutes, 29 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.881 seconds. 

Caution Flags: 6 for 29 laps. 

Lead Changes: 10 among 6 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: C.Bell 0; K.Larson 1-42; 
C.Bell 43-48; K.Larson 49-94; R.BIaney 
95-127; K.Larson 128-135; C.Custer 136- 
139; J.AIIgaier 140-151; K.Larson 152-186; 
T.Reddick 187-189; K.Larson 190-200 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): K.Larson, 5 times for 137 laps; 
R.BIaney, 1 time for 32 laps; J.AIIgaier, 1 
time for 11 laps; C.Bell, 2 times for 5 laps; 
C.Custer, 1 time for 3 laps; T.Reddick, 1 
time for 2 laps. 

Wins: K.Larson, 1; T.Reddick, 1. 

Top 10 in Points: 1. T.Reddick, 123; 2. 
E.Sadler, 123; 3. C.Bell, 100; 4. J.AIIgaier, 
95; 5. S.Gallagher, 89; 6. R.Reed, 88; 7. 
B.Jones, 86; 8. R.Truex, 85; 9. D.Hemric, 
84; 10. M.Tifft, 69. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 

A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. 

The formula combines the following 
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Real Salt Lake 1, FC Dallas 1 

Real Salt Lake 1 0-1 

Dallas 0 1-1 

First half—1, Real Salt Lake, Plata, 1 
(Rusnak), 25th minute. 

Second half—2, Dallas, Silva (own 
goal), 86th. 

Goalies—Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do; Dallas, Jimmy Maurer. 

Yellow Cards—Hayes, Dallas, 64th; 
Barrios, Dallas, 78th. 

United 1, Orlando City 1 

D.C. United 1 0-1 

Orlando 0 1—1 

First half-1, D.C. United, Asad, 1 
(Asad), 32nd minute. 

Second half—2, Orlando, Stefano, 1 
(Spector), 93rd. 

Goalies—D.C. United, David Ousted; 
Orlando, Joe Bendik. 

Yellow Cards—Lindley, Orlando, 31st; 
Birnbaum, D.C. United, 46th; Mattocks, 
D.C. United, 0th; DeLeon, D.C. United, 
47th; Yotun, Orlando, 81st. 

Red Cards—Giro, Orlando, 41st. 

Union 2, Revolution 0 

New England 0 0—0 

Philadelphia 1 1—2 

First half—1, Philadelphia, Fontana, 1 
(Sapong), 43rd minute. 

Second half—2, Philadelphia, Sapong, 
1 (Burke), 69th. 

Goalies—New England, Matt Turner; 
Philadelphia, Andre Blake. 

Yellow Cards—Dielna, New England, 
36th; Farrell, New England, 59th; Sapong, 
Philadelphia, 63rd; Zahibo, New England, 
92nd. 

Red Cards—Delamea Mlinar, New Eng¬ 
land, 24th; Dielna, New England, 86th. 

Crew 2, Toronto FC 0 

Columbus 1 1—2 

Toronto 0 0—0 

First half—1, Columbus, Higuain, 1 
(Valenzuela), 44th minute. 

Second half—2, Columbus, Zardes, 1 
(Santos), 46th. 

Goalies—Columbus, Zack Steffen; To¬ 
ronto, Alex Bono. 

Yellow Cards—Martinez, Columbus, 
24th. 

Dynamo 4, United 0 

Atlanta 0 0—0 

Houston 4 0—4 

First half-1, Houston, Wenger, 1 (Elis), 
5th minute. 2, Houston, Senderos, 1 (Gar¬ 
cia), 23rd. 3, Houston, Manotas, 1, 27th. 4, 
Houston, Ceren, 1, 51st. 

Goalies—Atlanta, Brad Guzan; Hous¬ 
ton, Chris Seitz. 

Yellow Cards—Gonzalez Pirez, Atlan¬ 
ta, 32nd; McCann, Atlanta, 34th; Gressel, 
Atlanta, 52nd; Seitz, Houston, 61st. 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 26 
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SCOREBOARD/NHL 


College baseball 


NHL roundup 


Saturday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Austin Peay 8, Indiana St. 7 
Bellarmine 8-7, Hillsdale 1-3 
Bethel (Tenn.) 4-4, William Carey 0-10 
Bradley 14, Belmont 10 
Bryan 14-3, Truett-McConnell 4-1 
Bryant 9, Boston College 8 
Centre 5-4, Sewanee 3-0 
Cincinnati 4-5, UT Martin 3-7,2nd game, 
11 innings 

Clemson 5, South Carolina 1 
Covenant 11-15, Berea 3-3, 2nd game, 8 
innings 

Cumberlands 1, Huntington 0 
Duke 8, Cornell 3 
E. Kentucky 15, Coppin St. 1 
Florida St. 4, UNC-Asheville 3 
Georgetown (Ky.) 15, Indiana-South 
Bend 1 

Georgia Tech 3, UIC 2 
Hofstra 4-5, Norfolk St. 01 
Illinois St. 18, Morehead St. 7 
King (Tenn.) 16-7, Emmanuel (Ga.) 3-4 
Louisville 8, W. Carolina 7 
Martin Methodist 3, Loyola NO 0 
Mass.-Lowell 5, Wake Forest 3 
Middle Tennessee 16, ETSU 8 
Midway 12-14, Asbury 2-11 
Murray St. 16-15, Fort Wayne 4-4 
N. Kentucky 2, Lipscomb 1 
NC State 21, Campbell 4 
Notre Dame 9, Seton Hall 8 
North Carolina 6, Liberty 5 
Pikeville 8-16, St. Francis (Ind.) 2-5 
Pittsburgh 9, UMass 0 
Purdue 12, Virginia Tech 5 
Robert Morris-Springfield 10-5, Ken¬ 
tucky Christian 0-0 

Tennessee 2, Memphis 1 

Truman St. 17-8, Trevecca Nazarene 7-9 

Virginias, Yale 4 

West Georgia 17, Christian Brothers 2 
West Virginia 11, W. Kentucky 9, 10 in¬ 
nings 

MIDWEST 

Bethany 4-3, Culver-Stockton 3-2 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

TOURNAMENTS 
(All Best-of-3) 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY CONFERENCE 
First Round 

American International 4, Niagara 3, 
20T, American Inti, wins series 2-0 

Sacred Heart 4, RIT 3, 30T, series tied 

Bentley 4, Robert Morris 3, series tied 


Caps light up Leafs at Annapolis 


Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md.—T. J. Oshie 
found a moment of tranquility as 
he stared through the darkness 
and into the crowd at fans holding 
their cellphones up to light up the 
stadium. 

With music playing and an op¬ 
portunity to reflect, he contem¬ 
plated the spectacle of playing an 
outdoor game at the U.S. Naval 
Academy that will go down in the 
standings as an important 5-2 vic¬ 
tory by Oshie and the Washington 
Capitals over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. For Oshie, first star John 
Carlson and especially the Amer¬ 
ican players on the winning side 
of the first NHL outdoor game at 
a service academy, the two points 
are great but the meaning was 
more significant. 

“I really made a point to soak it 
all in tonight, to really enjoy it as 
much as I could,” Oshie said after 
the Capitals’ second consecutive 
victory following a run of four 
losses in six games. “Tonight was 
a lot of fun. It was pretty special 
for me, pretty special for the 
team here.” 

The Capitals put on a special 
performance at Navy-Marine 



Nick Wass/AP 


Capitals goaltender Braden 
Holtby stops the puck during 
the third period Saturday against 
the Maple Leafs at an outdoor 
game at the U.S Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Md. The Capitals 
won 5-2. 

Corps Memorial Stadium under 
the lights that went out because 
of a power surge with 10 min¬ 
utes left. A 15-minute delay did 
nothing to stem the tide of Wash¬ 
ington’s win that included Alex 
Ovechkin’s 40 goal of the season 


and 598th of his career. 

Ovechkin became the sixth 
player in NHL history with nine- 
plus 40-goal seasons, joining 
Wayne Gretzky (12), Marcel Di¬ 
onne (10), Mario Lemieux (10), 
Mike Gartner (nine) and Mike 
Bossy (nine). 

“Forty is good, but 50’s better,” 
Ovechkin said. “I still have time 
to do that.” 

The offensive fireworks of 
the first two periods — includ¬ 
ing three goals in the first 6:19 
— matched the pomp and cir¬ 
cumstance of the NHL’s first 
game at a U.S. service academy. 
Navy midshipmen and Canadian 
servicemen and women took part 
in a patriotic pregame ceremony 
capped off by a memorable fly¬ 
over with only the afterburners 
visible against the night sky. 

In one of the best-themed out¬ 
door games to date, the game was 
played on a rink on top of a fac¬ 
simile of an aircraft carrier with a 
replica jet stationed in one corner. 
Capitals coach Barry Trotz wore a 
dark Navy cap with a gold “N” on 
the front as he stood in front of the 
lit up names of several battles, in¬ 
cluding Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

Deputy commissioner Bill Daly 


says the NHL hopes to stage out¬ 
door games at Army’s West Point 
and the Air Force Academy. 

Lightning 7, Flyers 6: Steven 
Stamkos had two goals and three 
assists for a career-high five 
points and added a shootout goal 
for host Tampa Bay. 

Penguins 3, Islanders 2 (OT): 
Sidney Crosby finished off a 2- 
on-1 by burying a shot past Chris 
Gibson 3:48 into overtime in host 
Pittsburgh’s victor. 

Bruins 2, Canadiens 1 (OT): 
Brad Marchand scored 2:06 into 
overtime to lift host Boston over 
Montreal. 

Blackhawks 5, Kings 3: Jona¬ 
than Toews broke a tie on a power 
play with 1:58 left and Chicago 
beat Los Angeles to snap a seven- 
game road losing streak. 

Coyotes 2, Senators 1: Antti 
Raanta made 23 saves and host 
Arizona rallied to beat Ottawa. 

Stars 3, Blues 2 (OT): Jamie 
Benn scored 3:04 into overtime to 
lift host Dallas past St. Louis. 

Rangers 3, Oilers 2: Mika 
Zibanejad had a goal and an as¬ 
sist, and Alexander Georgiev 
made 35 saves for his first NHL 
win as the resurgent New York 
Rangers held off host Edmonton. 


BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
First Round 

Ohio State 4, Michigan State 3, OT, 
Ohio State wins series 2-0 

Penn State 6, Minnesota 5, Penn State 
wins series 2-0 

Michigan 7, Wisconsin 4, Michigan 
wins series 2-0 

ECAC 

First Round 

St. Lawrence 4, Dartmouth 2, series 
tied 1-1 

RPI 1, Colgate 0, series tied 1-1 

Princeton 7, Brown 1, Princeton wins 
series 2-0 

Quinnipiac 4,Yale 1, Quinnipiac wins 
series 2-0 

HOCKEY EAST 
First Round 

Merrimack 3, UMass Lowell 2, Merri¬ 
mack wins series 2-0 

Vermont 4, UMass 3, OT, Vermont wins 
series 2-0 

Maine 3, New Hampshire 2, Maine 
wins series 2-0 

WESTERN COLLEGIATE HOCKEY ASSO¬ 
CIATION 
Quarterfinals 

Bowling Green 5, Ferris State 2, No. 3 
Bowling Green wins series 2-0 

Alabama-Huntsville3, Northern Michi¬ 
gan 2, series tied 1-1 

Michigan Tech 5, Bemidji State 4, 
Michigan Tech wins series 2-0 

Minnesota State 6, Alaska 2, Minne¬ 
sota State wins series 2-0 


Tennis 


Mexico Open 

Saturday 

At Princess Mundo Imperial 
Acapulco, Mexico 

Purse: ATP, $1.64 million (WT500); 
WTA, $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Championship 

Juan Martin del Potro (6), Argentina, 
def. Kevin Anderson (5), S. Africa, 6-4, 6-4. 

Women 

Championship 

Lesia Tsurenko (7), Ukraine, def. Ste- 
fanie Voegele, Switzerland, 5-7, 7-6 (2), 
6-2. 


Brazil Open 

Saturday 

Esporte Clube Pinheiros 
Sao Paulo 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Semifinals 

Fabio Fognini (2), Italy, def. Pablo Cue¬ 
vas (3), Uruguay, 6-4, 6-2. 

Nicolas Jarry, Chile, def. Horacio Ze- 
ballos, Argentina, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-4. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 66 45 17 4 94 240 182 

Boston 63 40 15 8 88 209 158 

Toronto 67 39 21 7 85 220 190 

Florida 62 31 25 6 68 185 198 

Detroit 64 26 28 10 62 169 189 

Montreal 65 25 29 11 61 167 200 

Ottawa 64 22 32 10 54 174 225 

Buffalo 65 20 34 11 51 154 211 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 65 37 21 7 81 203 193 

Philadelphia 65 34 20 11 79 196 189 

Pittsburgh 66 37 25 4 78 215 200 

New Jersey 65 33 24 8 74 191 196 

Columbus 65 32 28 5 69 172 184 

Carolina 65 29 25 11 69 174 195 

"Y. Rangers 66 30 30 6 66 189 209 

Y. Islanders 66 29 29 8 66 213 237 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 64 41 14 9 91 210 165 

Winnipeg 64 38 17 9 85 217 173 

Dallas 65 37 23 5 79 193 171 

Minnesota 65 36 22 7 79 200 189 

Colorado 64 35 24 5 75 202 189 

St. Louis 66 35 26 5 75 180 176 

Chicago 65 28 29 8 64 185 189 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 64 41 18 5 87 222 178 

San Jose 65 35 21 9 79 194 180 

Los Angeles 66 36 25 5 77 192 165 

Anaheim 65 32 21 12 76 180 180 

Calgary 66 32 25 9 73 185 195 

Edmonton 65 27 34 4 58 183 216 

Vancouver 65 24 32 9 57 176 214 

Arizona 64 20 34 10 50 155 209 

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Tampa Bay 7, Philadefphia 6, SO 
Dallas 3, St. Louis 2, OT 
Chicago 5, Los Angeles 3 
Boston 2, Montreal 1, OT 
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Islanders 2, OT 
Arizona 2, Ottawa 1 
Washington 5, Toronto 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Edmonton 2 
Sunday’s games 
Nashville at Colorado 
Philadelphia at Florida 
Chicago at Anaheim 
Vegas at New Jersey 
Detroit at Minnesota 
Winnipeg at Carolina 
Columbus at San Jose 

Monday's games 
Calgary at Pittsburgh 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Ottawa at Dallas 
Arizona at Edmonton 
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver 


Tuesday’s games 

Winnipeg at N.Y. Rangers 
Vegas at Columbus 
Montreal at New Jersey 
Detroit at Boston 
Florida at Tampa Bay 
Carolina at Minnesota 
Dallas at Nashville 
Colorado at Chicago 
Washington at Anaheim 

Saturday 

Lightning 7, Flyers 6 

Philadelphia 3 12 0-6 

Tampa Bay 1 2 3 0-7 

Tampa Bay won shootout 2-0 
First Period—1, Philadelphia, Patrick 
10 (Voracek, Giroux), 7:08 (pp). 2, Tampa 
Bay, Stamkos 26 (Hedman, Kucherov), 
8:16 (pp). 3, Philadelphia, Voracek 14 
(Patrick), 14:30. 4, Philadelphia, Hagg 3 


man 10 (Kucherov, Stamkos), 5:57. 6, 
Tampa Bay, Girardi 4 (Hedman, Stam¬ 
kos), 12:47. 7, Philadelphia, Lehtera 2 
(Weal, Filppula), 16:15. 

Third Period— 8 , Philadelphia, Provo- 
rov 12 (Filppula), 1:06. 9, Tampa Bay, 
Miller 14 (Point, Gourde), 4:23.10, Tampa 
Bay, Stamkos 27 (Kucherov, Killorn), 7:38. 
11, Tampa Bay, Hedman 11 (Stamkos), 
10:03. 12, Philadelphia, Giroux 23 (Provo- 
rov, Couturier), 17:07. 

Shootout— Philadelphia 0 (Couturier 
NG, Patrick NG), Tampa Bay 2 (Conacher 
NG, Point G, Stamkos G). 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 14-11-14- 
4-43. Tampa Bay 6-10-15-4-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 1 of 5; Tampa Bay 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Mrazek 11-8-4 
(35 shots-29 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs- 
kiy 38-12-3 (43-37). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:48. 

Rangers 3, Oilers 2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 2 0-3 

Edmonton 0 2 0-2 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
12 (Gilmour, Zibanejad), 0:54. 

Second Period— 2, Edmonton, Mc- 
David 30 (Talbot, Benning), 5:43. 3, N.Y. 
Rangers, Zibanejad 19 (Buchnevich, Zuc- 
carello), 7:51 (pp). 4, N.Y. Rangers, Carey 
7 (Desharnais, McLeod), 9:07. 5, Edmon¬ 
ton, Nugent-Hopkins 17 (McDavid, Se- 
kera), 16:48. 

Third Period— None. 

Shots on Goal -N.Y. Rangers 8-22-4- 
34. Edmonton 6-16-15-37. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 3; Edmonton 0 of 2. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 1-2- 
0 (37 shots-35 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 
22-26-2 (34-31). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:28. 


Stars 3, Blues 2 (OT) 

St. Louis 0 110-2 

Dallas 0 111-3 

Second Period— 1, Dallas, Pitlick 13 
(Roussel), 7:04. 2, St. Louis, Barbashev 5 
(Dunn, Tarasenko), 13:06. 

Third Period— 3, St. Louis, Schwartz 
19 (Parayko), 12:43. 4, Dallas, Radulov 24 
(Benn, Seguin), 17:04. 

Overtime— 5, Dallas, Benn 22 (Seguin), 
3:04. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 9-15-13-37. 
Dallas 6-14-11-3-34. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 0 
of 4; Dallas 0 of 1. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Hutton 16-7-3 (34 
shots-31 saves). Dallas, Bishop 26-17-4 
(37-35). 

A-18,321 (18,532). T-2:51. 

Blackhawks 5, Kings 3 

Chicago 1 0 4-5 

Los Angeles 0 3 0-3 

First Period— 1, Chicago, Oesterle 4, 
13:11. 

Second Period— 2, Los Angeles, Pear¬ 
son 12, 4:27. 3, Los Angeles, Martinez 7 
(Kopitar, Brown), 6:21. 4, Los Angeles, la- 
fallo 9, 17:48. 

Third Period— 5, Chicago, Anisimov 
19 (Toews, Kane), 10:48 (pp). 6, Chicago, 
Hinostroza 7, 14:24. 7, Chicago, Toews 17 
(Kane, Seabrook), 18:02 (pp). 8, Chicago, 
Kane 24 (Toews, Saad), 19:57. 

Shots on Goal— Chicago 7-8-10-25. 
Los Angeles 11-14-7—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 2 
of 5; Los Angeles 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Chicago, Forsberg 8-13-3 (32 
shots-29 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 25- 
24-2 (24-20). 

A—18,230 (18,230). T-2:31. 

Capitals 5, Maple Leafs 2 

Toronto 1 1 0-2 

Washington 3 2 0-5 

First Period— 1, Washington, 
Kuznetsov 20 (Backstrom, Carlson), 3:50 
(pp). 2, Toronto, Hyman 13 (Polak), 5:20. 
3, Washington, Ovechkin 40 (Backstrom, 
Wilson), 6:19. 4, Washington, Backstrom 
16 (Kuznetsov, Carlson), 16:20 (pp). 

Second Period— 5, Toronto, Kadri 24 
(Marleau, Dermott), 7:22. 6, Washington, 
Carlson 12 (Stephenson, Beagle), 8:05. 7, 
Washington, Vrana 11 (Orlov, Kuznetsov), 
10:49. 

Shots on Goal— Toronto 7-12-10—29. 
Washington 12-18-4-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 0 
of 2; Washington 2 of 2. 

Goalies— Toronto, McElhinney 7-4-1 (9 
shots-9 saves), Andersen 32-17-5 (25-20). 
Washington, Holtby 29-14-4 (29-27). 

A—29,516 (34,000). T-2:46. 


Coyotes 2, Senators 1 

Ottawa 1 0 0-1 

Arizona 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Ottawa, Pageau 10 
(Stone, Ryan), 3:24. 2, Arizona, Ekman- 
Larsson 9 (Keller, Stepan), 18:46. 

Second Period— 3, Arizona, Martinook 
6 (Cousins, Richardson), 14:08. 

Shots on Goal— Ottawa 8-12-4—24. Ari¬ 
zona 12-5-10-27. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 2; Arizona Oof 3. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Condon 4-12-5 (27 
shots-25 saves). Arizona, Raanta 15-15-6 
(24-23). 

A- 10,955 (17,125). T-2:23. 

Bruins 2, Canadiens 1 (OT) 

Montreal 1 0 0 0-1 

Boston 0 0 11-2 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Gallagher 
23, 9:16. 

Third Period— 2, Boston, DeBrusk 13 
(Holden, Krug), 17:15 (pp). 

Overtime— 3, Boston, Marchand 25 
(Gionta, Krug), 2:06. 

Shots on Goal— Montreal 12-5-11-28. 
Boston 10-19-17-4-50. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
0 of 4; Boston 1 of 6. 

Goalies— Montreal, Niemi 4-6-3 (50 
shots-48 saves). Boston, Khudobin 14-4- 
4 (28-27). 

A- 17,565 (17,565). T-2:44. 

Penguins 3, Islanders 2 (OT) 

N.Y. Islanders 10 10-2 

Pittsburgh 0 111-3 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, David¬ 
son 4 (Lee, Bailey), 1:11. 

Second Period— 2, Pittsburgh, Horn- 
qvist 18 (Malkin, Kessel), 18:04 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 31 
(Tavares), 4:59.4, Pittsburgh, Brassard 19 
(Simon, Kessel), 11:29. 

Overtime— 5, Pittsburgh, Crosby 22 
(Schultz, Letang), 3:48. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 8-7-9- 
3-27. Pittsburgh 19-19-9-3-50. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 2; Pittsburgh 1 of 2. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Gibson 0-0-1 
(50 shots-47 saves). Pittsburgh, Jarry 11- 
5-2 (27-25). 

A- 18,661 (18,387). T-2:30. 

Calendar 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 
April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

June 22-23 - NHL Draft, Dallas. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 44 17 .721 - 

Boston 44 20 .688 1V4 

Philadelphia 34 27 .557 10 

New York 24 39 .381 21 

Brooklyn 20 43 .317 25 

Southeast Division 

Washington 36 27 .571 - 

Miami 33 30 .524 3 

Charlotte 28 35 .444 8 

Orlando 20 43 .317 16 

Atlanta 19 44 .302 17 

Central Division 

Cleveland 36 26 .581 - 

Indiana 35 27 .565 1 

Milwaukee 33 29 .532 3 

Detroit 29 34 .460 7V4 

Chicago 21 41 .339 15 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 49 13 .790 - 

New Orleans 35 26 .574 13V4 

San Antonio 36 27 .571 13V4 

Dallas 19 44 .302 30V4 

Memphis 18 44 .290 31 

Northwest Division 

Portland 37 26 .587 - 

Minnesota 38 28 .576 h 

Oklahoma City 37 28 .569 1 

Denver 35 28 .556 2 

Utah 33 30 .524 4 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 49 14 .778 - 

L.A. Clippers 33 28 .541 15 

L.A. Lakers 28 34 .452 20V4 

Sacramento 19 44 .302 30 

Phoenix 19 45 .297 30V4 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando 107, Memphis 100 
Denver 126, Cleveland 117 
Miami 105, Detroit 96 
Houston 123, Boston 120 
L.A. Lakers 116, San Antonio 112 
Portland 108, Oklahoma City 100 
Utah 98, Sacramento 91 

Sunday’s games 
Phoenix at Atlanta 
Charlotte at Toronto 
Indiana at Washington 
New Orleans at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers 
New York at Sacramento 
Monday’s games 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Milwaukee at Indiana 
Phoenix at Miami 
Boston at Chicago 
Memphis at San Antonio 
Orlando at Utah 
Portland at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday’s games 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Miami at Washington 
Philadelphia at Charlotte 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Denver at Dallas 
New York at Portland 
Brooklyn at Golden State 
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers 

Saturday 

Lakers 116, Spurs 112 

L.A. LAKERS - Kuzma 4-13 1-4 11, Ran¬ 
dle 8-15 9-11 25, Lopez 6-12 0-1 14, Ball 6- 
12 0-0 18, Caldwell-Pope 7-13 1-118, Wear 
3-6 0-0 7, Zubac 0-2 2-2 2, Ennis 0-2 0-0 0, 
Thomas 6-16 8-8 21, Payton II 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 40-92 21-27 116. 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 4-4 0-0 8, 
Bertans 4-9 0-0 11, Gasol 8-17 3-6 19, Mur¬ 
ray 5-11 2-2 12, Mills 6-12 1-1 14, Gay 5-12 
3-3 15, Lauvergne 3-6 2-2 8, Parker 3-9 0-0 
6, Ginobili 4-11 4-4 12, Green 2-7 2-2 7. To¬ 
tals 44-98 17-20 112. 

L.A. Lakers 23 30 27 36-116 

San Antonio 30 30 31 21-112 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 15-34 
(Ball 6-10, Caldwell-Pope 3-5, Lopez 2-4, 
Kuzma 2-6, Wear 1-4, Thomas 1-5), San 
Antonio 7-30 (Bertans 3-8, Gay 2-5, Green 
1-5, Mills 1-5, Parker 0-1, Ginobili 0-3, Ga¬ 
sol 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
L.A. Lakers 46 (Caldwell-Pope 13), San 
Antonio 50 (Gasol 10). Assists—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 26 (Ball 11), San Antonio 28 (Gasol 8). 
Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 21, San Antonio 
19. Technicals—L.A. Lakers coach Lak¬ 
ers (Defensive three second), L.A. Lak¬ 
ers coach Luke Walton, Randle, San An¬ 
tonio coach Gregg Popovich. A—18,557 
(18,418). 

Nuggets 126, Cavaliers 117 

DENVER - Chandler 7-10 0-0 16, Mill- 
sap 4-9 2-2 11, Jokic 3-8 2-3 9, Murray 6-11 
1-1 16, G.Harris 10-17 6-6 32, Jefferson 2-2 
0-0 4, Plumlee 4-7 0-0 8, D.Harris 1-3 1-2 4, 
Beasley 1-2 0-0 3, Barton 9-17 1-1 23. To¬ 
tals 47-86 13-15 126. 

CLEVELAND - James 8-19 8-11 25, Os¬ 
man 6-7 0-0 13, Thompson 6-10 0-1 12, Hill 
6-10 2-2 17, Smith 7-12 3-4 19, Nance Jr. 6- 
10 2-2 14, Perrantes 0-0 0-0 0, Hood 3-9 0-0 
6, Holland 0-0 0-0 0, Clarkson 4-9 1-1 11, 
Korver 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 46-88 16-21 117. 
Denver 37 36 30 23-126 

Cleveland 31 31 35 20-117 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 19-35 

(G.Harris 6-10, Barton 4-10, Murray 3-4, 
Chandler 2-4, Beasley 1-1, Millsap 1-2, 
D.Harris 1-2, Jokic 1-2), Cleveland 9-24 
(Hill 3-4, Clarkson 2-3, Smith 2-5, Os¬ 
man 1-2, James 1-4, Nance Jr. 0-1, Kor¬ 
ver 0-1, Hood 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Denver 35 (Barton 8), Cleve¬ 
land 41 (James 10). Assists—Denver 35 
(Jokic 8), Cleveland 25 (James 15). Total 
Fouls—Denver 19, Cleveland 16. Techni¬ 
cals—Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue. A— 
20,562 (20,562). 


Magic 107, Grizzlies 100 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 4-14 1-2 9, Martin 
7-12 4-7 19, Green 2-12 6-7 10, Chalmers 

5- 11 2-2 15, McLemore 8-14 2-4 20, Henry 
1-4 0-0 2, Parsons 2-6 0-0 4, Johnson 1-8 
0-0 2, Rabb 2-3 1-2 5, K.Simmons 6-9 2-2 
14. Totals 38-93 18-26 100. 

ORLANDO - J.Simmons 3-5 3-4 11, 
Gordon 4-8 6-7 14, Vucevic 8-14 2-5 19, 
Augustin 5-7 4-4 16, Fournier 7-13 4-5 19, 
Iwundu 0-1 0-0 0, Isaac 0-2 0-0 0, Speights 
0-0 0-0 0, Birch 0-0 2-2 2, Biyombo 2-6 0-0 
4, Mack 2-3 2-2 6, Vaughn 0-1 0-0 0, He- 
zonja 5-12 4-4 16. Totals 36-72 27-33 107. 
Memphis 27 25 27 21-100 

Orlando 31 21 25 30-107 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 6-22 
(Chalmers 3-6, McLemore 2-5, Martin 
1-2, K.Simmons 0-1, Henry 0-1, Parsons 
0-2, Green 0-2, Brooks 0-3), Orlando 8-25 
(J.Simmons 2-2, Augustin 2-4, Hezonja 2- 
8, Vucevic 1-2, Fournier 1-6, Vaughn 0-1, 
Isaac 0-1, Gordon 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Memphis 46 (Green 13), Or¬ 
lando 44 (Gordon 8). Assists—Memphis 
24 (Green 7), Orlando 19 (Augustin 5). 
Total Fouls—Memphis 26, Orlando 23. 
A-17,875 (18,846). 

Rockets 123, Celtics 120 

BOSTON - Tatum 4-7 2-2 12, Horford 
4-12 2-2 10, Baynes 1-3 2-2 4, Irving 6-17 

4- 5 18, J.Brown 4-8 0-0 9, Morris 8-13 0-1 
21, Monroe 6-9 6-6 18, Smart 4-12 3-3 11, 
Rozier 7-10 0-0 17. Totals 44-91 19-21 120. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 8-18 1-1 21, Tucker 
3-6 0-0 9, Capela 3-6 2-2 8, Paul 5-11 4-4 15, 
Harden 6-18 11-13 26, Mbah a Moute 2-5 2- 
2 7, Nene 4-7 0-0 8, Johnson 0-3 0-0 0, Gor¬ 
don 8-13 6-8 29. Totals 39-87 26-30 123. 
Boston 32 32 25 31-120 

Houston 30 28 28 37-123 

Three-Point Goals—Boston 13-24 (Mor¬ 
ris 5-7, Rozier 3-3, Tatum 2-2, Irving 2-7, 
J.Brown 1-2, Horford 0-1, Smart 0-2), Hous¬ 
ton 19-49 (Gordon 7-11, Ariza 4-13, Tucker 
3-6, Harden 3-12, Mbah a Moute 1-2, Paul 
1-4, Johnson 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Boston 38 (Monroe, Smart, 
Horford 6), Houston 40 (Capela 17). As¬ 
sists—Boston 22 (Irving 6), Houston 24 
(Harden 10). Total Fouls—Boston 21, 
Houston 21. Technicals—J.Brown, Morris, 
Boston team, Paul. A-18,476 (18,055). 

Heat 105, Pistons 96 

DETROIT - Ennis III 3-9 0-0 7, Griffin 10- 
21 8-8 31, Drummond 9-16 4-8 22, Smith 2- 
7 0-1 4, Bullock 4-14 2-2 11, S.Johnson 2-5 
0-0 5, Moreland 1-1 1-2 3, Tolliver 1-3 0-0 

2, Galloway 2-5 0-0 4, Buycks 3-8 0-0 7. To¬ 
tals 37-89 15-21 96. 

MIAMI - Babbitt 3-9 0-0 9, J.Johnson 

6- 7 0-4 14, Whiteside 2-10 4-5 8, Dragic 4- 
9 4-4 13, Richardson 7-13 2-2 17, Winslow 

5- 10 2-2 13, Olynyk 6-10 2-2 17, Haslem 0-0 
0-0 0, Wade 3-9 5-9 11, McGruder 1-5 0-0 3. 
Totals 37-82 19-28 105. 

Detroit 28 18 24 26- 96 

Miami 27 32 15 31-105 

Three-Point Goals- Detroit 7-24 (Griffin 
3-6, Buycks 1-1, S.Johnson 1-3, Ennis III 1-4, 
Bullock 1-6, Tolliver 0-1, Smith 0-1, Gallo¬ 
way 0-2), Miami 12-29 (Olynyk 3-5, Babbitt 
3-8, J.Johnson 2-3, Dragic 1-2, Richardson 
1-2, Winslow 1-3, McGruder 1-4, Wade 0- 
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Detroit 
46 (Drummond 18), Miami 45 (Whiteside 
19). Assists—Detroit 18 (Griffin 6), Miami 
19 (Dragic 5). Total Fouls-Detroit 23, Mi¬ 
ami 20. A-19,600 (19,600). 

Jazz 98, Kings 91 

UTAH - Ingles 3-8 0-0 8, Favors 7-10 
0-0 15, Gobert 6-10 4-7 16, Rubio 4-16 2-5 
10, Mitchell 7-15 10-10 27, Crowder 4-11 3- 
7 14, O’Neale 0-2 0-0 0, Jerebko 3-8 0-0 8, 
Neto 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 34-82 19-29 98. 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 1-41-2 3, Ran¬ 
dolph 4-14 3-4 12, Koufos 4-6 0-0 8, Fox 7-14 

3- 3 17, Bogdanovic 5-10 2-2 15, Labissiere 

4- 10 3-4 12, Mason 3-10 0-0 9, Carter 2-8 2-2 
6, Hield 4-13 0-0 9. Totals 34-89 14-17 91. 

Utah 25 27 23 23-98 

Sacramento 17 26 23 25-91 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 11-32 
(Crowder 3-5, Mitchell 3-8, Jerebko 2-5, In¬ 
gles 2-6, Favors 1-2, O’Neale 0-1, Neto 0-2, 
Rubio 0-3), Sacramento 9-30 (Bogdanovic 
3-4, Mason 3-7, Labissiere 1-1, Hield 1-5, 
Randolph 1-6, Jackson 0-2, Fox 0-2, Carter 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 
52 (Gobert 12), Sacramento 48 (Labis¬ 
siere 12). Assists-Utah 20 (Rubio 6), 
Sacramento 15 (Jackson, Labissiere, Fox, 
Koufos 3). Total Fouls—Utah 19, Sacra¬ 
mento 24. A-17,583 (17,608). 

Trail Blazers 108, Thunder 100 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-19 5-6 21, 
Patterson 5-8 0-012, Adams 4-9 4-612, West¬ 
brook 12-31 5-7 30, Huestis 1-4 0-0 3, Grant 

6- 9 0-2 13, Brewer 0-2 0-0 0, Felton 4-8 0-0 9, 
Abrines 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-9114-21100. 

PORTLAND - Turner 6-10 2-2 17, Aminu 
1-7 0-0 3, Nurkic 4-11 1-4 9, Lillard 5-18 8- 
9 20, McCollum 10-20 6-6 28, Davis 3-4 0- 
0 6, Collins 5-6 0-0 12, Leonard 0-2 0-0 0, 
Napier 2-4 2-2 7, Connaughton 3-6 0-0 6. 
Totals 39-88 19-23 108. 

Oklahoma City 28 22 25 25-100 

Portland 25 28 30 25-108 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 6- 
27 (Patterson 2-3, Huestis 1-2, Felton 1- 

3, Grant 1-4, Westbrook 1-5, Abrines 0-1, 
Brewer 0-2, George 0-7), Portland 11-33 
(Turner 3-4, Collins 2-2, McCollum 2-8, Lil¬ 
lard 2-8, Napier 1-3, Aminu 1-3, Leonard 0- 
2, Connaughton 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Oklahoma City 40 (Westbrook 
11), Portland 47 (Davis 10). Assists-Okla- 
homa City 18 (Westbrook 6), Portland 20 
(Lillard 7). Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 
21, Portland 21. Technicals—Westbrook. 
A—20,063 (19,393). 


Rockets extend streak to 15 



George Bridges/AP 


Rockets center Clint Capela dunks against the Boston Celtics during 
Saturday’s game in Houston. The Rockets won 123-120. 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Eric Gordon 
scored 29 points off the bench, 
James Harden had 26 points and 
10 assists, and the Houston Rock¬ 
ets outlasted the Boston Celt¬ 
ics 123-120 on Saturday night to 
extend their winning streak to a 
season-high 15 games. 

Houston trailed by six before 
using a 10-2 run, with the last five 
points coming from Trevor Ariza, 
to take a 117-115 lead with 1:16 
remaining. Ariza made a three- 
pointer before stealing the ball 
from Kyrie Irving and finishing 
with a basket on the other end to 
cap the run. 

A1 Horford missed shots on Bos¬ 
ton’s next two possessions before 
Chris Paul made two free throws 
with 15 seconds left to push the 
lead to four. Irving made a layup 
seconds later, but Harden made 
one of two free throws with 7.4 
seconds left to make it 120-117. 

Irving and Paul hit two free 
throws each before Irving made 
one and purposely missed the sec¬ 
ond with 2.8 seconds left. Gordon 
made one of two free throws to 
make it 123-120 with 2.3 seconds 
remaining, and Marcus Smart’s 
three-point attempt bounced off 
the rim at the buzzer. 

Nuggets 126, Cavaliers 117: 
Gary Harris scored 32 points, 
Will Barton added 23 and Den¬ 
ver did most of its damage behind 
the three-point arc in a win over 
LeBron James and Cleveland. 

The Nuggets made 19 of 35 
three-pointers, including three in 
the final 2:26, to hold off a second- 
half charge from the Cavs, who 
are struggling as they try to blend 
in four new players on the fly. 

James finished with 25 points, 
15 assists and 10 rebounds — his 
13th triple-double this season — 
but Cleveland’s lack of a depend¬ 
able No. 2 scorer with Kevin Love 
out with a broken left hand con¬ 
tinues to be a major problem. 

Lakers 116, Spurs 112: 
Lonzo Ball hit a career-best six 
three-pointers, Julius Randle had 
25 points and visiting Los Angeles 
rallied in the final two minutes to 
beat San Antonio. 

Ball made three shots from 
beyond the arc in the final three 
minutes to give the Lakers their 
fifth straight victory. Ball fin¬ 
ished with 18 points, and Isaiah 
Thomas added 21 points. 

Trail Blazers 108, Thunder 
100: CJ McCollum scored 28 
points, Damian Lillard had 20 and 
Portland won its sixth straight 
game with a victory over visiting 
Oklahoma City. 

Rookie forward Zach Collins 
added 12 points for the Blazers, 
part of a close cluster in the West¬ 
ern Conference standings that 
includes the Thunder, Spurs and 
Timberwolves. 

Jazz 98, Kings 91: Donovan 
Mitchell scored eight of his 27 
points in the fourth quarter and 
Utah beat host Sacramento. 

The Jazz, who beat Minnesota 
on Friday, have back-to-back vic¬ 
tories for the first time since their 
11-game winning streak was 
snapped by Portland on Feb. 23. 


Magic 107, Grizzlies 100: 

Evan Fournier broke a tie on 
a long three-pointer with 22.5 
seconds left, and Orlando rookie 
Jonathan Isaac helped preserve 
the lead with his third block of 
the game in a win that stretched 
visiting Memphis’ losing streak 
to 13 games. 


Ben McLemore scored a game- 
high 20 for Memphis, which has 
the NBA’s longest skid of the 
season. 

Heat 105, Pistons 96: Kelly 
Olynyk and Josh Richardson each 
scored 17 points, and host Miami 
enhanced its playoff hopes with a 
win over Detroit. 
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3 players already have 10 goals 


CAMP ZAMA, Japan — A season 
ago, Kayesha McNeill was playing in 
the shadows of more accomplished 
Zama teammates, such as senior 
Amanda Stephens, who was second in 
the Pacific with 40 goals. 

If her performance the first four 
matches of the season are any indica¬ 
tor, McNeill appears ready to fill Ste¬ 
phens’ shoes. 

The sophomore striker hit the back 
of the net 10 times in two matches this 
weekend against Edgren, giving her 13 
for the season and leading the Trojans 
to a sweep, 12-3 and 9-2, over the 
Eagles. 

“This year, she’s doing pretty well,” 
said coach Manny Duarte of McNeill, 
who joined the varsity last year after 
coming through Zama’s youth soccer 
system. She was injured and missed 
the end of last season. 

Thanks to McNeill and holdover 
junior midfielder Siobhan Grabski 
(9 goals, 6 assists), McNeill and the 
Trojans have scored a combined 26 
goals in four matches and are 3-1 this 
season. 

Such fireworks may or may not last, 
Duarte said. “We started off pretty 
strong offensively, but I’m sure the de¬ 
fenses will tighten up," he said. 

Yokota: Caleigh Garcia, a junior, 

I scored her 10th goal of 
the season to power the 
Panthers to a 5-0 shutout 
of Perry. That came hours 
after she got her ninth 
goal in a 7-1 win over the Samurai. The 
Panthers are also piling up goals early, 
25 in four matches, all wins. 



Jack HiGBEE/Special To Stars And Stripes 

Yokota junior Caleigh Garcia launches goal No. 9 on the season 
during Friday’s 7-1 victory over Perry. She scored her 10th goal 
in Saturday’s 5-0 shutout of the Samurai, making her one of three 
players in the Pacific with at least 10 goals in the first four games 
on the season. 


Perry: Junior Kai Lange 
has 17 goals for the 3-0- 
1 Samurai. They shut out 
I Yokota 4-0 on Saturday, 
hours after playing the 
Panthers to a 3-3 draw. 

E.J. King: The lone bright spot for 
Cobras soccer over the 
I weekend was Julius En- 
| cinas, who netted a first- 
half goal in Friday’s 6-1 
loss to Kinnick. 

Kinnick: The Red Devils’ also came 
I out of the weekend un¬ 
beaten after sweeping E.J. 
King. The girls blanked 
I the Cobras 4-0 and 3-0 
1 and edged Sasebo Sajitsu 
5-4. The boys won 6-1 and 5-0. 
Edgren: Although the Eagles girls 
lost by 16 goals in two 
matches, they put five 
balls in the back of the 
net over the weekend. 

' Ariel Moncrief has be¬ 
come the go-to option, with five goals. 
Kadena: Megan Kirby’s late second- 
half goal lifted Panthers 
girls soccer past Okinawa 
Diplomats FC U-15 side 
2-1, keeping Kadena 
unbeaten through three 
matches. Pam Barrett scored on a 
corner kick in the first half to put the 
Panthers on the scoreboard first. 

Guam High: Panthers boys basket¬ 
ball fell out of the Inde¬ 
pendent Interscholastic 
Athletic Association of 
Guam playoffs, losing to 
1 John F. Kennedy 78-45 


or more 


in Friday’s quarterfinal. Khalid Volious 
led the Panthers with 13 points and 
seven boards in the losing cause. 

Humphreys: Blackhawks soccer 
is off to the best start 
in school history. Brice 
Bulotovich scored three 
times to pace Humphreys 
boys past Daegu 4-1 and 
Yongsan 7-2. The girls tied Yongsan 1-1 
after shutting out the Warriors 4-0. 

Osan: Elizabeth White netted a hat 
trick and Maja Inthavixay 
had two assists to boost 
the defending Korea Blue 
champion Cougars past 
Taejon Christian 4-2 on 
Friday. Joey Betts’ second half goal 
helped Osan’s boys escape the Drag¬ 
ons with a 1-1 draw. 

Seoul American: Megan Weaver 
swept the 100 and 300 
hurdles, distance runner 
Chloe Byrd captured the 
800, 1,600 and 3,200 
and sprinter Alyse Neal 
won the long jump, 100, 200 and 400 
to power the Falcons girls to victory 
in the DODEA Korea season-opening 
track and field meet. 

: Cedric Turner sped to vic- 
I tory in the 100, while 
Thomas Curran took the 
200 and 400, the lone 
bright spots for the War¬ 
riors boys who scored 54 
points in the track and field opener at 
Humphreys. ... Michiah Ruff had Dae¬ 
gu’s boys’ lone goal in the losing cause 
against Humphreys. 

— Stars and Stripes 


Ortega stops Edgar, Cyborg defends belt at UFC 222 



Benjamin Hager, Las Vegas Review-Journal /AP 


Brian Ortega, right, connects with a jab against Frankie Edgar during their 
featherweight mixed martial arts bout at UFC 222 on Saturday in Las Vegas. 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Brian Ortega needed 
less than one round at UFC 222 to do some¬ 
thing that had never done before. 

After becoming the first person ever to 
knock out Frankie Edgar, there’s no tell¬ 
ing what this surfing Californian could do 
next. 

Ortega stopped the former UFC cham¬ 
pion on a devastating uppercut with 16 
seconds left in the first round, and Cris 
“Cyborg” Justino defended her feather¬ 
weight title with a first-round stoppage of 
Yana Kunitskaya at UFC 222 on Saturday. 

Edgar (21-6-1) was stopped for the first 
time in his 13-year mixed martial arts ca¬ 
reer by Ortega (14-0), who likely earned a 
featherweight title shot against dominant 
champion Max Holloway with his latest 
spectacular finish at T-Mobile Arena. Al¬ 
though Ortega’s strength is jiu-jitsu, he 
showed off a striking ability that makes 
him one of the world’s best at 145 pounds. 

“I’ve always said it, and maybe the way 
I fight doesn’t really show it, but pick your 
poison,” said Ortega, who claimed he 
gained 19 pounds between Friday’s weigh- 
in and the bout. “I feel like no matter what 
happens in the fight, I’ll be all right.” 

Ortega started the knockout with a 
sneaky left elbow that wobbled Edgar late 
in the round, and he landed several more 
punches before retreating and launching a 
perfect right uppercut in a partial clinch. 

Edgar’s knees buckled as he rose off the 


canvas and fell flat on his back. Just like 
that, Ortega — who used MMA to escape 
a troubled upbringing in the Los Angeles 
suburbs — likely earned a title shot. 

“I have worked really hard to get here 
and it’s even more surreal than I could have 
imagined,” Ortega said. “I have too much 
respect for his wrestling, so I knew that I 
could stand and bang with him.... I just beat 
one of the best to ever do it. One of the real 
legends of this game is Frankie Edgar.” 

Edgar was supposed to get a title shot at 
UFC 222 until Holloway dropped out with 
an injury less than four weeks ago. Edgar 
asked to stay on the card with a replace¬ 
ment opponent — and Ortega pounced. 

After his third win in eight months, 
Ortega hopes to begin preparations to fight 
Holloway, who has won 12 straight bouts 
since losing to Conor McGregor in 2013. 

“I always try not to look too far ahead,” 
Ortega said. “I just look far enough to know 
where I’m going next. But I’ve dreamed 
about fighting Max. We are both young 
guys out here changing the game. I’m ex¬ 
cited and I’m coming for the belt.” 

Dana White is also a believer in Ortega, 
and the UFC president is eager to make the 
fight with Holloway. 

“The guy is so incredible and well- 
rounded,” White said of Ortega. “You think 
when he goes in and fights Frankie Edgar, 
you’d bet anything he’s going to [submit] 
him if he’s going to win, and he goes in and 
knocks him out in the first round.” 

Cyborg (20-1, 1 no-contest) finished the 
show with her 10th consecutive victory 


against Kunitskaya (10-4), a Russian veter¬ 
an making her UFC debut on short notice. 
The dominant UFC champion had little 
trouble with the huge underdog, hurting 
Kunitskaya repeatedly with strikes before 
finishing her off with ground-and-pound. 

“I train all the time, so I took this fight 
on short notice, but I felt very prepared,” 
Justino said. 

Justino agreed to headline the card less 
than four weeks ago after Holloway was 
forced out of his main-event title defense. 


Kunitskaya was a game opponent, but she 
still hasn’t reached the level necessary to 
contend with Cyborg, who hasn’t lost since 
her MMA debut in 2005. 

Justino and White hope the champion’s 
next bout will be against UFC 135-pound 
champ Amanda Nunes. 

“I am waiting for Amanda now,” Cyborg 
said. “She called me out, and I want to fight 
her. I just want to remind everyone that she 
called me out, and when you call out Cy¬ 
borg, Cyborg will answer.” 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Top 25 roundup 

Top-ranked Virginia 
outlasts Notre Dame 



Michigan forward Mo Wagner goes to the basket in front of Michigan State guards Miles Bridges (22) 
and Cassius Winston during the second half of Saturday’s Big Ten Conference tournament semifinal in 
New York. Wagner scored 14 of his 15 points in the second half as the Wolverines won 75-64. 

Michigan ends Spartans' 
13-game winning streak 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Michigan was 
the best team in the Big Ten Con¬ 
ference at tournament time last 
year, and things aren’t changing. 

Mo Wagner scored 14 of his 
15 points after a dreadful first 
half and fifth-seeded Michigan 
moved within a game of its sec¬ 
ond straight Big Ten Tourna¬ 
ment title with a 75-64 victory 
over top-seeded Michigan State 
on Saturday, ending the No. 2 
ranked Spartans’ 13-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Senior swingman Duncan Rob¬ 
inson said this year feels like 
2017 when the Wolverines won 
the tournament as the No. 8 seed, 
the lowest seed to win the event. 

“I think coming down the 
stretch in that championship 
game and how it felt, I think all the 
guys want that again more than 
anything,” said Robinson, one of 
five players in double figures in 
the eighth straight win for No. 15 
Michigan (27-7). “We are one step 
closer, but we still have to stay 
locked in on the task at hand.” 

Michigan was to play third- 
seeded Purdue (28-5) on Sunday 
as the five-day tournament ends 
at Madison Square Garden. The 
No. 8-ranked Boilermakers, who 
edged Michigan twice in the 
regular season by a combined 
five points, beat seventh-seeded 


By the numbers 


0-for-7 

First half shooting for 
Michigan star Mo Wagner 
against No. 2 Michigan 
State on Saturday. Wagner, 
who had just one point at 
halftime, finished with 14 
on 4-for-14 shooting. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

Penn State 78-70 in the second 
semifinal. 

Muhammad-Ali Abdur-Rahk- 
man and Zavier Simpson also had 
15 for the Wolverines, who were 
also the last team to beat Michi¬ 
gan State (29-4), when they did 
it on Jan. 13. Robinson added 13 
points off the bench and Charles 
Matthews had 12. 

Michigan was just too balanced 
and quick for Michigan State. 

The difference was the second 
half. Wagner got going and the 
Wolverines lit up the Spartans’ 
defense, hitting 12 of 18 from the 
field and making 20 of 27 free 
throws in the final 20 minutes. 


Michigan coach John Beilein 
had a great motivational speech 
for Wagner, who was 0-for-7 from 
the field in first 20 minutes. 

“Hey, Mo, are you going to 
make a shot?, Beilein recalled 
saying. “Because right now you’re 
stinking the place up. Just make 
one shot.” 

Wagner, who finished 4-for-14 
from the field, laughed when it 
was mentioned. 

“Coach and I have a really good 
relationship,” said Wagner, who 
stood in front of the Michigan 
fans after the game and repeated¬ 
ly waived his arms to encourage 
the celebration. “He can say that. 
That’s fine. He told me to pick it 
up a little bit and make plays.” 

Miles Bridges had 17 points to 
lead Michigan State before foul¬ 
ing out late. Jaren Jackson Jr. 
added 13 and Cassius Winston had 
11, but the Spartans only crossed 
into double figures with the Mich¬ 
igan band revving the Maize and 
Blue faithful at Madison Square 
Garden with yet another version 
of “Hail To The Victors.” 

“Our mood is we’re really mad, 
but like I said, we’re not going 
to let it affect us in the future,” 
Bridges said. 

Michigan next plays Purdue in 
a game that will give the winner 
the conference’s automatic bid 
to the NCAA Tournament. The 
other is sure to get an at-large bid 
when the field is announced. 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
— Devon Hall scored 17 points 
in his final game at John Paul 
Jones Arena and No. 1 Virginia 
outlasted Notre Dame 62-57 on 
Saturday. 

Ty Jerome added 13 points for 
the Cavaliers (28-2, 17-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), who won their 
fifth in a row. 

Bonzie Colson, playing in just 
his second game since missing 15 
with a broken foot, had 24 points 
and 14 rebounds for the Irish (18- 
13, 8-10). Martinas Geben added 
14 points and 10 rebounds. 

No. 3 Xavier 65, DePaul 62: 
At Chicago, Trevon Bluiett scored 
22 points, and Xavier set a school 
record for regular-season wins 
while clinching the top seed in 
the Big East. 

The Musketeers (27-4, 15-3) 
hung on for their 12th win in 13 
games, ending Villanova’s four- 
year run of first-place finishes. 

No. 4 Villanova 97, George¬ 
town 73: Mikal Bridges scored 
24 points and Jalen Brunson had 
16 points and seven assists and 
Jay Wright moved into a tie atop 
host Villanova’s career wins list 
with 413. 

The Wildcats (27-4, 14-4) head 
to Madison Square Garden as the 
No. 2 seed after their run of four 
straight regular-season confer¬ 
ence titles was ended by Xavier. 

No. 5 Duke 73, No. 9 North 
Carolina 64: Marvin Bagley III 
had 18 of his 21 points in the sec¬ 
ond half along with 15 rebounds 
for Duke. 

Grayson Allen added 15 points 
in his final game at Cameron In¬ 
door Stadium, and Gary Trent Jr. 
had 13 points — including three 
three-pointers in the final 10 min¬ 
utes — to help the Blue Devils 
(25-6,13-5) clinch the No. 2 seed 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference 
Tournament. 

Oklahoma State 82, 
No. 6 Kansas 64: Kendall Smith 
scored a career-high 25 points 
and Mitchell Solomon had 16 
points and seven rebounds for 
host Oklahoma State. 

Oklahoma State (18-13, 8-10 
Big 12) swept the season series 
from Kansas, marking the first 
time that the Jayhawks have been 
swept in a home-and-home since 
2003-04, a span of 103 series. 

No. 7 Gonzaga 83, Loyola 
Marymount 69: At Las Vegas, 
Killian Tillie scored 24 points, 
including making all five three- 
point attempts, while Johnathan 
Williams added 20 points for 
Gonzaga in the West Coast Con¬ 
ference quarterfinals. 

No. 8 Purdue 78, Penn State 
70: At New York, Carsen Ed¬ 
wards scored 27 points and Pur¬ 
due pulled away to reach the Big 
Ten Tournament championship 
game for the second time in three 

^No.^ Texas Tech 79, TCU 75: 

Keenan Evans scored 23 points 
and host Texas Tech stopped a 
four-game losing streak. 



Steve Helber/AP 


Virginia forward Isaiah Wilkins 
celebrates during Saturday’s 
game against Notre Dame in 
Charlottesville, Va. The top- 
ranked Cavaliers won 62-57. 

No. 14 Auburn 79, South Car¬ 
olina 70: Bryce Brown scored 29 
points, making eight three point¬ 
ers, and the host Tigers claimed a 
share of the Southeastern Confer¬ 
ence title. 

No. 16 Tennessee 66, Geor¬ 
gia 61: Admiral Schofield scored 
23 points to lead Tennessee’s sec¬ 
ond-half comeback Saturday as 
the host Volunteers won a share 
of the Southeastern Conference 
regular-season championship. 

Syracuse 55, No. 18 Clemson 
52: Oshae Brissett and Tyus Bat¬ 
tle each scored 17 points for the 
host Orange. 

No. 19 Arizona 66, California 

54: Deandre Ayton had 26 points 
and 20 rebounds, helping the 
Wildcats clinch the Pac-12 regu¬ 
lar-season title outright in their 
final home game of the 2017-18 
season 

Texas 87, No. 20 West Virginia 
79 (OT): Matt Coleman and Ker- 
win Roach II each scored 22 points 
and Texas used an 11-0 run early 
in overtime to pull away from vis¬ 
iting West Virginia for a victory 
that was critical to the Longhorns’ 
NCAA Tournament hopes. 

San Diego State 79, No. 21 
Nevada 74: At San Diego, Trey 
Kell scored six points in the final 
1:19 to finish with 17 and fellow 
senior Malik Pope scored 16 to 
lead the Aztecs. 

No. 22 Saint Mary’s 69, Pep- 
perdine 66: At Las Vegas, Jock 
Landale had 17 points and 19 re¬ 
bounds, and Saint Mary’s with¬ 
stood a scare from Pepperdine 
in the West Coast Conference 
quarterfinals. 

Florida 80, No. 23 Kentucky 

67: Jalen Hudson scored 22 
points and Chris Chiozza broke 
the school’s all-time assist record 
as the Gators ended visiting Ken¬ 
tucky’s four-game winning streak. 

Marshall 76, No. 24 Middle 
Tennessee State 67: Jon El¬ 
more scored 23 points and Mar¬ 
shall swept two games from host 
Middle Tennessee. 
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Briefly 

First sub-4 minute 
miler Bannister dies 





UCF linebacker Shaquem Griffin, whose left hand was amputated when he was 4, bench pressed 225 
pounds for a personal-best 20 reps using a prosthetic at the NFL combine on Saturday. 

Presses: 1 didn’t know I had it in me’ 


Associated. Press 

LONDON — It was a typi¬ 
cal British afternoon in early 
May: wet, cool and blustery. Not 
exactly the ideal conditions for 
running four laps around a track 
faster than many thought human¬ 
ly possible. 

A lanky Oxford medical student 
named Roger Bannister looked 
up at the white-and-red English 
flag whipping in the wind atop 
a nearby church and figured he 
would have to call off the record 
attempt. 

But then, shortly after 6 p.m. on 
May 6, 1954, the wind subsided. 
Bannister glanced up again and 
saw the flag fluttering oh-so gen¬ 
tly. The race was on. 

With two friends acting as 
pacemakers, Bannister churned 
around the cinder track four times. 
His long arms and legs pumping, 
his lungs gasping for air, he put on 
a furious kick over the final 300 
yards and nearly collapsed as he 
crossed the finish line. 

The announcer read out the 
time: 

“3...” 

The rest was drowned out by 
the roar of the crowd. The 3 was 
all that mattered. 

Bannister had just become the 
first runner to break the mythi¬ 
cal 4-minute barrier in the mile 
— a feat of speed and endurance 
that stands as one of the seminal 
sporting achievements of the 20th 
century. 

The black-and-white image 
of Bannister, eyes closed, head 
back, mouth wide open, straining 
across the tape at Oxford’s Iffley 
Road track, endures as a defining 
snapshot of a transcendent mo¬ 
ment in track and field history. 

Bannister died peacefully in 
Oxford on Saturday at the age of 
88 . 

Bannister’s time of 3 minutes, 
59.4 seconds captured the world’s 
imagination and buoyed the 
spirits of Britons still suffering 
through post-war austerity. 

Fiorentina’s Astori, 31, 
found dead in hotel 

UDINE, Italy — Fiorentina 
captain Davide Astori was found 
dead in his hotel room on Sunday 
at the age of 31 after a suspected 
cardiac arrest before an Italian 
league match. 

The defender, who has also 
played 14 times for Italy’s national 
team, was discovered by Fioren¬ 
tina staff when he failed to show 
up for breakfast at the hotel in 
Udine. Fiorentina’s game at Udi- 
nese in northeast Italy was called 
off, along with all fixtures in the 
country’s top two divisions. 

Astori’s body was taken to the 
Santa Maria della Misericordia 
Hospital for an autopsy. 

“The belief is that the player 
died of a cardiac arrest by natu¬ 
ral causes,” Udine prosecutor 
Antonio De Nicolo said. “It is 
strange that such a thing should 


happen to a professional who is so 
closely monitored without there 
being any warning signs.” 

Astori leaves behind his wife, 
Francesca Fioretti, and their 2- 
year-old daughter. 

Sharma leads Mexico 
Championship 

MEXICO CITY — Shubhankar 
Sharma held his nerve to the end 
and held a two-shot lead going 
into the final round of the Mexico 
Championship. 

Now the 21-year-old from India 
has one last round to hold off a 
few of golf’s biggest names. 

Sharma stretched his lead to 
as many as four shots Saturday 
at Chapultepec Golf Club until he 
started dropping a few shots late 
on the back nine. After clipping 
a tree and going into the bunker 
on the 18th, he holed a 15-foot par 
putt for a 2-under 69. 

That left him 18 holes away 
from capping off his amazing 
rise. Just three months ago, Shar¬ 
ma had yet to win a tournament 
outside India’s developmental 
circuit, didn’t have a European 
Tour card and was No. 462 in the 
world. A victory in this World 
Golf Championship would be his 
third in his last eight starts and 
likely put him in the top 25. 

Phil Mickelson played bogey- 
free for a 65 that will put him in 
the last group with Sharma and 
Tyrrell Hatton of England, who 
had a 64. Also two shots behind 
were Masters champion Sergio 
Garcia and Rafa Cabrera Bello, 
who each had a 69. 

In other golf news: 

■ Michelle Wie holed a 36- 
foot putt from off the green on 
the final hole to win the Wom¬ 
en’s World Championship by one 
stroke on Sunday and capture her 
first LPGA tournament since the 
2014 U.S. Women’s Open. 

Wie managed to separate her¬ 
self from the pack when she 
drained her lengthy birdie putt on 
the 72nd hole at the Sentosa Golf 
Club for a final round of 7-under 
65 to finish at 17-under 271. 

Hurst Jr. diagnosed 
with heart condition 

INDIANAPOLIS — Utah de¬ 
fensive lineman Lowell Lotulelei 
says Michigan defensive lineman 
Maurice Hurst Jr. told him Satur¬ 
day that he had been diagnosed 
with the same heart condition as 
Lotulelei’s older brother, Star. 

The comments came shortly 
after ESPN.com first reported 
Hurst would not be allowed to 
participate in drills. 

League spokesman Michael Si¬ 
gnora confirmed that players can 
be held out based on certain diag¬ 
noses but that he believed Hurst 
was still in town. 

Jeff Foster, president of Nation¬ 
al Football Scouting, declined to 
confirm details of what happened 
because of privacy concerns. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Ten, 11 — this was his personal 
best. 

Twelve. 

A new high. 

Thirteen ... 14 ... 15 ... 16. 

The crowd was roaring is 
disbelief. 

Seventeen. 

Can this really be happening? 

Eighteen! 

That’s one more than his twin 
brother, Shaquille, managed at 
last year’s combine before the 
Seattle Seahawks selected the 
speedy cornerback in the third 
round of the NFL Draft. 

Nineteen! 

One more... 20! 

“I got chill bumps watching 
him do 20 reps,” said NFL Net¬ 
work analyst Mike Mayock. “I 
literally choked up a little bit 
watching him do that and I can’t 
wait to watch him tomorrow.” 

On Sunday, Griffin will run the 
40-yard dash, do some quickness 
drills and some on-field testing at 
Lucas Oil Stadium. 

Griffin was 4 years old when 
doctors amputated his left hand a 
day after his mother found him in 
the kitchen attempting to cut off 
his jelly-like fingers, which were 
in scorching pain whenever he 
touched anything, the result of 
amniotic band syndrome, a con¬ 
genital birth defect. 

Despite having just one hand, 


he kept up with his twin brother 
on and off the field. 

As dozens of reporters and pho¬ 
tographers gathered around him 
Saturday, Griffin said, “I thought 
I was going to walk over here 
and it was going to be like three 
people.” 

Not after becoming the best 
feel-good story of the combine so 
far — and by far. 

“It was amazing, hearing the 
crowd and having the juices flow¬ 
ing, I mean I felt it,” Griffin said. 
“I didn’t know I had it in me.” 

Griffin said his mindset is he 
always has to do more than those 
around him to impress coaches. 

“I always hold myself to a higher 
standard than a lot of people just 
because if we’re running drills, if 
I drop a ball, they’re going to like, 
‘Well, he dropped the ball because 
he has one hand.’ If anybody else 
drops a ball, they’re going to be 
like, ‘Well, maybe it was a bad 
ball,”’ Griffin said. 

As a freshman, he couldn’t even 
lift the 45-pound bar, but then he 
was fitted with the prostethic and 
his mom cried when he did his 
first pull-up. 

“It’s amazing to see how far 
I’ve come from not being able 
to bench the bar to throwing up 
20 reps of 225 and being able to 
compete with the best here,” said 
Griffin, the 2017 American Ath¬ 
letic Conference defensive player 


of the year. 

Griffin, who played D-line, line¬ 
backer and safety at the Senior 
Bowl, said he was going to try to 
join the defensive back drills Sun¬ 
day after doing his work with the 
linebackers. 

“I feel like I could just start 
curling 225 right now and I’m 
pretty sure come tomorrow, it’s 
going to be adrenalin just going 
crazy. I’m excited about tomor¬ 
row. If I feel this good doing the 
bench press, I can’t wait to see 
how I am tomorrow.” 

Griffin said he hopes he’s an in¬ 
spiration to kids everywhere. 

“If I can inspire one, and they 
can inspire another and [soon 
we’ll] inspire a thousand,” Grif¬ 
fin said. 

As evidenced by the way they 
were cheering him on in the bench 
press, he’s inspiring his fellow 
draft prospects at the combine. 

“That’s kind of cool when you 
have guys at that top level, the best 
of the best, and they come and 
talk to you about you motivating 
them and inspiring them,” Grif¬ 
fin said. “I feel really good hear¬ 
ing that from them. It motivates 
me to do more and keep pushing 
when you’ve got guys all over the 
place, the top in the country, and 
they’re proud of me. 

“That was an amazing feeling, 
and it makes you enjoy it that 
much more.” 
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Michael Conroy/AP 


Louisville quarterback Lamar Jackson runs a drill at the NFL scouting combine in 
Indianapolis, on Saturday. The Heisman Trophy winner did not take part in other 
positional drills and said “no sir. I’m a quarterback,” when asked if we would consider 
a change of positions if an NFL team asked. 


Louisville's Jackson 
justifies staying at QB 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — As promised, for¬ 
mer Louisville quarterback and Heisman 
Trophy winner Lamar Jackson spent Sat¬ 
urday at the NFL scouting combine sling¬ 
ing it and not winging it. 

Jackson didn’t show off a big arm like 
Wyoming’s Josh Allen, the other prime 
prospect in his throwing group Saturday. 

But nobody else did, either: Allen wowed 
the coaches with a 66-yard pinpoint pass at 
one point during the first of two sessions 
with the quarterbacks and wide receivers 
at Lucas Oil Stadium. 

Jackson, though, was much more ex¬ 
plosive than Allen was in his drops, con¬ 
sistently getting 7 yards deep on five-step 
drills whereas Allen made up for his poorer 
footwork with his superior arm strength. 

Widely considered the best running 
quarterback since Michael Vick but a 
thrower who still needs polish, Jackson 
shook off some apparent jitters to show off 
a good enough passing prowess to justify 
his reticence to switch to wide receiver. 

Jackson never caught a single pass at 
Louisville, where he threw for 9,043 yards 
and 69 touchdowns, ran for 4,132 yards 
and 50 TDs in 38 games. On Friday, he dis¬ 
missed widespread speculation about him 
running routes with the receivers here. 


“No sir. I’m a quarterback,” he said. 

The buzz began building when former 
Colts executive Bill Polian told ESPN he 
thought Jackson should switch to receiver 
because he’s not as accurate, tall or strong 
as the other hopefuls in this year’s deep 
class of quarterbacks. Polian suggested 
Jackson should make the switch sooner 
than did Terrelle Pryor, the ex-Ohio State 
QB who switched to receiver at age 26. 

Such a notion was met by skepticism 
from several teams this week, and Jack- 
son said he won’t switch positions even if 
asked. 

“No sir,” he said, “I’m a quarterback.” 

And he said he’s not interested in just 
running wildcat plays, where he’d take the 
direct snap and zip around the tackle. 

“No wildcat,” Jackson said. “This is 
not the Dolphins with Ronnie Brown and 
Ricky Williams. No sir.” 

While USC’s Sam Darnold chose not to 
throw at the combine because he’d rather 
show off his arm with his own receivers at 
USC’s upcoming pro day, Jackson decided 
not to run the 40-yard dash. 

“Film speaks for itself as far as show¬ 
ing off my speed and showing I can make 
people miss,” Jackson said. “I’ve just got to 
show off my arm — because that’s where 
they’re doubting me.” 

He assuaged some of those concerns 
Saturday. 


Bradley Chubb makes case to be top-five pick 



Darron Cummings/AP 


North Carolina State’s Bradley Chubb jumps before running the 40 at the NFL scouting combine on Sunday. 

* I try to take Khalil Mack and Von Miller 
and put them into one person, f 

Bradley Chubb 

Former NC State defensive end 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Bradley 
Chubb would normally be content 
relying on game tapes to make his 
case to scouts. 

There, he insists, they will find 
a big man with edge-rushing 
skills and enough power to stuff 
the run. Watch enough of footage 
and it just might convince those 
NFL executives that Chubb is 
the best defensive player in this 
year’s NFL Draft. 

But this is no typical week for 
North Carolina State’s star defen¬ 
sive end. He’s participating in the 
NFL’s annual scouting combine 
in Indianapolis, answering ques¬ 
tions and dropping names. 

“I try to take Khalil Mack and 
Von Miller and put them into one 
person,” Chubb said Saturday. 
“I’m a high-motor, high-energy 
guy.” 

If team executives concur, his 
name could be one of the first 
three called in April. 

Naturally, Chubb describes 
himself as the best player in Indy, 
and who’s going to argue with a 6- 
foot-4, 269-pound man. 

Not the deep, diverse quarter¬ 
back group, which did its on-the- 
field workouts Saturday and will 
likely spend the next few years 
trying to escape Chubb’s grasp. 

Not the highly touted running 
back class, which includes Sa- 
quon Barkley and Chubb’s own 
cousin, Nick, who will be running 
away from a lineman who posted 
25 sacks and 54 Vi tackles for loss 
in the past three seasons. 


Sure, there are questions. 

Is he big enough to hold up 
against the NFL’s massive tack¬ 
les, does he have enough moves to 
make an immediate impact, can 
he make a smooth transition to 
the more physical pro game? 

He might also be asked to ex¬ 
plain why he spat upon the Flor¬ 
ida State logo following an upset 
win or why he decided to skip the 
Wolfpack’s bowl game. 


Those who know Chubb best 
have no doubt he will succeed. 

“He’s so happy, always smil¬ 
ing,” said offensive tackle Will 
Richardson, a college teammate 
who routinely squared off with 
Chubb in practice. 

“He’s a goofball. We used to get 
grapes after a game and he would 
come over and knock them out of 
your hands and someone would 
be like ‘Why did you do that?’ But 


he always had a few extra grapes 
in his other hand to give to you. 
He’s definitely a goofball, a goof¬ 
ball in a good way.” 

Many believe there’s nothing 
goofy about him being possibly 
the best pass-rusher in a draft 
heavy on interior linemen — and 
thin at one of the NFL’s most cov¬ 
eted positions. 

Those challenging Chubb’s 
title include Marcus Davenport 
of UTSA, Sam Hubbard of Ohio 
State, Arden Key of LSU and Har¬ 
old Landry of Boston College. 

Each had college careers that 
ranged from solid to spectacu¬ 
lar, and each knows they must 
answer questions about size, in¬ 
juries or the competition level 


they’ve faced. 

“Nobody in this draft class has a 
first step like mine,” Landry said. 
“My mindset and my approach to 
the game, I’m a guy that’s going to 
do whatever it takes to be the best 
at my position.” 

But those who played along¬ 
side Chubb understand his im¬ 
pact cannot be measured in stats 
alone. 

“We got to win more games,” 
college teammate and combine 
invitee Justin Jones said. “Having 
a guy like Bradley Chubb on the 
edge, it turns a lot of plays back to 
us and the rest of the team. They 
want to take Bradley out of the 
game, and we have other [guys] 
that can make plays.” 

Chubb appears to have the size 
to play right away, room to grow 
and even bloodlines working in 
his favor. 

His father, Aaron, played 
at Georgia. His older brother, 
Brandon, starred at Wake Forest 
before being signed by the Los 
Angeles Rams as an undrafted 
free agent in 2016 and spending 
most of that season on the Detroit 
Lions’ practice squad. 

So if things fall the right way, 
Bradley Chubb could become 
the highest-drafted descendant 
of the family that established 
“Chubbtown” — a rural area 
in northwestern Georgia, three 
miles from the Alabama border 
— in the mid-1800s. 

And that’s an honor Chubb 
would treasure. 

“When you’re there, you feel it,” 
he said. “My last name is Chubb, 
and I wear it with pride.” 
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Capitals rout Leafs in 
outdoor game at USNA 

NHL, Page 26 
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Stephen M. Dowell, Orlando Sentinel/AP 

UCF player Shaquem Griffin revovers a fumble in a December game. On Saturday, the one-handed Griffin did a personal-best 20 reps in the bench press at the NFL combine. 


Griffin presses on at combine 


One-handed UCF defender gets personal best 20 reps using prosthetic 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — There’s always 
energy in the bench press room at the 
NFL scouting combine when players grip 
the crossbar and begin pumping the 225 
pounds of free weights as everybody near¬ 
by counts the repetitions. 

But never like this. 

Even Shaquem Griffin, the one-handed 


do-it-all defender from Central Florida 
and a late invitee to the combine, didn’t 
expect to do what he did Saturday with his 
prosthetic left hand. 

His personal max was 11 reps, but he 
had a much more modest benchmark in 
mind here. 

“My goal was six,” Griffin 
acknowledged. 

Griffin clipped his prosthetic hand onto 
the bar, then leaned back. 


This wasn’t his brother spotting him 
— the one who he was sure used to surrep¬ 
titiously help him — but this new spotter 
was hyping him up and the crowd joined in 
as did his fellow linebacker prospects. 

“Everybody in the stands was hyping 
me up. I got the guys I’m here with hyping 
me up. It felt amazing,” Griffin said. “I was 
ready to go. I was ready to attack it.” 

His chest heaved. 


And the counting began. 

One, two, three. 

“I said, this thing feels like 135. Let’s 
go!” Griffin recounted. “And I just started 
cranking them out.” 

Four, five, six. 

That was easy. 

Seven, eight, nine. 

The crowd was hollering now. 

SEE PRESSES ON PAGE 30 
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13-game winning streak » Page 29 



Ortega KO’s Edgar, Cyborg defends 
featherweight belt at UFC 222 » Page 28 














